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Depressed? 


Do you have trouble - 
controlling your depression 
symptoms even with 
treatment? If so, you may 
want to consider the option 
of a clinical research study. 


Qualified participants receive study related 
medical care and study medication at no cost 
and may be compensated for time and travel. 


Me) Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
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AS THE WORM TURNS 


A designer's concept of 

what Muni could be inspires 
questions about what Munltis. 
By Joe Eskenazi 


THE REBIRTH OF 
MANUFACTURING 


3D printing is trying to build 
anew world out of more than 
plastic. 

By Rachel Swan 
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KINKY ARTICLE 
GETS SOMELOVE 


Reader is grateful for writer's 
honesty: Fantastic article! [“Confes- 
sions of an American Whore,” Siouxsie 
Q, feature, 1/29] As someone who 
loves a sex worker and who has nearly 
been arrested for being a “pimp” be- 
cause of it, it feels good to know that 


“Criticizing the Cow Palace itself seems like dodging the blame.” 
CHRISFS COMMENTING ON “ THE RUINING OF THE BULLS” 








there are people like Siouxsie Q out 
there actively working to make things 
better. She is awesome, keep it up! 
Whorelover 


This story features a very brave 
woman: I just wanted to say that I 
loved this article, particularly the 
parts concerning telling her father 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY.COM/SLIDESHOW.: 
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what she did for a living. I can’t say 
that as a father I'd hope for my daugh- 
ter to get into the same line of work, 
but I will say that if she did, I would 
hope that she would be as brave as 
Siouxsie Q was and tell me the truth 
about it. [also hope that in that situa- 
tion I would respond with the same 
respect that her father did. Thanks for 
sharing this story, I’m looking forward 
to more. 

Jim 


MELTING ICE 


The failure of the S.F. hockey team 
did not rest on the location alone: 
Criticizing the Cow Palace itself 
seems like dodging the blame [“The 
Ruining of the Bulls,” Joe Eskenazi, 
Sucka Free City, 1/29]. I have been to 
the Dickens Christmas Fair held at 
the Cow Palace every year since it 
started in 2000. It’s been a great 
venue for that. In the Bay Area, where 
venue space is getting smaller and 
more expensive each year, the Cow 
Palace is a great place for events that 
are bigger than a nightclub but 
smaller than a sports stadium. 


Chrisfs 







BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


In defense of tattoos: I completely 
disagree with this article; getting tat- 
tooed used to be about walking into a 
shop and picking a piece of flash that 
looked badass [“Now Justin Bieber 
Wants to Appropriate Tattoo Culture. 
Ugh.” Rae Alexandra, All Shook Down, 
1/29]. Tattoo TV shows have warped 
everyone into thinking that getting a 
tattoo is supposed to be some process 
where an artist draws out a special piece 
of art work that is special for an individ- 
ual because he is a special snowflake 
that needs to commemorate the death 
of his first pony who loved carrots and 
ribbons. I also have a problem with the 
use of the term “cultural appropriation” 
in this article because it’s annoying and 
because not all tattoos have special cul- 
tural significance and tattooed people 
don’t have a united culture all of their 
own but okay, whatever, stupid article. 
My rant isn’t in defense of Justin Bie- 
ber; I’m neutral, but in defense of tattoo 
flash, which is historically important, 
and in offense of people who think that 
custom tattoo work is the only tattoo 


ty 


\* 
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work that matters. 
Annaliese 


Another reader thinks the tattoo 
culture is overrated: I say let Justin 
Bieber take the culture down a few 
notches. I’m tired of tattooed people 
and tattooists sitting there acting like 
they’re something special and above 
other people. Don’t get me wrong, 
some tattooists do amazing work, but 
I'm sick of the tattoo culture sitting up 
there on its high horse pretending to 
be better than everybody else. Would 
love to see that get knocked down a few 
notches, honestly. 

joevench 
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ETT SUCKA FREE CITY 


Lock Up the Vote 





A new jail may never fill up with inmates, but it'll hold alot of favors. 


By Rachel Swan 


At one point, the plan to 
build a new jail in downtown San Fran- 
cisco had a clear impetus. The Hall of 
Justice lockup on Bryant Street is seis- 
mically unsound, so a big earthquake 
could mean an undue death sentence 
for those inside. Not to mention that 
the city would be out tens of millions 
trying to “relocate” surviving inmates, 
as Director of Capital Planning Brian 
Strong noted at a public safety hearing 
last week. 

That’s enough to induce a collective 
shudder. But it’s not enough to quell 
the internecine battles that have 
flared up around the proposed jail. 
Once a necessity, it’s become a politi- 
cal wedge. 

Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi is aggres- 
sively pushing plans for a 640-bed site 
to supplant the 905 beds at the Hall 
of Justice — a figure already 
reduced to account for the 
city’s declining prison pop- 
ulation. Building it would 
require some $290 million in 
Certificates of Participation, a 
type of high-interest munici- 
pal bond that doesn’t require 
voter approval. Add in the 
estimated $340 
million in debt 
service, and 
the total cost 
approaches 
$630 million. 

In January, 
Supervisor 
David Campos 
floated what he 











Damage 
Control 101 


America's dumbest 


How could it have gone 


ish San Francisco tech billionaire 


ing the plight of America’s very 


of Jews in Nazi Germany. Public 
sniping regarding his ex-wife Dan- 
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Acrisis consultant offers 


billionaire a crash course. 


worse for Tom Perkins? The buffoon- 


rendered himself the object of world- 
wide derision last month after liken- 


richest inhabitants to the treatment 


thought was a better solution: Build 
an even smaller jail. Campos wielded 
a report from budget analyst Harvey 
Rose, which showed that San Francis- 
co could get by with a 384-bed facility 
and save $96 million in construction 
costs. 

Campos’ cheaper jail alternative 
creates yet another fault line in an al- 

ready fractious 

debate. Improb- 
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ielle Steel’s topiary, it seems, was a 





major factor in Perkins’ prediction of 


a “progressive Kristallnacht.” 

Perkins did not, however, vault 
from his enclosure, kill a child with 
his teeth, and rampage through 
the zoo until dying in a barrage of 
police gunfire. 

Sam Singer, then, has dealt with 
worse. He can work with this. 


It ain’t well and truly a calamity 


until someone hires Singer, aka 
the Master of Disaster, a public 
relations maven whose specialty 
is representing people who've 
thoroughly fouled up. In case of 
emergency, break glass — and 
allow Singer to “reframe the is- 


ably, District Attorney and former 
Republican George Gascén opposes 
the bigger jail, saying San Francisco 
has other options. Public defender 
Jeff Adachi and former Green Party 
stalwart Mirkarimi both support it. 
Thus, the conservative DA is argu- 
ing against over-incarceration, while 
two noted progressives are promoting 
a massive, costly 
jail as a hu- 







sue.” His recent clientele includes: 
Oakland Children’s Hospital in the 
wake of 13-year-old Jahi McMath 
being left brain-dead following a 
routine tonsillectomy; an East Bay 
Assemblywoman who compounded 
her shoplifting arrest at Neiman 
Marcus by scowling in her mug 
shot like an unmasked Scooby-Doo 
villain; and, of course, the San 
Francisco Zoo in the days after Ta- 
tiana the tiger’s lethal escape. 
Perkins, in his infinite wisdom, 
hasn't contacted Singer yet. But, 
if he did, the Master of Disaster 
says he would implore Perkins do 
something Tatiana could not — for 
so many reasons. Singer suggests 


manitarian cause. Mirkarimi also has 
the example of San Mateo County 
lingering just 30 miles south. That 
county broke ground on its own $165 
million jail in 2012, gambling on an 
$80 million state grant that was later 
denied. Given that San Francisco was 
refused the same grant last year, San 
Mateo seems like a bad example to 
emulate. But Mirkarimi wants to do 
just that. 

Speaking at the January hearing, 
Mirkarimi claimed his reasons for 
wanting a bigger, costlier jail are 
purely altruistic. He worries that an 
overflow would require San Francisco 
to ship inmates out to another jail in 
San Bruno, several BART stops away 
from their families. That “sabotages 
a level of community that is already 
under threat in San Francisco,” the 
sheriff insisted. 

But political observers believe 
Mirkarimi’s motivations are far more 
calculated. The sheriff ostensibly 
hopes to run for office again, so he 
needs to protect his charges — sher- 
iff’s deputies — who will wring more 
jobs out of a bigger jail. The 640-bed 
building would require larger num- 
bers of everything, including union- 
ized construction jobs, which could 
translate into money from labor 

unions, which could be a ticket 
to re-election. 
“That’s his calculus,” 

University of San Francisco 

political researcher David 
Latterman says. (In an 
e-mail, Mirkarimi reiterated 
his humanitarian im- 
pulses to build the 
& larger jail.) 
So a big 
. a new jail in 
San Francis- 
co may nev- 
res er be full of 
; prisoners — 
but it could 
at least lock up 
\ some votes. 





SandTrans 


A little bit of beach 
puts the brakes 
on Muni. 


Since the city’s light-rail 
vehicles are heavier than a BART 
car, the term “light rail” is some- 
thing of a misnomer. The air com- 
fort systems on these Muni trams 
contain more than two dozen sep- 
arate electric motors. They are not 
rudimentary vehicles. 

And yet, the miracle sub- 
stance preventing our hulking, 
intricate trains from speeding 
off out-of-control is remark- 
ably low-tech: sand. Without a 
steady supply of the stuff dis- 
gorged from within the trains 
and trolleys onto the tracks, 
metal wheels will not stop 
upon metal tracks. The sub- 
stance that makes Silicon Val- 
ley go also makes trains halt. 

As such, Muni’s five steel- 
wheel divisions run through 
prodigious amounts of sand, 
ordered from an outfit in Mon- 
terey in 30-pound sacks at a 
rate of 17 cents a pound. The 
city’s historic cable cars dumped 
50 tons of sand onto the street 
last year — alas, the sand is 
not reusable. That’s four times 
as much sand as the jaunty 
Italian-made streetcars spat 
out, but only half as much as 
the light-rail vehicles housed at 
Muni’s biggest car barn. All told, 
256 tons of sand was used last 
year in preventing trains from 
running into one another. 

Putting this into context, 
256 tons of sand would fill a 
50-by-25 meter Olympic-sized 
pool to the depth of one meter 
— halfway to the top. 

That would bring a swim 
meet to a screeching halt 
— not unlike a Muni train. J.E. 





the venture capitalist pen a heart- 
felt apology. When asked to whom 
Perkins should address this missive, 
Singer replies, “all humanity.” 

Apologize to the human race, 
the Jews, the myriad victims of 
the Holocaust, poor people, mid- 
dle-class people, and fellow wealthy 
people he embarrassed through 
association. That’s a start. 

Send that letter to The Wall 
Street Journal, and, for good mea- 
sure, purchase contrite, full-page 
ads in any newspaper that will have 
them. “His money is green. I'd en- 
courage the publishers to take it.” 

That, however, is just “the Band- 
Aid.” Following deep contrition, 


Singer urges Perkins to reach out 

to the groups he maligned. Start a 
dialogue. He may learn something. 
And they may learn how “the un- 
godly rich and romance novelists 
have made the world a better place.” 

If you will it, it is no dream. 

But even if Perkins doesn’t seek 
help in walking backwards out of 
this minefield of his own creation, 
Singer is keeping plenty busy. 

One man’s disaster is another’s 
opportunity, and Singer cackles 
mischievously when asked who, 
other than Perkins, is screwing up 
these days. 

“Oh, so many people! I wouldn't 
know where to begin.” Joe Eskenazi 
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Look How Much Fun They're Having! 


















Many taken at 
An Oct. 31 Latino community 
shot de- events, but also 
picts Lee photos of his bull- 
outgrin- dog, Winston (2), Enhancing their digital narcissism with Twitter, local elected officials excelled in 2013. An unprecedented 
ning a and a meeting assortment of selfies, food porn, look-where-I-am! shots, and endless grip-and-grins were beamed into 
Jack-0- with Joe Montana. lg the Cloud via our leaders and/or the lackey charged with tweeting photos of someone’s lunch. 
Lantern (1). | Behold the calendar 2013 tally of photos and videos posted by our politicians of themselves or 
what they were doing. 


By Joe Eskenazi and Melissa Hellmann 


Seven 
are of 
what 
she was Five 
oe ee at 
at the 
time. parks, Six of the former Most eclectic: aman 
one at union organizer's dressed as a Chi- 
Santa photos are of nese terra cotta 
See demonstrations. His most arresting warrior figurine 

un (3). photo was actually wandering past the 


posted in 2012: a Christ- Good Vibrations. 
mas tree on fire. 










Deleted account midway 
through the year following a se- 
ries of rancorous back-and- 
forths with online critics, 
culminating in a boast that she 
threw the best parties in town. 
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Ci AS ALL ELSE FAILS, LAW-ENFORCEMENT IS NOW SET TO MAKE THE POT RULES. 


The Great 
Cop Out 


California police 
want to take your 
medical marijuana 
recommendation away. 


It’s still an educated guess just how 
many people in California use medical 
cannabis — that is, get legally stoned 
— and whether the state’s legal mari- 
juana industry is a billion-dollar one or 
merely in the high hundreds of mil- 
lions. Those who could tell us, the 
bean-counters in Sacramento, haven't 
counted since 2007 (though they still 
cash the tax checks). 

As for why, it’s the same old reason: No 
statewide regulations on weed means 
no uniform business license or regis- 
tration for the state’s cannabis dispen- 
saries. This puts localities in charge, 
which doesn’t always work. 

At all. In San Jose, there are no 
rules on the books for pot stores. 
There were, until the City Council 
passed strict regulations strongly 
disliked by cannabis purveyors, who 
nullified them at the ballot box. 

But since nothing was put in their 


place, San Jose simply declared weed 
stores illegal. Official policy is to 
close down the more than 80 San 
Jose clubs, which would send the 
pot smokers in Northern Califor- 
nia’s largest city to Oakland and San 
Francisco to buy legal weed. 

This is what we get, thanks to an 
unregulated and erratic mess that’s 
persisted for years. Even the feds are 
sick of it, with Attorney General Eric 
Holder all but pleading with Cali- 
fornia to come up with a set of rules 
and a bureaucracy for cannabis in a 
memo last August. 

Will no one rid us of this turbu- 
lent pest? 

California’s law enforcement lob- 
by has for two straight years blocked 
reform attempts that, while far from 
beloved, are mostly supported by the 
state’s cannabis industry. The inac- 
tion frustrates everyone and pleases 
no one, so this year, a different set 
of rules will be pushed by a different 
group: the law enforcement lobby. 

“We're going to try to regulate, 
since the Legislature hasn’t stepped 
up to do that,” says Kim Raney, pres- 
ident of the California Police Chief’s 
Association and chief of police in the 
L.A. suburb Covina. 

A cannabis industry regulated 
by cops would certainly be easier to 


manage. It would also be smaller. A 
lot smaller — just look at Covina, 
which has no dispensaries (its only 
legal weed sales are by delivery). The 
law enforcement line is that two 
percent of medical cannabis recom- 
mendations written by a physician 
are legitimate. For the rest, “it’s 
turned into a cover for recreational 
use,” says Raney, who believes that 
medical weed, though helpful for 
some, was a strategic move by an- 
ti-prohibitionists to open the door 
for legalization. 

“That’s the hypocrisy that’s going 
in California,” he says, “and it’s caus- 
ing problems in our communities.” 

This hard line isn’t a fringe view 
among police. There are plenty of 
men and women in blue in San 
Francisco who agree with Raney. The 
police chiefs have made their great 
dislike for “legal” weed known for 
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years, circulating papers to cops all 
over the state that say weed stores 
are covers for criminal gangs who 
sell pot grown in Mexico. 

The chiefs are looking at greatly 
limiting who can write a medical 
marijuana recommendation, and 
what a recommendation would 
allow, all under oversight from the 
California Medical Board. They’re 
proposing to allow cities and towns 
the ability to ban medical weed 
outright if they like, and putting 
some sort of “stoned driving” law 
on the books. 

Raney says any set of cop-written 
rules is still in the “concept phase,” 
and about a month away from re- 
finement. However, word in Sacra- 
mento is that law enforcement is cir- 
culating a draft through the Capitol 
right now, testing the waters to see 
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which lawmakers might be willing to 
close the gap that California’s 1996 
medical marijuana law has left open 
for 17 years. 

At least the police aren't blaming 
the weed-heads for all this, or the 
nationwide polls that show the 
public is in favor of legal pot. They 
blame Obama. 

“There’s been a lack of leadership 
at the federal level,” says Raney, 
who called the president’s recent 
groundbreaking statement that 
cannabis is no worse than alcohol 
“irresponsible.” 

Law enforcement across the 
board is displeased with the pres- 
ident. That line is being repeated 
even by Obama’s own people: DEA 
chief Michele Leonhart reportedly 
slammed the president at a sheriff’s 
conference in Washington state a 
few weeks ago for not using federal 
resources to overturn voters’ choice 
to legalize in that state and in 
Colorado. 

As the country moves closer and 
closer to legalization, cops will be 
looking for ways to fight back. If 
anti-drug California cops succeed in 
writing the state’s new marijuana 
rules, a big-time industry would sud- 
denly shrink or go black-market — 
and turn an awful lot of people into 
criminals overnight. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


As the Worm Turns 


Derek Kim sees chaos and he 
must instill order. He sees sloppiness 
and he needs to organize it. He sees 
haphazardness and he has to bestow 
regularity. He sees Muni — and he’s 
gotta change everything. 

So he did. 

Kim is on the shorter side, with 
jet black hair pulled back into a bun, 
a ready smile, and sleek, handsome 
features. He looks even younger 
than his 27 years. “Fixing Muni” has 
been a San Francisco obsession since 
long before his birth, predating even 
the days Herb Caen suffered through 
ordeals on “The Muniserable bus.” 
Mayor Willie Brown vaingloriously 
claimed he could do the job in 100 
days. He didn’t — Lord knows he 
didn’t — but he certainly did prove 
there’s plenty of money to be made 
running a transit system poorly, if 
you re so inclined. 

That’s not Kim’s focus. Nor are 
Muni’s pricey, breakdown-prone ve- 
hicles; its slowest-in-North America 
average speed; or a labor situation 
about as amiable as Little Bighorn. 

Rather, Kim takes issue with The 
Worm. 


It’s a bold move to suggest altering 
the one element of Muni enjoyed by 
even passengers trapped on soiled vehi- 
cles in which the ratio of sane to crazy 
riders has tipped perilously toward the 
latter: the uniquely goofy, trapped-in- 
amber, 19'70s-era logo. A gloriously out- 
moded emblem emblazoned on the side 
of every municipal vehicle in town is a 
comforting sight in a city in flux. It’sa 
powerfully nostalgic symbol for those 
with deep San Francisco roots, but also 
warm and welcoming — a readily acces- 
sible signifier of this city even for people 
who haven't lived here for decades. It 
makes you smile in the same way as a 
Sly and the Family Stone tune coming 
on the radio, even though they’re both 
similarly dated. Because of it, in fact. 
Trendy is fleeting. Dated is forever. 
Kim, however, is neither tentative 
nor nostalgic. He saw inconsistency 
and needed to create consistency. He 
saw irregularity and craved unifor- 


mity. And it was not a choice entirely 
of his making. “I have to do this,” 

he says, smiling sheepishly. “My 
OCD is telling me, “Make the lo- 


999 


go-type uniform. 
So he did. 
Kim’s obsessive-compulsive dis- 
order has compelled him to do great 
work in his job as a designer. In addi- 
tion to his full-time work, though, he 
toiled long hours crafting a “Muni Re- 
branding Concept.” Starting with The 
Worm and trickling down into driver 
uniforms and station signage, it’s an 
aesthetic reboot of a system with a 
general design concept that looks as if 
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it was made up as it went along. 
Because it was. 


Don’t get Kim wrong — he loves 
The Worm. But love doesn’t mean 
accepting something warts and all. 
Warts are inconsistent. Warts are 
not uniform. 

So, while Kim loves The Worm, 
he must change it. The thinner and 
thicker lines on the logo’s top and bot- 
tom? Gotta go: “It makes it look like 
the logo has bell-bottomed pants.” In 
Kim’s version, every stroke is of equal 
weight. Everything is proportional. 
The “i” is of a consistent stroke style 





Derek Kim’s vision for Muni 
would “demonstrate efficiency 
through cleanliness.” It would 
also incorporate the work of 
local artists, which is currently 
“tucked away in galleries.” 


with the rest of the logo. Consisten- 
cy. Uniformity. It’s something Muni 
has precious little of. But Kim’s just 
getting started. In his blueprint, the 
buses and trains are now one color. 
Rather than the hodgepodge of ve- 
hicle colors — burgundy, tangerine, 
white, metallic, duct tape — Kim 
favors cherry red. This, he says, “is an 
‘ownable’ color most transit systems 
don’t use.” Combined with his snow- 
white new Worm, the vehicles look 
a bit like mobile Target billboards; 
they’re nothing if not striking. 
Doing away with the jarring 
brown-and-orange uniform tem- 
plate, Kim has designed five sets 
of mix-and-match driver’s outfits 
(white tops, gray pants, black ties, 
and red trim — with sensible black 
vests). And, not unlike a baseball 
team’s loud Sunday uniform, Kim 
also threw in a flashy red top resem- 
bling a Day-Glo Mao jacket. 
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Derek Kim may be obsessive, but 
he’s not unrealistic. Atop his illustra- 
tions of what Muni could be is the fol- 
lowing disclaimer: “This exercise isn’t 
meant as a rhetorical call to action for 
SFMTA. [It] would be unwise of the 
agency to spend money on sucha thing 
rather than improving their service.” 

You may like the Day-Glo Mao 
jacket and you may not (your humble 
narrator thinks it’s kind of great). But 
it’s hard to question Kim’s fiscal sense. 

His work has received a good deal 
of buzz within the design community 
and, also, within Muni. His concepts 
have been forwarded around the 
agency and Muni employees have 
reached out with compliments. But 
there’s no money for cosmetic rede- 
signs, and everyone knows it. 

In fact, the demands of function 
chip away at Kim’s fine form. His con- 
cepts for buses and trains would have 
to be rejiggered to allow for adspace on 
the sides. Muni buses have specifically 
been painted white to reduce costs fol- 
lowing body repairs and enable panels 
to be interchangeable. “You may re- 
member, the older GMC coaches were 
red,” notes a longtime Muni hand. “Ev- 
eryone hated it enough to change the 
paint scheme to something that took 
less effort to look clean.” 

As for the driver uniforms, a 
veteran Muni manager reveals that 
“at the warehouse on Quint Street 
there are hundreds of uniforms in 
big boxes just sitting for years — 
some new, some used, but a lot of 
money [wasted] either way.” Opera- 
tors, he continues, aren't uniformly 
fond of wearing uniforms — and 
that would apply to a cherry red 
Mao jacket, too. 


You likely don’t know who Walter 
Landor is. But you're familiar with his 
work. He designed logos for Bank of 
America and Coca-Cola. He also de- 
signed the Muni Worm. 

Kim doesn’t aspire to supplant 
Landor. “It’s not about fame. It’s 
about contributing to society,” he 
says. “It would be a huge honor for 
me to be responsible for helping im- 
prove the city’s image.” 

That day may yet come. In the 
meantime, Kim has created an orga- 
nized, consistent, and professional 
motif for a system lacking all of 
these elements. It would require a 
heavy dose of utopian thinking to 
believe that cleanliness and efficien- 
cy in design would, somehow, trans- 
late into cleanliness and efficiency 
in execution. But the reverse is 
undoubtedly true: Muni’s sloppiness 
and inefficiency is reflected in its 
disorganized, slovenly appearance — 
and, more substantively, its woeful 
on-time performance. 

Kim’s rebranding concept will 
inspire an argument or two on the 
web. But, in the real world, it’d be 
hard to claim that Muni isn’t saddled 
with the branding it deserves. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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The Snatch 


OCCUPIED TERRITORY 
Faithful SF Weekly readers may 
recall a series of stories about a 
humiliating football-related 
wager engineered by San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle’s longshore- 
men. Well, their team won. 
And, since the Seahawks went 
on to win the Super Bowl, too, 
now San Francisco's longshore- 
men are obligated to unfurl a 
massive, 25-foot Seattle “12th 
Man” flag from atop a125-foot 
crane at the Port of Oakland 
(since the Port of San Francisco 
long ago ceased to be a func- 
tioning cargo center, Oakland 
will end up bearing the brunt of 
a San Francentric bet). Melvin 
Mackay, the president of the 
San Francisco ILWU, said he’ll 
hoist the flag as soon as his Pa- 
cific Northwest colleagues get 
him one to hoist. His Seattle 
counterpart, Cameron Wil- 
liams, didn’t return Sunday 
night calls, but considering the 
last time a Seattle professional 
sports franchise won a league 
title was in 1979, he may have 
been otherwise occupied. So it’s 
unclear when the 12th Man 
flag will arrive in Bay Area terri- 
tory. But when it does, it'll fly 
for a full week. 


A TIME TO HEEL 

San Francisco authorities last 
week shot and killed a pit bull 
named Frisco after he was seen 
mauling a man in Golden Gate 
Park. His sister, Cleo, was re- 
portedly participating in the 
crime, but fled the scene when 
cops shot her brother. She re- 
mained on the lam until the fol- 
lowing morning when Animal 
Care & Control staff spotted 
her at a homeless encampment 
in the park; they hauled her to 
the city’s animal shelter where 
she’s awaiting her Vicious & 
Dangerous Dog trial. It’s not 
the first time these two dogs 
have run into legal trouble. Ac- 
cording to Rebecca Katz, direc- 
tor of the ACC, both dogs were 
hauled to the shelter back in 
December after the vehicle they 
were in was towed. But Katz 
says this incident shouldn't 
give all pit bulls a bad rap. “It’s 
unfortunate that these inci- 
dents have a negative effect on 
pit bull adoptions. The breed 
can make wonderful, loving 
companions, Katz says. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch 
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A low, mechanical thrum cre- 
ates an ever-present soundtrack at Type 
A Machines, a 3D-printing company on 
the third floor of San Francisco’s 
TechShop, in SOMA. Big and drafty and 
sunlit with exposed pipes on the ceiling, 
it’s a modern iteration of an old textile 
mill. On the ground floor, flan- 
nel-shirted workers sit hunched over 
welding equipment, sweat bubbling 
over their plastic goggles. Upstairs, their 
colleagues peck at laptops, designing 
blueprints for new objects with all the 
exacting detail of a draftsman using pen 
and paper. In a far corner, Type A's line 
of Series 1 2013 printers sits arranged 
in arow — big, wood-paneled, and 
creaky, each equipped with a wiring har- 
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ness attached to an electrical spindle. 
One of them is spooling coils of purple 
plastic onto a glass platform. In several 
hours, it will be a cup. 

At one point, someone tacked a 
sign to the office wall, which read 
like many such warnings in factories 
across the world — the ones that 
warn against accidents, or caution 
people not to stick their hands near 
the equipment. This one was cheek- 
ier. “Avoid PPSS — Printed Plastic 
Shit Syndrome.” 

And yet, the shelves of Type A Ma- 
chines, the city’s largest manufacturer 
of 3D printers, are lined with plastic 
shit, examples of the products Type 
A’s true product can produce. Some of 








it looks inspired: the bust of a Greek 
emperor, a blocky action figure, a 
leaning Tower of Pisa, a piece of cos- 
tume jewelry cast in pewter, six chess 
pieces, an anatomical model of a hu- 
man brain copied from medical scans. 
Other stuff looks sturdy and utilitari- 
an: a water wheel with rotating gears, 
a propeller with asymmetrical blades, 
a hammer. Still other pieces — say, 
the model ballerina or the cup with 
undulating ridges — look like the type 
of bric-a-brac you'd find in your grand- 
mother’s china cabinet. 

Each of these objects required 
hours or days of production. All were 
designed on a computer, which was 
tethered to a large plywood machine, 


HE REBIRTH OF 
MANUFACTURING 4 


JU printing promises a beautiful world of novel foods, new 
medicine, Vi dreamlike homes that we can imagine into being once we * 
leave the plastic al behind, Unfortunately the old-gods have been angered. s 
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which spooled ropy strands of bio- 
degradable cornstarch-based plastic 
(PLA, or polylactic acid) through a 
tube as thin as a pipe cleaner, and 
squirted them out, one blob at a time. 
This is the new industrial revolu- 
tion we keep hearing about. It’s the 
line of almost affordable ($1,700 to 
$2,300 a pop) consumer-grade ma- 
chines that hackers use to produce a 
lot of really esoteric, really plastic shit 
based on designs they swap online. It 
seems at a glance to be one more insu- 
lar corner of tech culture — though, 
once upon a time, so did the Internet. 
Strange as it is, 3D printing may 
ultimately allow us to print pizzas and 
organs (biological or musical), house- 
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hold appliances, and houses them- 
selves. Given a few years of unchecked 
growth, it could disrupt not just the 
food industry or the furniture indus- 
try or the desktop curio industry, but 
our entire system of mass production. 

“It’s where the Internet was in the 
80s,” Type A designer and architect 
Bryan Allen explains, “back when 
nobody understood what they were 
dealing with yet.” 

For all their self-consciousness 
about plastic shit, the engineers at 
Type A see themselves as shepherds 
of the industry. They’ve helped create 
all manner of products, from architec- 
ture models to prototypes for a medi- 
cal device that will help detect >> p14 
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trace amounts of glucose in a drop 

of blood. Type A’s Brooklyn-based 
competitor, MakerBot, unveiled the 
first 3D-printed hardback book cover 
in January, the same month that 30 
new models of desktop 3D printers 
appeared at the international Con- 
sumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, 
including one that mints objects from 
sugar and chocolate. A Sunnyvale 
start-up called 3D Babies provoked an 
Internet firestorm in October when 

it began offering lifelike simulacra of 
ultrasound scans: For just $600, an 
expecting mother can now 3D print 
her unborn fetus. 

But the novelty products are just 
garnish for what could ultimately be- 
come an additive manufacturing sec- 
tor (“additive” because the machines 
layer particles on top of each other 
until they’ve produced a solid object). 
To enthusiasts, 3D printing promises 
a future of personalized factories. 

Type A Machines co-founder Ron- 
ald Miloh Alexander is so besotted 
with the idea that he equates the 
rickety desktop machines with other 
inventions that spawned epochs: the 
cotton gin, the printing press, the 
Internet. Just as Netscape and Mi- 
crosoft transformed the mechanics 
of communication, 3D printing will 
change our system of mass produc- 
tion, Alexander says. 

“The disruption comes from more 
people having the machines and the 
tools.” 

To Alexander, the possibilities 
for DIY invention seem endless. A 
tinkerer could fabricate a new car 
engine in his bedroom and bring it 
right to market; he’d no longer have 
to persuade a big company to do the 
work for him. New medical devices 
could be 3D-printed in a laboratory, 
obviating whole swaths of the re- 
search and development. Plastic body 
parts 3D-printed from scans could 
be used to diagnose illness. College 
students could print new furniture for 
their dorm rooms. When Alexander 
brought a few Type A printers to a 
Science Hack Day at the California 
Academy of Sciences in September, 
one team used them to 3D-print parts 
of a motion sensor to detect life on 
Mars. Another created a plastic sea 
slug mold modeled from a scanned 
photograph, so that she could study 
the chemicals released from its ridged 
body, chemicals that could be used 
to combat disease. “Say I’m a scien- 
tist, and I decide I want to make a 
bio-monitor wrist-wrap that checks 
your heart rate,” Alexander says. “I 
could do it from scratch.” 

Recently, scientists figured out how 
to 3D-print delicacies from chocolate, 
keeping the fats from separating after 
the ingredients were liquefied and 
squirted from a nozzle. That opened 
the door for wild culinary engineering, 
Type A founder Andrew Rutter says. 
We'll create a future in which people 
can bulk-buy enough food particles to 
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last a year, stick them in the freezer, 
and then 3D-print all their own meals. 
Decades from now, Rutter says, we'll 
send an expedition to Mars with three 
days’ worth of provisions, and through 
3D printing, allow them to convert 
their own feces back into food. This is 
the sort of optimism that pervades the 
3D-printing movement right now, and 
the future it posits is as ridiculous as 

it is wonderful, one in which shit can 
become space food. 

In other words, the machines that 
make today’s slow-growing cups are 
distant cousins of the machines that 
will transform the food industry, un- 
dercut the factory system, and make 
space exploration possible. We might 
only be 10 or 20 years away from all 
this future amazement. It basically 
means modifying the existing tech- 
nique (squirting out a product, one 
drop at a time) and replacing the liquid 
substrate with edible protein, or sugar, 
or ceramic. Enthusiasts say the sweep 
of this technology could be boundless. 

Unless, of course, it gets choked 
off, right as it’s starting to bloom. 


It turns out the story of 3D printing 
is actually about two tech culture sensi- 
bilities being locked in combat. On one 
side you have the open-source inventors 
who want to make all their designs ac- 
cessible to the public, so that everyone 
can help improve them and all can bene- 
fit from them. On the other side, you 
have the more traditional inventors who 
want to patent their ideas so that others 
can't steal them. That mentality pre- 
vailed in the ’80s, when people like S. 
Scott Crump — the co-founder of a large 
company called Stratasys — first devel- 
oped 3D-print technology, but, for one 
reason or another, never brought it to 
the market. Instead, Crump and his col- 
leagues designed big, gorgeous, prohibi- 
tively expensive industrial printers that 
they only sold to architecture firms and 
university engineering departments. 
The early 3D-print manufacturers 
owned and controlled a piece of 
mind-blowing machinery, but they kept 
it under wraps. (Crump declined to be 
interviewed for this article.) Only in the 
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Juan Pardo 
last few years did a peculiar convergence 


of factors — the rise of Silicon Valley 
start-up culture, the popularity of do-it- 
yourself “maker” craftsmanship, and the 
expiration of certain key patents — al- 
low the industry to blossom. Because 
San Francisco is the current epicenter of 
tech entrepreneurship and the open- 
source Internet community, it stands to 
be the locus of this next design revolu- 
tion as well. 

That’s why 3D printmakers in the 
Bay Area shuddered when they heard 
that Stratasys, based in Minnesota, 
had filed a patent complaint against a 
younger, rising competitor. It seemed 
the grandfathers of the industry had 
come back to reclaim technology they 
thought was rightfully theirs. 

And Stratasys has a powerful 
weapon at its disposal. Its lawsuit, 
filed in U.S. District Court in Novem- 
ber, lays claim on five patents for 
“extrusion of materials in additive 
layers to form 3D objects” — which 
is, essentially, the foundation of 3D 
printing. If those patents mean what 
Stratasys says they mean — that 
anyone who uses squirt-and-layer 
technology is essentially stealing from 
S. Scott Crump — then the entire 
industry could be imperiled, says 
Michael Weinberg, vice president of 
the D.C.-based digital advocacy group 
Public Knowledge. 

“T don’t want to sound alarmist 
about it,” Weinberg says. “But if you 
take the complaint on its face, then 
the patents seem to read onto every 
desktop 3D printer that uses that 
technology.” Meaning, basically, all 
of them. If Stratasys’ idea is to killa 
whole bumper crop of potential com- 
petitors at once, then this is certainly 
the way to do it. 

Alexander admits he’s scared for 
the industry. If Stratasys manages to 
lay claim on this technology, it could 
levy a tax on any company that wants 
to use it. That would raise the cost of 
3D printers, inhibit regular people 
from buying them, and strangle the 
bedroom-manufacturing revolution 
that Alexander and his colleagues 
envision. The post-post-industrial 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 


future would be ruined by one of 
history’s oldest businesses: the 
protection racket. 

The founders of Type A are deter- 
mined not to let that happen. If need 
be, they'll beat patent-holders at their 
own game. 


Walk down the long corridors of any 
Silicon Valley semiconductor company 
and you might see wall upon wall of pol- 
ished picture frames, each containing a 
paper signed and stamped by the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office. This is 
“the patent gauntlet,” and insiders say 
they enshrine the most fatuous part of 
the high-tech industry: the owning of 
rights to ideas. Companies treat patents 
as legal tender in a world where ideas are 
currency, bedecking their halls with rec- 
ipes for software systems, or blown-up 
photos of silicon chips, or signed deeds 
for computer systems that have long 
been shelved. At the Sunnyvale head- 
quarters of Rambus, Inc. — a company 
that specializes in suing other compa- 
nies, but manufactures no actual prod- 
ucts — the patent gauntlet seems to 
stretch on for miles. It contains some 
1,700 framed plaques, each represent- 
ing a separate piece of technology that 
Rambus somehow acquired. 

Since 3D printing spawned from 
that same high-tech ecosystem, some 
industry watchdogs worry that it, too, 
will get subsumed by the patent trade 
— that licensing companies will buy 
the rights to each new innovation, 
and then extort smaller entrepreneurs 
for profit. 

“That’s what happens in a lot of 
industries as they mature,” Julie Sam- 
uels, a staff attorney at the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, explains. “We 
saw it with semiconductors, with soft- 
ware, with smartphones. The technol- 
ogies develop, and then people try to 
make more money out of them, and 
then one party [gets] the right to all 
the patents and goes after everyone.” 

In fact, many of the early 3D-print 
machine inventors opted to carve out 
their intellectual property rights long 
before they'd even commercialized 
any products. These were guys who 
envisioned the current print revolu- 
tion long before they had the comput- 
er technology to produce it. Many of 
them are now CEOs of big companies, 





watching younger rivals build off their 
ideas. In many senses, they laid the 
foundation for an industry that’s now 
trying to upstage them. 

In the 1980s, an undergrad at 
the University of Texas at Austin 
patented the technology for selective 
laser sintering, a low-cost way to 
fuse plastic and metal particles into 
finished products. The university 
licensed its sintering method out to 
companies for decades, creating the 
first student-owned enterprise to be 
spun from a university. After those 
patents expire in February, the cost 
to make a laser sintering printer 
should decrease, Rutter says. Money 
saved at the supply end means more 
competition in the market, which 
will ultimately benefit consumers. 

“It’s possible for one party that 
owns all the right patents to squelch 
a whole industry,’ Samuels explains. 
“Sure, technology is feisty — especial- 
ly really great, awesome technology 
like this — and it’s going to be stron- 
ger than any single bad actor. But I 
do worry that abuse of intellectual 
property laws will slow down its de- 
velopment.” 

Samuels’ beefs represent a com- 
mon line of argument in the open- 
source community, whose members 
blame the early inventors of 3D print- 
ing for keeping the industry dormant. 


Yet the inventors of 3D printing 
werent exactly rushing to make their 
innovations universally accessible ei- 
ther. British mathematician Adrian 
Bowyer, who is best known for invent- 
ing a 3D printer that prints itself, says 
that the cheapest machines still went 
for about $40,000 in the early aughts — 
roughly 20 times what they cost now. 

“There were only 12 companies 
selling them, and they had all the 
patents,’ Bowyer says. Because their 
clientele was limited to large corpora- 
tions and universities, they charged 
what the market would bear. 

It wasn’t until a couple years ago, 
when lean start-ups like Type A Ma- 
chines and MakerBot began popping 
up, that 3D printers actually became a 
viable retail product, something that 
the average consumer could buy and 
use to fabricate sculptures or toys. 
Bowyer created an Internet forum 
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called RepRap, through which he and 
his colleagues published design specs 
for new machines, or software compo- 
nents, or extrusion methods, so that 
no one else could patent them. Ma- 
chines that had previously belonged 
in large firms or universities were sud- 
denly rendered hip and affordable. 

Reading the tea leaves, it was inev- 
itable that the forefathers would come 
back to reclaim their ideas, Samuels 
says. And if they couldn't beat the 
younger start-ups on creativity, they'd 
pursue a legal avenue. For people 
familiar with high-tech industries, 

a spate of acquisitions, followed by 
a rash of lawsuits, seemed virtually 
inevitable. 

In 2012, an older-line South Caro- 
lina company called 3D Systems sued 
its Boston competitor, Formlabs, al- 
leging that the younger company had 
filched its decades-old technology for 
using light beams to harden particles 
into solid objects. The companies are 
currently in settlement talks. 

The Stratasys suit, which could be 
far more devastating, came exactly 
a year later — right after Stratasys 
acquired a younger, hipper 3D desk- 
top company called MakerBot. The 
acquisition showed that Stratasys was 
intent on buying up properties, but 
it also portended a cultural shift in 
the industry. MakerBot had been the 
archetypal DIY company, with a store 
in downtown Manhattan, and a CEO, 
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Bre Pettis, who decried patent squat- 
ting. After the Stratasys sale, Pettis 
took a 180-degree turn, and began 
characterizing patents as “valuable 
business assets.” 

To Alexander, it’s really no accident 
that the suing spree coincides with 
the buying spree, or that these older 
companies are dusting off their patent 
portfolios right as they try to consoli- 
date an empire. 

“Once that deal with MakerBot 
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was finalized, that’s when the [Strata- 
sys] lawsuit was filed,” Alexander 
says. He worries that Stratasys will 
repurpose its suit and deploy it 
against other companies, thereby 
seizing the industry. 


Brown-eyed, baby-faced, equipped 
with an incorrigibly good-natured Brit- 
ish accent, Bowyer has spent much of 
his life barricaded in mathematics de- 
partments or engineering labs. Now re- 
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tired from the University of Bath in 
London, he’s had time to ruminate ona 
scientific quandary that’s bedeviled him 
since childhood. 

Namely, self-replication: a practice 
that’s abundant in the natural world, 
he says, but not quite possible for 
a human to engineer. Bacteria do 
it, Bowyer points out. As do yeasts, 
jellyfish, aphids, bees, and fungi 
spores. Microbial reproduction is 
so quick and efficient, in fact, that 
a single-celled creature can spawn a 
billion descendants in about 10 hours. 
Humans subsist by repurposing their 
own DNA. “We replicate about 60 
percent of ourselves all the time,” 
Bowyer points out, excitedly. “We live 
in a planet that’s been knee-deep in 
self-replication since the beginning.” 

For years, he’s been fixated on the 
idea that a human might be able to 
emulate this process. That, given the 
right tools, and the right degree of 
brain power, some laboratory techni- 
cian could create an artificial simula- 
crum of a living thing. 

In Bowyer’s mind, 3D printing is 
the closest we’ve come to that scientif- 
ic milestone. It’s allowed us to create 
contraptions that spin exact copies of 
themselves. 

“IT certainly find the technology 
fascinating,” the retired math profes- 
sor says, “but it was only secondary. 
My aim was to make a useful self-rep- 
licating machine.” 
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In 2004, he built the first RepRap 
printer, a maze of metal rods and 
plastic clasps that resembles a toy 
jungle gym, with a wood platform at 
the top, anda spindle attached toa 
hornet’s nest of wires. Bowyer chris- 
tened it “Darwin”; “RepRap” stands 
for “Replicating Rapid Prototype.” The 
finished RepRap 1.0 could repurpose 
about 50 percent of itself; Bowyer 
posted designs for the remaining 
electronic parts, so that anyone could 
order them. Bowyer shunned patents, 
partly for pragmatic reasons — “Tf 
you want something to copy success- 
fully, you don’t put walls in front of its 
ability to copy,” he says — and partly 
because they didn’t mesh with his ide- 
ology. Bowyer wants to give everyone 
in the world access to engineering 
tools. He wants to turn 3D printing 
into a social virus. 

Type A founder Andrew Rutter is 
quick to spread the gospel. 

“Put it this way,” he says. “You give 
all the people in Africa an Internet 
connection, and suddenly they’re 
all on Facebook.” Alternatively, if 
you give them the tools to make a 
self-replicating printer, then suddenly 
everyone has a home factory. Not to 
mention everyone's socialized to be 
an engineer. Anyone with a RepRap 
can spread the means of production 
among all his friends, so that in time, 
all of them can print their own objects. 
And that, Rutter says, is what’s >> p16 
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going to solve the world’s problems. 

RepRap spawned an Internet com- 
munity whose members all coalesced 
around the idea of open-source tech- 
nology. They began publishing new 
designs for 3D printers online, includ- 
ing ideas that were purely speculative, 
Bowyer says, as a way to forestall 
other people from patenting them. 

As the open-source ethos caught on, 
the axis of power began shifting in 
the 3D-print industry — well beyond 
Bowyer’s home base outside of Bris- 
tol. Open-source marked a conscious 
shift from the early days of patent 
mongering — a general redistribution 
of ideas and blueprints so that anyone 
could adapt them. And now, both atti- 
tudes are at war in Silicon Valley, and 
in tech culture at large. 

By the mid-2000s, any regular 
garage tinkerer could make his own 
3D printer. What had previously been 
a tightly controlled, well-insulated 
industry became the domain of funky 
start-ups and artists. 

“Sculptors took up RepRap,” 
Bowyer recalls, beaming. “Chefs be- 
gan making machines so they could 
3D-print their own food.” 

With the cost of materials reduced, 
a whole DIY infrastructure has sprung 
up around 3D printing over the last 
few years. In 2009, a San Francis- 
co-based orthopedic surgeon founded 
Bespoke Innovations, a company that 
3D prints prosthetic limbs. (It’s now 
a 3D Systems subsidiary.) Last May, 

a 25-year-old Texas gunsmith named 
Cody Wilson crafted the world’s first 
3D printed gun; it fired 14 rounds 
before failing. In April, Canadian en- 
gineer Jim Kor announced plans to 
drive across the U.S. in a 3D-printed 
car with a metal engine and chassis 
— using only 10 gallons of fuel. He'll 
complete the trip in 2016. 

Once the open-source movement 
changed the contours of the industry, 
San Francisco became a hub for 3D 
printing start-ups. 

In some ways, it isn’t the ideal 
habitat, Rutter says. The rents are 
too high, there’s a paucity of manu- 
facturing space, not to mention it’s 
hard for a young start-up with an in- 
determinate future to negotiate with 
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landlords who want long-term leases. 
But the culture here is replete with 
the type of people who want to dabble 
in risky industries, Rutter insists. 
With its own little nexus of maker 
fairs, hacker hostels, and workshops, 
San Francisco tends to engender small 
companies like Type A Machines, 
which began moving its operations 

to the East Bay when it outgrew the 
small workshop in SOMA. 

“The reason manufacturing 
companies are springing up in San 
Francisco is just because the people 
who start them all live here,” Rutter 
says, calling the industry a byproduct 
of high-tech, hacker-driven maker 
culture. Businesses like Bespoke, Type 
A, Autodesk, and the architecture firm 
Rael San Fratello all wanted to apply 
an assembly-line ethos to small-batch 
manufacturing. They were interested 
in creating efficiencies, but equally 
concerned about making art. 


Last summer, Bryan Allen and his 
collaborator, Stephanie Smith, used 
nine Type A printers to make the Echo- 
viren, a 10 foot by 10 foot by 8 foot edi- 
fice that they installed in a redwood 
grove in Mendocino. Big enough for two 
people to stand in, with chinks to let in 
sunlight and rain, the Echoviren should 
last between 30 and 50 years, they say 
—untilits PLA structure rots away. It is 
the largest structure ever fabricated by 
desktop 3D print machine. It points toa 
future in which architects will create 
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ginger-breaded, turreted, livable houses 
from their garages at home. 

And it draws from an epiphany 
that Allen says he had while playing 
with Legos at age 7: “We should build 
things by extruding them from a mov- 
ing robot nozzle.” 

In his view, the machine explosion 
began a couple of years ago, when 
all the people who would normally 
be soldering floats for Burning Man 
suddenly glommed onto the idea of 
manufacturing plastic goods. ‘The first 
wave of 3D printing was entirely en- 
gineer-driven, steered by people who 
wanted to make functional things 
like car engines, or guns, or a cheaper 
form of mass production. 

But Smith and Allen saw in 3D 
printing its artistic potential. 

After graduating from UC Berkeley, 
the pair moved to a warehouse dis- 
trict just east of Lake Merritt, bought 
several 3D printers, and began config- 
uring big structures from interlocking 
pieces of PLA. They finished the Echo- 
viren in August, then began making 
a wall from hundreds of 3-D printed 
pentagons. They'll exhibit at the Inter- 
face Gallery in Oakland this month. 

To Allen, these installations befit 
an aesthetic movement that’s ascend- 
ing in the 3D-print world right now. 
It’s not “the next Industrial Revolu- 
tion,” he insists; rather, it’s the first 
“Design Revolution.” 

“We have a very specific agenda 
with 3D printers,” Allen says. By har- 
nessing desktop 3D printers to make 
large-scale architecture, he and Smith 
hope to disabuse people of the notion 
that 3D printing is a technology fad 
with no substance — that all the me- 
dia hype is just gloss for a few hackers 
who found a cool way to make trin- 
kets. While everyone else is converg- 
ing on the manufacturing side, Allen 
is thinking of aesthetic possibilities. 
He awaits the day when ordinary folks 
can print their own headboards and 
faucets and wall partitions. (It was 
Allen who coined the phrase “Printed 
Plastic Shit Syndrome” and posted the 
sign at Type A.) 

Rutter, too, sees far beyond plastic 
cups and busts. He sees in 3D print- 
ing the triumph of the independent 
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Smith are designing future 
houses in the woods. 
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mom_-and-pops over the conglom- 
erated Rockefellers and Carnegies. 
Rutter foresees a world in which 
boutique-style car manufacturers 
will supplant the assembly line facto- 
ries. You'll be able to walk into one, 
he says, and select from a variety of 
bodies, interiors, and engines. A clerk 
will print out the non-metallic parts 
using a large future version of today’s 
printers, add the engine, and have a 
customized vehicle ready on the spot. 

Once the technology catches on, he 
says, we ll have a new kind of produc- 
tion system that one single company, 
or patent-holder, can’t easily com- 
mandeer. 

EFF attorney Julie Samuels would 
rejoice as much as anyone if that ro- 
manticized 3D print utopia came to 
fruition. But, she cautions, it would be 
extremely atypical for a high-tech in- 
dustry. The thrust of Silicon Valley is 
toward acquisition and consolidation; 
Apple started as a hacker company 
and, 30 years later, it’s a titan of Sil- 
icon Valley, protective of its innova- 
tions and embroiled in the biggest 
patent arms race in the world. 

“What’s really dangerous is this 
pervasive culture where innovation is 
measured by the number of patents 
you get, Samuels says. That already 
happened in the 3D print industry 
during the ’80s. Now that the old pat- 
ents are expiring the 3D print market 
is finally starting to mushroom, and 
scores of new enterprises are popping 
up where before there were just a few. 
But if the original inventors return to 
assert their patents, they could erase 
all that progress. We could be jerked 
righ back to the ’80s, when a few 
powerful firms had a virtual 3D print 
monopoly. The cost of a 3D printer 
could shoot up to $20,000; the “revo- 
lution” could once again be confined 
to engineering departments in uni- 
versities or well-heeled architecture 
firms. It would be neither plastic shit 
nor space food. 


The notion of patent squatting has 
generated a knot of complicated emo- 
tions at Type A, which Rutter admits 
has begun filing patents. In the back 
room, designers squabble about what 
purpose a patent serves anyway. Is it a 
tool to protect property, a means to en- 
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courage innovation, or a blunt instru- 
ment for companies who have no other 
product? Is it a thing that once had 
meaning, but that has now become its 
own form of virtual currency? 

Rutter takes the rather hard-line 
view that patents stifle new indus- 
tries, and yet he grudgingly partici- 
pates in the system. Patents are a way 
to attract investors, he says, and raise 
enough money to expand the compa- 
ny. They’re also a shield in the event 
that Stratasys comes along and sues. 

But even as Type A outgrows its 
DIY stage and opens an 8,000-square- 
foot manufacturing plant in San 
Leandro to accommodate its new 
production demands (20 machines a 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MIL MAIL 


DISNEY 


MSN PeOeAD - VEISII 


—tPeLiue 


TANTASIA 


LIVE IN CONCERT 


WITH THE SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY 


MAY 31 8PM ji 
mill. 4PM mist anced 


oOMmductor 


Sarah Hicks 
San Francisco Symphony 


Exce 


ots from FH aitasaa sé 


estored 


& tr 


% 2 out 


animation. Magnificent repertory 


— 


HD filrn clos w 


mg Derrornasnice of LyYsriey 


Cbreaking mar 


and Fanfasia 2000. includ ai* 


BHeethovens Frtn 
Suite, wil 
shown on the big screen. E 


bm 


MEDIA PANTNEN ‘SF 


SECOND CENTURY PARTNERS 


Chevron 


Sympmnory 


. 


pe perf srrmed while Disney % stum ny 


ta" e-Le-lil-l*liiie 


ro Pav ie 


tei [asia { i've itt 


We of Syrrpr ric reesic ads 


trom the origmal 1940 version 
The Sorcerer's Apgyyventice 


and Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker 


footage is 


xperence icorec moments and 


un 


$4 


Veer rLave before 


SE —— 


SESYMPHONY.ORG/FILM (415) e64-coo0 


SEASON PARTNERS 


Son Fore new Cheek k 
SiCeate 


LETTERS NEWS 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


week, to start), Rutter maintains an 
open-source ethos. He’s not turning 
Type A into a closed system but, 
rather, an “accessible source” business 
— meaning its design files aren't open 
for the general public to copy, but the 
founders allow tinkerers to mess with 
those designs. 

Whatever potential there is for 
ready-made houses or fabricated food, 
it hangs on the balance of a healthy 
industry. Mid-level companies like 
Type A, which emerged with all the 
bright-eyed idealism of the open 
source movement, now have to so- 
lidify their place in the market. That 
means keeping up the pace of inno- 
vation while trying not to be sued, or 


= 


devoured. It also means protecting 
their meager patent assets. 

Yet Allen believes that the Type A 
staff shouldn't live in fear of a lawsuit. 
“Product cycles last about six months 
in 3D printing,” he says, explaining 
that at least two new types of print 
machine will hit the market each year. 
That’s faster than smartphones, which 
are already far too fast for the courts 
to keep up with; Apple and Samsung 
are still squabbling over products that 
have long since gone off the market. 

It’s just not that easy to forestall a 
high-tech revolution. Particularly one 
that can copy itself. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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THU 2/6 


Exhibit 


THE SCIENCE OF SEX 


One thing After Dark: Sexplora- 
tions has taught us: No matter what 
your sexual peccadillo, nature has got 
you beat. Into water sports? The 
male porcupine will shoot a volumi- 
nous stream of urine at his potential 
partner from several feet away; if 
she’s into it, she will mate with him 
until he’s begging for mercy, but if 
his urine is weak, she just shrieks at 
him for being so damn gross and 
cleans herself up. Think you're hung 
like a porn star? The male Argentine 
lake duck has a corkscrew penis as 
long as his own body — if his lady 
balks, he uses it as a frickin’ lariat. 
This year, Sexplorations proves that 
if size doesn’t matter (the longest 
sperm in nature is 1,000 times longer 
than man’s, and it belongs to a fruit 
fly), it can still be really weird. Dive 
under the microscope with flower 
dissections, real-time DNA testing, a 
live sex act, and insect peepshows. 
Tonight’s guest speaker is Dr. Diana 
Laird from UCSPF’s Laird Lab, where 
she studies the development of germ 
cells in mammalian embryos. 

After Dark: Sexplorations starts 
at 6 p.m. at the Exploratorium, 
Pier 15, S.E Tickets are $10-$15; 
call or visit exploratorium.edu. 


Silke Tudor 








THE 13ST 


18 | FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 | 


HE CALENDAR 





What AL a] t- 
Bobcat? ©, 
Shakes the Clown, 
Sunday 


SAT 2/8 


Bowling 


STRANGE ALCHEMY 


Prepare yourself for a choco- 
late-meets-peanut butter moment. The 
event, Wagner Bowling, rolls together 
two things previously unassociated: 


\ 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 6-12, 2014 
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Fish and’! 


Hooks 
p.20 


Water Ways 


p.21 


bowling and opera. Yes, that’s right. 
Bowling and opera. The event is spon- 
sored by Merola Plus, an organization 
that creates social and educational 
events for young professionals who 
love the arts. Professional tenor Casey 
Candebat will be on hand, and the party 
is Viking-themed in honor of influen- 
tial composer Richard Wagner (think 


Alan Arkin 

Laura Dern 
Luke Wilson 
Ted Danson 
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WITH APPEARANCES BY: 


Megan Mullally 
Chris Elliott 
Rashida Jones 
Zach Galifianakis 
Maya Rudolph Stella 





Ride of the Valkyries and if that doesn’t 
work, think Apocalypse Now, and if that 
still doesn’t work, think dun-dun-dun 
dunnnn dunnnn!). So come ready for 
strikes, spares, and the occasional gut- 
terball, in your finest Viking helmets, 
Brunnhilde braids, and other Nordic at- 
tire. Bonus tip: The Disney museum is 
only a block away. Stop by before the 





HOTEL Vetta 


party for Disney Goes to the Opera. It’s a 
look at the use of classical music in Dis- 
ney films. 

Merola Plus presents Wagner 
Bowling at 4:30 p.m. at Presidio 
Bowling Center, 93 Moraga Ave., S.F. 
Admission is free; call 565-6427 or 
visit merola.org. Devin Holt 


SUN 2/9 


Comedy 


PARTY CLOWN 


Sunday is the last day of SF Sketchfest, 
and there are great shows to see in the 
festival's final weekend. But why not 
close out your Sketchfest experience 
with something memorably weird and 
go to the Shakes the Clownlive 
show? Conveniently scheduled at 4 p.m. 
the Sunday after the Super Bowl, your 
first crush, Bobcat Goldthwait, will doa 
live reading from his 1991 oddball cult 
hit, which imdb.com describes as, “It 
looks like we don’t have any synopsis for 
this title yet.” Goldthwait, aka Shakes 
the drunken party clown himself, won't 
be the only original star showing up for 
the live reading; Florence Henderson, 
Julie Brown, and Tom Kenny will all be 
there to indulge in the strangeness. 

Shakes the Clown Live starts at 4 
p.m. at Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Co- 
lumbus Ave., S.E Tickets are $25. Call 
928-4320 or visit sfsketchfest.com. 
Emilie Mutert 


IICHETS 
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Ow! 


Jason Schwartzman 
Chris Hardwick 
Amy Schumer 
Adam Scott 

and many more! 
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TASTE 1S NOW ON TAP 


#1 NEW BEER PRODUCT FOR 2013, 


Twelve distenctive lagers were perfected. Six shone brighter than the 
rest, and one was chosen to carry the Black Crown (abel, Intreduceng 
Sudweiser Black Cewn —a premium, golden amber lager with 6% aic,/vol. 
Sorn from the collaboration of twelve Budweiser brewmasters, and the 
feedback fram 25.000 people at bars, parties and music festivals 
Tha new Bueweser Black Crown is here, and now available on draft 
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Pe a> LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. J.S. Weis: Liquid Hymn: Imagine artwork 
from the Audubon Society melding with psychedelic 
art of the 1960s, and you have a sense of the mys- 
terious, intoxicating new canvases from Oakland's 
J.S. Weis. Starting Feb. 7. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 8. 1000 Howard St., S.F., 
861-5089, www.lamsf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Black & White in Color: Group 
show featuring Len Davis, Bob Dob, David Fenton, 
Caitlin Hackett, Pee Monster, Lee Harvey Roswell, 
and Adrienne Simms. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 8. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926- 
8573, www.bashcontemporary.com. 

Caldwell Snyder Gallery. 30x30: A 30th Anniversary 
Exhibition & Celebration: Group show featuring 
original paintings and drawings with dimensions 
of 30 inches by 30 inches. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 10. 341 Sutter St., S.F., 296- 
7896, www.caldwellsnyder.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Nina Katchadourian: Two 
Libraries - Recently Sorted Books: Photographs 
of books whose titles combine in haiku-like word 





THU 2/6 


Performance Art 


arrangements. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 15. 248 Utah St., S.F., 399-1439, www. 
cclarkgallery.com. 

City College of San Francisco. 75 Years: Selections 
from the City College of San Francisco Photography 
Department, Vol. 1: Work by current and former 
CCSF students and faculty (in the CCSF Gallery 
Obscura). Through Feb. 11. 50 Phelan, S.F., 239-3000, 
www.ccsf.edu. 

City Limits. Trapper Keeper: Mia Christopher, Jane Kim, 
Mie Horlyck Morgensen, and Lana Williams present 
“Trapper Keeper.” Through Feb. 15, 7 p.m. Free. 
300 Jefferson St., Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com/. 

Creativity Explored. Camille Shelley Holvoet: A 
Particularly Picky Perfect Goddess: Inaugural solo 
show of oil pastel drawings. Through Feb. 19. 3245 
16th St., S.F., 863-2108, www.creativityexplored.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Two Geologies: Stephen De 
Staebler & Danae Mattes: De Staebler’s sculptured 
figures and Mattes’ paintings are intrinsically con- 
nected to earthly layers and formations, seeming 
to crack, fade, and flourish all at the same time. 
Starting Feb. 6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 1. 210 Post, S.F., 956-3560, www. 
dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. James Sterlin Pitt: Hello Green 
Cosmos: Three-dimensional painted wood sculp- 
tures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 8. 
Nathaniel Dorsky: Film Stills: Archival pigment prints 
from the artist's silent films. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 8. 14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, 
www.gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Wolfgang Paalen: Philosopher 
of the Possible: Surrealist sculpture and paintings 
created by the Austrian artist between 1932-1954. 
Starting Feb. 6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 29. Simone Leigh: Code Switch: 
The NYC artist’s West Coast solo debut featuring 
sculpture, installation, and video. Starting Feb. 6. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 29. 161 
Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, www.gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Tom Burckhardt: Cast Paint- 


Courtesy of Samar 


FISHES & FATHER FIGURES 


The ASKEW Film and Performance Festival is a look at some of the best 
and most groundbreaking work from the Bay Area’s “fringe” artists. It’s pro- 
duced by the crew at the Femina Potens art gallery, which believes in “creating 
space for the exploration of identity through experimental, body-based perfor- 
mance art, and living interactive artistic manifestations.” ASKEW brings these 
values to the stage and screen with three evenings of themed material. It starts 
with We All Live Here: Primal Expressionism, and continues through the week- 
end with Breaking Stones: Defining New Roles of Masculinity and The Sacred and 
the Profane. Of the many works presented, the most well-known is Siouxsie Q 
and Sean Andrie’s story about a mermaid sex worker, Fish Girl. The most antic- 
ipated is probably Femina Potens founder Madison Young's Catch, which ex- 
plores our cultural fascination with heroic father figures. And our vote for most 
intriguing goes to Gabriella Daris, who creates a sex ritual from mini golf. 
Femina Potens presents ASKEW Film and Performance Festival at 7 
p.m. and continues through Feb. 8 at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission St., S.F. Admission is $8-$10; call 978-2787 or visit ybca.org. 


Devin Holt 
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ings: Oil paintings on cast plastic “canvases.” 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 15. 49 
Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www.gregorylindgallery.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. William T. Wiley: Newslate: Recent 
acrylic paintings and watercolors featuring the 
artist's trademark use of wordplay. Starting Feb. 
8. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
15. 260 Utah St., S.F., 495-5454, www.hosfeltgal- 
lery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Lalla Essaydi: New Beauty: 
Surrounded by Islamic calligraphy and, in some 
cases, by bullet casings that at first glance seem 
like jewels, the women in Essaydi's large-scale 
photographs disrupt stereotypes like a 21st-century 
bookend to outdated exoticism. Starting Feb. 6. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, www.jenkinsjohn- 
songallery.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Daniel Healey: Sorry Enter- 
tainer: Abstract works constructed with ink trans- 
fers, tape, and paper on canvas. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 49 Geary Ste. 200, S.F., 
www.mgart.com. 

Mirus Gallery. Local: Group show of Bay Area artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 15. 540 
Howard St., S.F., 543-3440, www.mirusgallery.com. 

Mission: Comics & Art. Sandman: 25th Anniversary Art 
Show: Group show paying tribute to Neil Gaiman's 
landmark comic book series. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 3520 20th St. B, S.F., 
695-1545, www.missioncomicsandart.com. 

Modern Eden. Feral Creatures: Animalistic group show 
curated by Stephanie Chefas. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 8. 403 Francisco, S.F., 956- 
3303, www.moderneden.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Lauren Marsolier: Transition: 
Disorienting, digitally assembled photomontage 
landscapes and scenes. Starting Feb. 6. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 29. 
Kenneth Josephson: Conceptual and experimental 
B+W photographs from the 1960s and 1970s. Starting 
Feb. 6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. 49 Geary, S.F., 421-0122, www.kochgallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the 
Shadows: Chicago street photography, silhouette 
self-portraits, and other black-and-white snap- 
shots from the enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. 
Starting Feb. 6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 26. 49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, www. 
scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. Brave New World: 
Current in Contemporary Abstraction: Group show 
featuring modern abstract works by Tim Bavington, 
Sophia Dixon Dillo, Peter Fox, William Metcalf, David 
Ryan, Patrick Wilson, and Eric Zammitt. Starting Feb. 
6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 
251 Post, S.F., 788-5588, www.srcart.com. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). Edith 
Hillinger: Death Valley collage series. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Feb. 20. Sharon Shepherd: 
Recent paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 20. Elena Zolotnitsky: Figurative oil 
paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 20. 2 Marina Boulevard, S.F., 441-4777, www. 
sfmoma.org. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. Black 
Power * Flower Power: Photographs by Pirkle Jones 
and Ruth-Marion Baruch documenting the Black 
Panthers and Haight-Ashbury neighborhood in the 
late 1960s. Through Feb. 20. 1650 Holloway, S.F., 
338-1112, www.sfsustudentcenter.com. 

Shooting Gallery. Jet Martinez: City of Eternal Spring- 
time: Brightly colored floral paintings inspired by 
the Oakland muralist’s Mexican folk art heritage. 
Starting Feb. 8. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 8. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www. 
shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. All Possible Futures: Jon 
Sueda curated this group show that attempts to 
broaden the boundaries of graphic design. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 13. 934 
Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Tim Doyle: UnReal Estate Ill: The 
third installment in Doyle’s ongoing series of seri- 
graphs that depict iconic — but fictional — locations 
from TV shows as if they existed in real life. Starting 
Feb. 6. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
22. 816 Sutter, S.F., www.spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Paul Mavrides: Art Work 
Makes You Free: Exhibit featuring thrift-scored and 
dumpster-dived paintings overlaid with bold text 
commentaries. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 15. 2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, www. 
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Gallery Exhibit 


SHADOW WOMAN 


Many artists dream of having a large audience acknowledge their work — it 
might be long after their deaths, but better late than never. Vivian Maier’s 
stash of more than 100,000 photographs and negatives surfaced after she 
died in 2009, at the age of 83. She was soon recognized as one of the great 
street photographers, unsung in her own lifetime. Her scenario resonated 
with the public, making her not only widely exhibited, but a darling of the 
Internet. She trended on Twitter. She was Facebook famous. Maier often 
turned her lens toward those on the fringes: minorities, the poor, and the 
elderly, producing portraits of strangers that are humorous but respectful, 
quirky yet sympathetic. She worked for four decades as a nanny, quietly 
photographing the scenes around her and frequently capturing her own re- 
flection or shadow. “Vivian Maier: Out of the Shadows” pays tribute to 
an artist who never benefited financially from her work. The images were 
selected from the collection of Jeffrey Goldstein, one of the original buyers 
when Maier’s treasure trove went up for auction in 2007, once she could no 
longer pay for the storage unit that housed them. 

“Vivian Maier: Out of the Shadows” starts at 5:30 p.m. and continues 
through April 26 at Scott Nichols Gallery, 49 Geary St., S.F. Free; call 
788-4641 or visit scottnicholsgallery.com. Michael Singman-Aste 


stevenwolffinearts.com/gallery.asp. 

Traywick Contemporary. Benicia Gantner: Isole: 
Recent vinyl collages. Thursdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through March 15. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 
510-527-1214, www.traywick.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Winter Wonder: New works by Rod- 
ney Ewing and Ronn Harsh. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 3681 Sacramento, S.F., 
423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. Olek: | Haven't a Single Explorer 
on My Planet: Solo show featuring the yarn bomb- 
er's latest crocheted creations. Starting Feb. 8. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 8. 
886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 


BENEFITS 


28th Annual KPFA Grateful Dead Marathon: David 
Gans hosts this yearly benefit for Berkeley commu- 
nity radio station KPFA 94.1 FM. Expect a variety of 
live on-air performances, special guests throughout 
the day, and lots of languorous guitar jams from 
Jerry & Co. Sat., Feb. 8, 9 a.m., donation, kpfa.org. 
Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

31st Annual Dinner a [a Heart: Dine at a variety of 
local restaurants — including Barbacco, II Fornaio, 
Cliff House, Hayes Street Grill, Bar Jules, Gary Danko, 
and many more — and the money you spend goes to 
support the Institute on Aging’s senior programs. 
Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., $75-$190, ioaging.org/dinner- 
alaheart. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

Arty Party: Post:Ballet hosts a haute couture dance 
party to raise money for its future stage produc- 
tions. Sun., Feb. 9, 4-8 p.m., $25, facebook.com/ 
postballet. Raven, 1151 Folsom, S.F., 431-1151, www. 
ravenbarsf.com. 

Elevate Oakland's First Annual Benefit Concert: 
Fundraiser for Sheila E's music therapy foundation 
with performances by Michael Franti & Friends, 
Judith Hill, Goapele, Ozomatli, and Orianthi. Sat., 
Feb. 8, 8 p.m., $75-$125, elevateoakland.org. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
548-3010, www.thefoxoakland.com. 

Beth Van Hoesen: Portraits from the Castro: Benefit 
exhibit for the Rainbow Honor Walk featuring colorful 
paintings of Castro locals. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 1. George Krevsky Fine 
Art, 77 Geary, S.F., 397-9748, www.georgekrevsky- 
gallery.com. 

Haute Dog SF 3: A “doggie runway fashion show” 
to benefit Muttville Senior Dog Rescue. Fri., Feb. 7, 
5:30-8:30 p.m., $35-$60, hautedog14.eventbrite. 
com. The Galleria, 101 Henry Adams, S.F., 490-5800, 
www.sfvenues.com. 

Love on Wheels: SF Bicycle Coalition fundraiser 
featuring a cycle-centric version of MTV's old dating 
game show, Singled Out, plus music by DJs Shooey, 
Sinned, and Aaron Pope. Wed., Feb. 5, $5-$10, sfbike. 
org/love. DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, 
www.dnalounge.com. 

Noe Valley Chamber Music 2014 Gala Celebration: 


NVCM benefit concert with Robin Sutherland, Chris- 
topher Basso, Scott Foglesong, Keisuke Nakagoshi, 
and Nicholas Pavkovic. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m., $50-$60, 
nvem.org. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, 
S.F., 928-7770, www.stmarks-sf.org. 

Writers with Drinks: Readings by Jeff VanderMeer, 
Lucy Corin, Marian Szczepanski, and Lisa Evans, 
with the event's proceeds benefitting the Center 
for Sex & Culture. Sat., Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10, 
writerswithdrinks.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 


CABARET AND DRAG 


Tith Annual Love Bites Cabaret: Down the Hatch: 
Anti-Valentine’s Day merriment with the Lesbian/ 
Gay Chorus of San Francisco. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m.; 
Mon., Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m., $10, Igcsf.org. Martuni’s, 
4 Valencia, S.F., 241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 

Aries Trasvesti Show: Latin drag spectacle ‘en el 
corazon de la Mission.” Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/ariestrasvesti.show. Balancoire, 2565 
Mission St., S.F., 920-0577, www.balancoiresf.com. 

Cocktailgate: Hosted by Suppositori Spelling. Sundays, 
9 p.m. Truck, 1900 Folsom, S.F., 252-0306, www. 
trucksf.com. 

Christy Cruse: Sundays, 9 p.m., free. Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge, 133 Turk, S.F., 441-2922, www.auntchar- 
lieslounge.com. 

Dragula S.F.: L.A.'s Boulet Brothers team up with 
Heklina for a night of drag and DJs featuring Laganja 
Estranja, Grace Towers, Lady Bear, Saint Peter D'Vil, 
Ridge Gallagher, Men's Club Soundsystem, and more. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 10 p.m., $10. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 
626-0880, www.sf-eagle.com. 

The GlamaZone: With Pollo Del Mar and guests. 
Sundays, 8:30 p.m. The Cafe, 2369 Market, S.F., 
621-4434, www.cafesf.com. 

Lady Rizo: Feb. 6-7, 8 p.m., $25-$35. Feinstein's at the 
Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F., 394-1111. 

Meow Mix: A weekly cabaret show hosted by Ferosha 
Titties, with rotating co-hosts and DJs. Tuesdays, 11 
p.m., $3-$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, 
www.studsf.com. 

The Monster Show: Thematic weekly drag perfor- 
mances with Cookie Dough, DJ MC2, and guests. 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, cookievision.com. The Edge, 
4149 18th St., S.F., 863-4027, www.edgesf.com. 

Piano Bar 101: Open mic cabaret with Joe Collins 
Wicht, Trauma Flintstone’s piano-playing alter ego. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia, S.F., 
241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 

POP!: A night of pop cabaret with Essie Hyun, Jesse 
Cortez, Alexander Concas, Gilbert Beltran, Katy 
Stephan, and host Joe Wicht. Sun., Feb. 9, 7 p.m., 
$7. Martuni’s, 4 Valencia, S.F., 241-0205, martunis. 
ypguides.net. 

RuPaul's Drag Race: Battle of the Seasons: Featuring 
Sharon Needles, Alaska Thunderfuck, Pandora Boxx, 
Ivy Winters, Manila Luzon, Carmen Carrera, Willam, 
Detox, and hostess Michelle Visage. Sun., Feb. 9, 9 
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p.m., $30-$60. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
S.F., 673-5716, www.theregencyballroom.com. 

Shit & Champagne: D'Arcy Drollinger presents ‘‘a 
Whitesploitation comedy with dance” featuring Mat- 
thew Martin, Rotimi Agbabiaka, Steven LeMay, Nancy 
French, and Seton Brown. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 8, $20, shitandchampagne. 
eventbrite.com. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Some Thing: Art drag night with craft table. Fridays, 
$5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., S.F., 863-6623, www. 
studsf.com. 

Sunday's a Drag: Brunch & drag revue with Donna 
Sachet. Sundays, 11 a.m. & 1:30 p.m., $39.95. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell, S.F., 395-8595, 
www.harrydenton.com. 

Vicki Marlane: I'm Your Lady: Exhibit featuring 
photographs, video, and artifacts illustrating the life 
and career of the Aunt Charlie's Lounge transgender 
drag performer. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $3-$5. GLBT History 
Museum, 4127 18th St., S.F., 621-1107, www.glbthis- 
torymuseum.org. 


COMEDY 


13th Annual SF Sketchfest: Even in a city besotted 
with festivals, this comedy cavalcade stands out as 
one of San Francisco's biggest and most unmissable 
events, featuring more than 200 shows at venues 
all over town. The 2014 lineup includes celebrity 
film tributes, theatrical events, TV reunions, live 
podcast and radio performances, variety shows, 
game shows, improv nights, stand-up comedy, 
storytelling, workshops, music, and much more. 
Through Feb. 9, sfsketchfest.com. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

Bad Movie Night: Voyage to the Planet of Prehistoric 
Women: Hosts Jim Fourniadis, Sherilyn Connelly, 
and Cole Stratton go old-old-old-old-school for 
this special SF Sketchfest edition of Bad Movie 
Night. Sun., Feb. 9, 8 p.m., $15. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Barbary Coast Comedy: Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., $5, 
barbarycoastcomedy.com. Legionnaire Saloon, 
2272 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, www.legionnaire- 
saloon.com. 

The Benson Movie Interruption: Comedian Doug 
Benson and guests spark up to get sparkly for a 
viewing of Twilight: New Moon. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4:20 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. 

The Big, Buttery Sketch Show: XX-chromosome 
sketch comedy starring PianoFight's all-female 
troupe, Chardonnay. Starting Feb. 7, Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 15, $20-$30, 
pianofight.com/tickets. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 
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Dance 


Bill and Lenny: West Coast premiere of a new theatrical 
comedy about two young actors — “Bill” Shatner 
and “Lenny” Nimoy — who are about to boldly go 
where their careers had never gone before. Feb. 
7-8, 8 p.m., $10, strangerx.com. A.C.T. Costume Shop 
Theater, 1117 Market, S.F., 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

Bridget Everett & Dave Hill: Presented by SF Sketch- 
fest. Fri., Feb. 7, 8 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, www.rick- 
shawstop.com. 

Bring the Rock: With Greg Behrendt (and his band, 
The Reigning Monarchs), Bridget Everett, Bobcat 
Goldthwait, Chris Hardwick, Karen Kilgariff, and 
Matt Nathanson. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., 
Feb. 8, 10:30 p.m., $25, sfsketchfest.com. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Cabin Boy 20th Anniversary: With Chris Elliott, Adam 
Resnick, and Peaches Christ. Co-presented by SF 
Sketchfest and Midnight Mass. Fri., Feb. 7, 7:30 
p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. The Castro Theatre, 
429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Celebrity Autobiography: The Music Edition: With 
Pamela Adion, Rachel Dratch, Florence Henderson, 
Michael Hitchcock, Laraine Newman, Eugene Pack, 
Dayle Reyfel, and Fred Willard. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4 & 7 p.m., $50, sfsketchfest. 
com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 
673-6672, www.marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Characters Comedy Night: Seth Morris hosts Back- 
stage Paige, Grant Lyon, Kristen Studard, and Brian 
Barlow as Poppa Proppa, The World's Oldest Prop 
Comic. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 10 
p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

The Chris Gethard Show: With Jake Fogelnest, 
Shannon O'Neill, and more. Presented by SF Sketch- 
fest. Sat., Feb. 8, 8 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. 
Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www. 
theeurekatheatre.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Bottle: The Purple Onion at Kells presents 
two nights with Lyall Behrens. Feb. 7-8, 7 p.m., 
$10, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells 
Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., www. 
kellsirish.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at II Pirata’s 100th Show: Tony Sparks’ 
monthly showcase welcomes guests Marcella 
Arguello, Kaseem Bentley, Jabari Davis, Frankie 
Quinones, Paco Romane, and more. Fri., Feb. 7, 9:30 


ADREAM SUBMERGED 


A man sits in a rocking chair under water that is shockingly blue and clear. He is 
lean and muscular. His movements are slow — as languid as blood. The germi- 
nation of Awaa, the latest work by Aszure Barton, was a dream. It did not stop 
when Barton opened her eyes. As one of the most widely sought choreogra- 
phers of her generation, Barton put dancers underwater. The resulting film ap- 
pears in Awda, sometimes projected softly behind the dancers, sometimes 
lowered in front, on a gauze-like scrim. As with most productions by Aszure 
Barton & Artists, Awda is deeply collaborative — the minds of the dancers 
were stretched as far as their bodies, and the result is an extraordinary rumina- 
tion on elemental opposites: water and fire, masculine and feminine. For the 
neophyte, Barton’s work is visually enthralling, rich in color, emotion, and dy- 
namic form. For the dance enthusiast, it is clear why Barton was chosen as the 
first resident choreographer at New York’s Baryshnikov Arts Centre. 

San Francisco Performances presents Aszure Barton’s Awda at 7:30 p.m. 
and continues through Feb. 8 at Yerba Buena Center of the Arts, 700 How- 
ard St., S.F. Tickets are $35-$50; call 978-2787 or visit sfperformances.org. 
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p.m., free. Il Pirata, 2007 16th St., S.F., 626-2626, 
www. ilpiratasf.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Crash Test: With Rob Huebel, Paul Scheer, Eric Andre, 
Nate Bargatze, Owen Burke, Aparna Nancherla, and 
Eddie Pepitone. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., 
Feb. 8, 10 p.m., $25, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

The Curves & Cupcakes Comedy Tour: With Lilybeth 
Helson, Nina G, Priya Prasad, Gloria Magana, Shanti 
Charan, and Kelly O'Kelly. Tue., Feb. 11, 8 p.m., $15. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Cynic Cave: With George Chen, Kevin O'Shea, 
Ron Babcock, Barbara Gray, Miles K, Sammy Obeid, 
Brandie Posey, and Dave Ross. Sat., Feb. 8, 8 p.m., 
$15. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dark Room Showcases: Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 & 10 p.m. Continues through 
Feb. 8, $15, sfsketchfest.com. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Dick's Last Stand: Artist and actress Donelle Woolford 
presents her re-enactment of a long-lost Richard 
Pryor comedy routine. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. CCA 
Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts, 360 Kansas, 
S.F., 355-9670, www.wattis.org. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley’s Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Eric Andre: A Night of Stand-Up Comedy: With Jesse 
Elias and Stroy Moyd. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Sun., Feb. 9,8 p.m., $22, sfsketchfest.com. Verdi Club, 
2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, www.verdiclub.net. 

Facebook Improv: With Owen Burke, Chad Carter, Rob 
Huebel, Seth Morris, Paul Scheer, and John Velvet. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 8 p.m., 
$30, sfsketchfest.com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, www.marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 

Fancy Meeting You Here: Comical museum tours 
with Dave Hill, Carl Arnheiter, Emily Heller, Laraine 
Newman, and others. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 11 a.m., $25, sfsketchfest.com. Contem- 
porary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, 
www.thecjm.org. 

The Fogelnest Files: With Jake Fogelnest and Chris 
Gethard. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 
10 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Funny Shits: With Eloisa Bravo, Shanti Charan, Caitlin 
Gill, Trevor Hill, Casey Ley, Luke Lockfeld, Drew 
Platt, Brandie Posey, Anna Seregina, and Justin 
Frahm. Sun., Feb. 9, 8 p.m., $10. The Rite Spot Cafe, 
2099 Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, www.ritespotcafe.net. 

Gilbert Gottfried: With David Angelo and Matt Lieb. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 8 & 10:30 
p.m., $30, sfsketchfest.com. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., S.F., 751-0200. 

The Greatest Concert Ever: With Matt Besser, John 
Ross Bowie, Andy Daly, Drennon Davis, Dave Hill, 
Brian Huskey, Eddie Pepitone, and Miles & Jesse. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 10:30 p.m., 
$20, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Hand to Mouth: SF Sketchfest Edition: Trevor Hill 
hosts a compulsory night of obsessive comedy with 
Tommy Dassalo, Barbara Gray, Matt Ingebretson, 
Nina Manni, Rob Schultz, and Scott Vermeire. Fri., 
Feb. 7,10 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Harmontown: With Dan Harmon and Jeff B. Davis. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Thu., Feb. 6, 8 p.m., 
$20, sfsketchfest.com. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

Imaginary Radio: With Drennon Davis, Nick Stargu, 
Karen Kilgariff, and more. Presented by SF Sketch- 
fest. Sat., Feb. 8, 11:45 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Improv Showcase: With EndGames Improv, Hip. >> 
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Art Exhibit 


STREET ALLSTARS 


Each is a standout Bay Area artist. Each is as comfortable in the street doing 
public work as he is painting and exhibiting inside a gallery. Eddie Colla, 
Hugh Leeman, and D Young V share an aesthetic vision that is undeniable, 
and now they’re sharing the space at 111 Minna Gallery, starting with a recep- 
tion tonight. Colla, Leeman, and D Young V have collaborated before but this 
is their first significant exhibition at the downtown San Francisco venue that 
displays artists’ work with keen veneration. On display through March 29, the 
exhibit promises to be one of 2014’s most memorable gallery collaborations 
—akind of all-star gathering where the art and the attitude go hand-in-hand. 

New work by Eddie Colla, Hugh Leeman, and D Young V opens at 5 
p-m., 111 Minna Gallery, 111 Minna, S.F. Free; call 974-1719 or visit 
111minnagallery.com. Jonathan Curiel 


Bang!, John Velvet, and Rob Christensen. Presented 
by SF Sketchfest in the Brava Studio. Sat., Feb. 8, 8 
p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater Center, 
2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Improv4Humans: Live podcast with Matt Besser, Chris 
Gethard, Seth Morris, and more. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 1 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Jamie Kilstein & John Fugelsang Debate the Exis- 
tence of God: Moderated by Rick Overton. Sun., Feb. 
9, 8p.m., $25, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Jen Kirkman: | Seem Fun: Live podcast with Brendan 
Hines. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 7:30 
p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater Center, 
2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Joel Hodgson: Riffing Myself: An up-close-and-per- 
sonal evening with the creator of Mystery Science 
Theatre 3000. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 
7, 8 p.m., $30-$50, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Jonah Raydio: With Jonah Ray and special guest 
Robert Ben Garant. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 1 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Jordan, Jesse, Go!: With Jordan Morris, Jesse Thorn, 
and Rob Corddry. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., 
Feb. 8, 1p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 
215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre. 
com. 

The K Ohle: Live podcast with Kurt Braunohler, Nate 
Bargatze, Rachel Dratch, Bobcat Goldthwait, and 
Seth Morris. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 
8, 1p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Punch Line, 444 Bat- 
tery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Kira Soltanovich: Presented by Society Cabaret. 
Fri., Feb. 7, 8 & 10 p.m., $20. Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-4434. 

Kurt Tub: With Kurt Braunohler, Wil Anderson, Nate Bar- 
gatze, Todd Barry, Emily Heller, and Mike Lawrence. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 10:30 p.m., 
$20, sfsketchfest.com. Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa, 
S.F., 861-5048, www.verdiclub.net. 

Lady to Lady: With Tess Barker, Barbara Gray, Brandie 
Posey, Karen Kilgariff, and Seth Morris. Presented by 
SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest. 
com. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401- 
7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: 1-Year Anniversary Celebration: With 
Donald Lacy, Valerie Branch, Steve Lee, Andrew 
Orolfo, Sandra Riser, and Tuesday Thomas. Mon., Feb. 
10, 7 p.m., $5-$12, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. OMG, 
43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www.clubomgsf.com. 

Mike Capozzola: | Ink Alone: A humorous multimedia 
show about comic books with the comedian and 
cartoonist. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Thu., Feb. 6, 
8 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Cartoon Art Museum, 
655 Mission, S.F., 227-8666, www.cartoonart.org. 

Mission CTRL & Living Impaired: With host Matt 
Morales. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Wed., Feb. 5, 
8 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
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Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Naked Babies: With Rob Corddry, Brian Huskey, Seth 
Morris, and John Ross Bowie. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m., $30, sfsketchfest. 
com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, S.F., 
673-6672, www.marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

NPR's Ask Me Another: With Ophira Eisenberg, 
Jonathan Coulton, Danny Pudi, Adam Savage, and 
more. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Wed., Feb. 5, 8 
p.m., $25-$35, sfsketchfest.com. The Castro Theatre, 
429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

One Star: With Thomas Lennon, Matt Mira, Jake 
Fogelnest, Robert Ben Garant, Michael Hitchcock, 
Matt Kirshen, Laraine Newman, Eddie Pepitone, 
Cathy Shim, and more, plus music by Mike Farrell. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 10:30 p.m., 
$25, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Owen & T.J. Read the News: Live podcast with Owen 
Burke, Adam McKay, and Kathryn Hahn. Presented by 
SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 1p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641- 
7657, www. brava.org. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
22,$20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Picture This!: With Brandie Posey, George Chen, Jake 
Fogelnest, Caitlin Gill, Sean Keane, Mike Lawrence, 
and Clare O'Kane, plus animation by Grif Kimmins and 
Sam Varela. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 
8,1p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Dark Room Theater, 
2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Point Break Live: In this comical stage recreation of 
the totes rad action film by Academy Award™-win- 
ning director Kathryn Bigelow, an audience member 
volunteers to play the Keanu Reeves lead role of FBI 
Agent Johnny Utah while the rest of the cast does 
radical ‘n' extreme — and/or ridiculous ‘n’ extremely 
silly — things as the plot develops. First Friday of 
every month, 7:30 &10 p.m. Continues through April 
4,$25-$50, pointbreaksf.com. DNA Lounge, 375 tith 
St., S.F., 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

Probably Science: Live podcast with Jesse Case, 
Matt Kirshen, and Andy Wood. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www. 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Prompter: With Wil Anderson, Nate Bargatze, Matt 
Kirshen, Aparna Nancherla, Rick Overton, and Eddie 
Pepitone. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 
8 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & 
Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 


The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Revenge of the Nerds 30th Anniversary: With Curtis 
Armstrong, Timothy Busfield, Robert Carradine, 
Andrew Cassese, Julia Montgomery, Larry B. Scott, 
and Brian Tochi. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., 
Feb. 8, 8:30 p.m., $30, sfsketchfest.com. The 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, www. 
castrotheatre.com. 

Road Stories: Live podcast with Murray Valeriano, Kira 
Soltanovich, and Eddie Pepitone. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Rooftop Comedy Showcases: Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Saturdays, 7:30 & 10 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 8, $15, sfsketchfest.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Salute to Coyle & Sharpe: An afternoon with Mal Sharpe, 
Matt Besser, Matt Walsh, James Reichmuth, and 
Jesse Thorn. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 
9, 4 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Sanjay and Craig Live: Nickelodeon's animated TV series 
comes to life with cast members Chris Hardwick, 
Maulik Pancholy, John DiMaggio, Matt Jones, and 
Nolan North, and more. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 11 a.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
S.F., 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, improvsoci- 
ety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

Set List: Comedy Without a Net: With Wil Anderson, 
Eric Andre, Bobcat Goldthwait, Gilbert Gottfried, 
Emily Heller, Matt Kirshen, and Rick Overton. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 8 p.m., 
$25, sfsketchfest.com. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

The SF Sketchfest Dozen: With Emily Heller, Mike 
Lawrence, and Stroy Moyd. Fri., Feb. 7, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
Feb. 8, 9:15 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

The SF Sketchfest Dozen: With Matt Kirshen, Aparna 
Nancherla, and Jules Posner. Fri., Feb. 7, 10:15 p.m.; 
Sat., Feb. 8, 7 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

SF Sketchfest Stands Up: With Rob Christensen, 
Tommy Dassalo, Nina Manni, Lydia Popovich, Sam 
Sagheb, Rob Schultz, Scott Vermeire, and Cameron 
Vannini. Fri., Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. 
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, 
www.brava.org. 

SF Sketchfest Tribute to Alan Arkin: Kevin Pollak 
moderates a 35th anniversary screening of The 
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In-Laws. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., $25, sfsketchfest.com. 
The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, www. 
castrotheatre.com. 

Shakes the Clown Live: With Bobcat Goldthwait, Julie 
Brown, Tom Kenny, Florence Henderson, and more. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m., 
$25, sfsketchfest.com. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 
Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Shit & Champagne: D'Arcy Drollinger presents ‘‘a 
Whitesploitation comedy with dance” featuring Mat- 
thew Martin, Rotimi Agbabiaka, Steven LeMay, Nancy 
French, and Seton Brown. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 8, $20, shitandchampagne. 
eventbrite.com. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Some People Like Us: With Kaseem Bentley, Casey 
Ley, Asif Ali, Loren Kraut, Matthew Nouriel, Drew 
Platt, Sam Sagheb, and Dave Thomason. Presented 
by SF Sketchfest in the Brava Studio. Sat., Feb. 8, 
10:15 p.m., $15, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Stand-Up Spotlight: Dave Hill & Wil Anderson: 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Thu., Feb. 6, 8 p.m., $20, 
sfsketchfest.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 
788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Stripped Down Shorts: One-Act Comedies by 
Eugene Pack: Starring Pamela Adlon, Florence 
Henderson, Michael Hitchcock, Laraine Newman, 
Dayle Reyfel, and Fred Willard. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 1 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, 
www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Terrified with Dave Ross: Featuring guests Barbara 
Gray, Karen Kilgariff, and Eddie Pepitone. Presented 
by SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 1p.m., $15, sfsketch- 
fest.com. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Theme Park Improv: With lan Brennan, Rachel Dratch, 
Simon Helberg, John Michael Higgins, Michael 
Hitchcock, Jessica Makinson, Cole Stratton, and 
Janet Varney. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 
7, 10:15 p.m., $30, sfsketchfest.com. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Throwing Shade: Live podcast with Erin Gibson and 
Bryan Safi. Presented by SF Sketchfest. Thu., Feb. 6, 8 
p.m., $20, sfsketchfest.com. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Todd Barry Podcast: With guests Karen Kilgariff, 
Jen Kirkman, and Rick Overton. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, 
www.theeurekatheatre.com. 

Todd Barry: The Crowd Work Tour: Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Fri., Feb. 7, 8 p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, 
www.verdiclub.net. 

Top Secret 30th Anniversary: With Jim Abrahams, David 
Zucker, Jerry Zucker, and Paul Scheer. Presented by 
SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 1p.m., $20, sfsketchfest. 
com. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. 

Upright Citizens Brigade: A.S.S.S.S.C.A.T.: With 
Matt Besser, lan Roberts, Scott Adsit, Chris Geth- 
ard, Shannon O'Neill, Tami Sagher, and Lucy Davis. 


RETURN TO THE SCENE 


Janey Smith’s popular poetry parties, Live at 851, were forced to find a 
new home at the end of last year when the abandoned apartment in which 
they were held was boarded up and protected by the police. After a few 
stints in the basement of a Tenderloin retail shop, the series returns to the 
original building... in Smith’s apartment. Featuring Rauan Klassnik, visiting 
from Washington in support of his new book The Moon's Jaw; Alana Siegel, 
who just published Archipelago, which, in the words of Jerome Rothenberg, 
“adds a new presence & intelligence to a major subset of postmodern Ameri- 
can poetry;” Steven Seidenberg, whose just-published first book Itch is a fas- 
cinating combination of philosophy and poetry; and poet TJ Lyons. This is 
definitely a BYOB affair. Be prepared to mingle. 

Live at 851 starts at 8 p.m. at 849 Haight St., S.F. Free; push the 


buzzer at the door. Evan Karp 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 


Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 10 p.m., sold 
out, sfsketchfest.com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, www.marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 

Vague Stories: Live podcast with Greg Behrendt. 
Presented by SF Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m., 
$20, sfsketchfest.com. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

What's So Funny After 50?: Comedy night featuring 
Dan St. Paul. Ticket price also includes pinball. Fri., 
Feb. 7,8 p.m., $15. Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 Web- 
ster, Alameda, 510-769-1349, www.pacificpinball.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 

Anna and the Annadroids: Man(u)fractured: Chore- 
ographer Anna Sullivan imagines woman as machine 
in her company, Anna and the Annadroids. Pushing 
artifice to its limits with thick makeup, robotic 
movement, media installations, and fetish-worthy 
costumes, she explores the human destruction of 
the natural world in Man(u)fractured. Feb. 7-8, 8 
p.m.; Sun., Feb. 9, 7 p.m., $20-$38, amerifluff.com. 
ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F., 863-6606, www. 
odctheater.org. 

ASKEW Film & Performance Festival: Femina Potens 
presents its second festival of experimental film, 
radical dance, and performance art, combining 
movies and movement in three nights of counter- 
cultural showcases. Feb. 6-8, 7 p.m., $8-$10, ybca. 
org/femina-potens. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

Aszure Barton & Artists: Awaa: Canada-born chore- 
ographer Aszure Barton interprets her own dream 
about a submerged rocking chair into a modern 
dance performance with video accompaniment. 
Feb. 7-8, 7:30 p.m., $35-$50, aszurebarton.com. 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Lam Research 
Theater, 700 Howard, S.F., 495-6360, www.ybca.org. 

DAMSF: Urban dance showcase featuring performances 
by Lee Lee Coleman, Stephan “‘Isi” Tuifua, Keontae 
J, Atomic Allure, Prince Ali, A.J. Mac, Glory Mendoza 
& Mark Pablico, LSF, and others, plus fashion, music, 
and more. Thu., Feb. 6, 10 p.m., $10-$20, damsf. 
info. DNA Lounge, 375 ith St., S.F., 626-1409, www. 
dnalounge.com. 

Hemorrhage: An Ablution of Hope and Despair: 
Inspired by the evictions occurring as San Francisco's 
Mission District becomes a bedroom community for 
Silicon Valley techies — as well as ongoing global 
catastrophes such as climate change, racism, and 
gender discrimination — choreographer Krissy 
Keefer imagines a post-apocalyptic junkyard oc- 
cupied by exiled women who dance and drum out 
their political hopes and fears. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 8, $15-$30. Dance 
Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 273-4633, www. 
dancemission.com. 

Man in a Case: Mikhail Baryshnikov stars in this Big 
Dance Theater production that adapts two Anton 
Chekhov stories into a mix of movement and drama. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 16, $45- 
$125, bigdancetheater.org. Berkeley Repertory's 
Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live music and dance perfor- 
mances. Second Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
facebook.com/mision.flamenca. Bissap Baobab, 3372 
19th St., S.F., 826-9287, www.bissapbaobab.com. 

ODC/Dance Unplugged: An advance look at boulders 
and bones, the new ODC/Dance work-in-progress 
featuring a visual aesthetic inspired by nature artist 
Andy Goldsworthy and music by cellist Zoé Keating. 
Fri., Feb. 7, 7 p.m., $25. ODC Dance Commons, 351 
Shotwell, S.F., 621-0643, www.odcschool.org. 


FESTIVALS 


13th Annual SF Sketchfest: Even in a city besotted 
with festivals, this comedy cavalcade stands out as 
one of San Francisco's biggest and most unmissable 
events, featuring more than 200 shows at venues 
all over town. The 2014 lineup includes celebrity 
film tributes, theatrical events, TV reunions, live 
podcast and radio performances, variety shows, 
game shows, improv nights, stand-up comedy, 
storytelling, workshops, music, and much more. 
Through Feb. 9, sfsketchfest.com. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 
16th SF IndieFest: They're calling this year’s San 
Francisco Independent Film Festival their ‘Sweet 16,” 
but SF IndieFest is more grown up than that teenage 
designation might imply. With its wide variety of 
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LEGACY OF MOVEMENT 


2014 marks the 10th anniversary of the Black Choreographers Festival. 
The annual event has grown immensely since 2004; this year, it features a 
number of events spread throughout 12 days until mid-March. The festival 
once again brings a wide range of activities, including workshops (like a set of 
mixed-level classes in a variety of dance styles where a daylong pass costs only 
50 cents) and diverse performances that are curated, choreographed, and per- 
formed by leading African-American artists. From acclaimed Bay Area chore- 
ographer Gregory Dawson, we can expect quick, dynamic contemporary ballet, 
while from Robert Moses we can anticipate thoughtful, almost mathematical 
modern dance. Rounding out the more experimental end, the festival offers 
dancer turned dance-creator, Nora Chipaumire, with her movement-theater 
installation piece, Miriam. In addition to these well-established choreogra- 
phers, the BCF presents a lineup of up-and-coming artists who will present 
their works-in-progress during the festival's Next Wave Choreographers Show- 
case, an evening of dance on film, and post-performance Q&As with the partic- 
ipating artists, all throughout various venues in San Francisco and Oakland. 

Black Choreographers Festival presents Here and Now at 11 a.m. at 
the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., S.F. and continues 
through March 8 at various locations. Tickets are $0.50-$35; visit bcf- 
hereandnow.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


art-house dramas, apocalyptic comedies, animated 
features, thrillers, theme parties, sing-alongs, and 
other tangential events, the 2014 IndieFest has a 
lot to offer film fans — even those who are well past 
having parentally imposed curfews. Most screenings 
take place at the Roxie, with some extra shows at 
the Brava Theater Center (2781 24th St., SF) and 
New Parkway Theater (474 24th St., Oakland). Feb. 
6-20, sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F., 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

ASKEW Film & Performance Festival: Femina Potens 
presents its second festival of experimental film, 
radical dance, and performance art, combining 
movies and movement in three nights of counter- 
cultural showcases. Feb. 6-8, 7 p.m., $8-$10, ybca. 
org/femina-potens. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 

First Annual Black History Celebration: The Berkeley 
Juneteenth Committee throws a free party with live 
music by Kev Choice, Zulu Spear, and the Afrofunk 
Experience, plus dance performances, spoken word, 
historical presentations, food, vendors, and more. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 1-6:30 p.m., free. Berkeley Community 
Theatre, 1930 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-845-2308. 

Kirk Von Hammett's Fear FestEvil Weekend: Metallica 
guitarist Kirk Hammett hosts a gathering of the 
clans that’s one part horror-fanboy expo and one 
part thrash metal festival, with vendors and panels 
during the day and bands at night. Feb. 7-8, $70- 
$200, fearfestevil.com. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, S.F., 673-5716, www.theregencyballroom.com. 

S.F. Beer Week: The Bay Area's longest “week” is back 
for its sixth time, with this year’s festival tempting 
your taste buds — and testing your liver — at 
dozens of individual events. Beyond the sold-out 
opening gala at the Concourse Exhibition Center, 
Beer Week's 10-day run includes tap takeovers, 
brewery tours, special ale releases, brewmaster 
meet-and-greets, beer flights, food pairings, pub 
crawls, trivia contests, and much more at venues 
like Zeitgeist, Beer Revolution, Toronado, Mikkeller 
Bar, 2ist Amendment, Speakeasy Taproom, Trumer 
Brauerei, City Beer Store, ThirstyBear Brewing 
Company, Alembic, Monk's Kettle, and many oth- 
ers. Feb. 7-16, sfbeerweek.org. Multiple Bay Area 
Locations, S.F., N/A. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Alejandro Murguia: San Francisco's sixth Poet Laure- 
ate, and first Latino to fill the role, returns to City 
Lights to celebrate the launch of Stray Poems. Wed., 
Feb. 5, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, 
S.F., 362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

All Aunt Hagar’s Children: Word for Word presents 
a staged reading of the title story from Edward 
P. Jones’ book. Mon., Feb. 10, 7 p.m., $15. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
S.F., 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Ana Castillo & Benjamin Hollander: Poetry readings. 
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Thu., Feb. 6, 4:30 p.m., free. Poetry Center, 1600 
Holloway, S.F., 338-2227, www.sfsu.edu/~poetry. 

Burroughs at 100: An Algebra of Apocalypse - The 
Writings & Philosophy of William S. Burroughs: 
Peter Maravelis hosts readings by Jello Biafra, 
Robert Gluck, Daphne Gottlieb, Kevin Killian, Jon 
Longhi, Janie Smith, V. Vale, and others. Sun., Feb. 
9,5 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Connie Post: The former Poet Laureate of Livermore 
joins fellow writers Robin Ekiss and Dean Rader for 
a free night of free verse. Wed., Feb. 5, 7 p.m., free. 
Books Inc./Opera Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, 
www.booksinc.net. 

Crows in the Stork’s Nest: Feisty veteran punk scribe 
Jennifer Blowdryer joins her former Blowdryers 
bandmate Alvin Orloff — plus Brontez Purnell, 
Nicholas McClung, and Paul Corman-Roberts — for 
an early evening of literature from the rock ‘n’ 
roll fringe. Wed., Feb. 5, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/events/1456091017951247. Stork Club, 2330 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www.stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

Dan Coshnear & Genine Lentine: The Bay Area authors 
share their short fiction and poetry, respectively. 
Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 506 
Clement, S.F., 387-2272, www.greenapplebooks.com. 

Daniel Jones: The New York Times’ Modern Love 
columnist goes even deeper into his favorite topic 
in his book Love I/[uminated: Exploring Life's Most 
Mystifying Subject (with the Help of 50,000 Strang- 
ers). Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 

The Epicenter: Mireille Guiliano: Litquake welcomes 
the author of French Women Don't Get Facelifts in 
conversation with Jane Ganahl. Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., 
$5-$15 suggested donation, litquake.org. Hotel Rex, 
562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434. 

Fireside: Secrets: Storytellers Craig McLaughlin, 
Quintin Mecke, Marilyn Pittman, Kay DeMartini, Vijay 
Mehrotra, and Michael Capozzola take 10 minutes 
each to share some confidential truths with the 
audience. Wed., Feb. 5, 8 p.m., $10, firesidestory- 
telling.com. Jellyfish Gallery, 1286 Folsom, S.F., N/A. 

Jeff VanderMeer: The sci-fi writer celebrates the 
release of Annihilation, the first book in his forth- 
coming Southern Reach trilogy. Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., 
free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, 
www.citylights.com. 

Jen Lancaster: Sibling rivalry goes comically awry in 
the popular memoirist's new work of fiction, Twisted 
Sisters. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Marina, 
2251 Chestnut, S.F., 931-3633, www.booksinc.net. 

Jesse Ball: Reading from his new novel, Silence Once 
Begun. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 
261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Justin St. Germain: The memoirist presents his book 
Son of a Gunas part of USF's Lone Mountain Readings 
Series. Tue., Feb. 11, 7:45 p.m. USF Campus Fromm 
Hall, 650 Parker, S.F., 422-5555, www.usfca.edu. 


Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters.com. 
Book Passage, | Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Lip Service West: Deborah Janke, Allison Landa, 
Justine Lewis, Lisa Martinovic, and Chris Voisard 
recount unvarnished tales of true life. Fri., Feb. 7, 
7:30 p.m., free, lipservicewest.com. Pegasus Books 
Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
www.pegasusbookstore.com. 

Margot Adler: The longtime NPR correspondent and 
Neopagan chronicler talks about her newest book, 
Vampires Are Us: Understanding Our Love Affair with 
the Immortal Dark Side. Mon., Feb. 10, noon, $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, 
www.commonwealthclub.org. 

Meghan Laslocky: Though Valentine's Day may be 
right around the corner, local writer Laslocky 
explores the flip side of the romantic script in 
The Little Book of Heartbreak: Love Gone Wrong 
Through the Ages. Thu., Feb. 6, 6 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Molly Antopol: The recent Wallace Stegner Fellow 
at Stanford chats about her story collection, The 
UnAmericans, in conversation with Tom Barbash. 
Wed., Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 
Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Natalie Baszile: Launch party for the San Francisco 
writer's debut novel, Queen Sugar. Tue., Feb. 11, 
7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 
863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books for 
children. Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. Paxton 
Gate's Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., www. 
paxtongate.com. 

Poetry for Leonard Peltier: 38 Years of Injustice: 
Readings by Jack Hirschman, Anne Leonard, Kim 
Shuck, Stephen Meadows, Lucille Lang Day, and Luke 
Warm Water honor the Native American activist on 
the 38th anniversary of his imprisonment. Thu., Feb. 
6,7 p.m., free. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, S.F., 
500-2323, www.emtab.org. 

Shipwreck: Jane Austen's prissy protagonists learn 
about a whole different set of manners — quite 
possibly bad ones — when local writers turn Pride 
and Prejudice into a series of comically erotic 
vignettes. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., $10 (includes open 
bar). The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
www.booksmith.com. 

Sunday Brunch with Isabel Allende: Books Inc. 
presents the Chilean novelist as she celebrates the 
release of Ripper, a new serial-killer thriller set here 
in San Francisco. Ticket price includes brunch from 
the Vestry Restaurant and a signed first edition of 
the novel. Allende also appears Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
at the JCC of San Francisco in conversation with Bar- 
bara Lane. Sun., Feb. 9, noon, $60. The Chapel, 777 
Valencia St., S.F., 551-5157, www.thechapelsf.com. 

Sunset Book Group: Reading club. First Wednesday 
of every month, 7 p.m., free. Sunset Branch Library, 
1305 18th Ave., S.F., 753-7130, www.sfpl.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Tomas Moniz & Ariel Gore: The creators of the Rad 
Dad and Hip Mama magazines, respectively, relaunch 
their acclaimed parenting publications with a free 
party. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. Adobe Books, 3130 
24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

Wild Girls Mother + Daughter Book Club: Second 
Sunday of every month, 1 p.m., free. Books Inc./ 
Laurel Village, 3515 California, S.F., 221-3666, www. 
booksinc.net. 

Willy Viautin: Richmond Fontaine's songwrit- 
er-turned-author reads from The Free, his latest tale 
of blue-collar struggle and (hopefully) perseverance. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 506 
Clement, S.F., 387-2272, www.greenapplebooks.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Readings by Jeff VanderMeer, 
Lucy Corin, Marian Szczepanski, and Lisa Evans, 
with the event's proceeds benefitting the Center 
for Sex & Culture. Sat., Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10, 
writerswithdrinks.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 


TALKS 


Disney Goes to the Opera: Historian Ross Care 
discusses the use of classical music in early Disney 
films, with a focus on the 1946 animated short The 
Whale Who Wanted to Sing at the Met. Sat., Feb. >> 
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Jim Vetter 


8, 11 a.m. & 3 p.m., $15-$20. The Walt Disney Family 
Museum, 104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, www. 
waltdisney.org. 

Donald MacDonald: The architect puts his new Eastern 
Span into historical perspective as he discusses his 
2013 book, Bay Bridge: History and Design of a New 
Icon. Thu., Feb. 6, 6 p.m., $15. Mechanics’ Institute 
Library, 57 Post, S.F., 393-0100, www. milibrary.org. 

Karen Finley: Trauma & Creativity: The famed NEA 
Four performance artist discusses how groups and 
individuals cope with trauma by channeling it into 
creative forms of expression. Fri., Feb. 7, 4:30 p.m., 
free, sfai.edu/event/karen-finley. San Francisco Art 
Institute, 800 Chestnut, S.F., 771-7020, www.sfai.edu. 

Margot Adler: The longtime NPR correspondent and 
Neopagan chronicler talks about her newest book, 
Vampires Are Us: Understanding Our Love Affair with 





SUN 2/9 


Wedding Expo 


PINTREST IRL 


Few expos understand exactly how to throw a unique wedding like Gay Van- 
ity Fair does. With its Stylish Gay and Lesbian Wedding Event and Fashion 
Show at the beautiful Bentley Reserve, GVF presents the highest quality 
goods and services — all tailored for elegant same sex couples. It’s one excit- 
ing day focused on the new and growing market of gay and lesbian weddings, 
where queer couples can plan their dream event with the most current selec- 
tions from an impressive lineup of gay-friendly and gay-owned-and-operated 
vendors. The selection of wedding professionals is able to answer questions 
and help in choosing everything from the perfect officiants and photogra- 
phers to gowns and tuxes (including gorgeous menswear updated for women 
and transmen from favorite Bay Area design team, Saint Harridan). Kick off 
Valentine’s Week right — celebrate love and commitment along with the fam- 


ily and friends of the gay community. 


Gay Vanity Fair presents a Stylish Gay and Lesbian Wedding Event and 
Fashion Show at 11 a.m through 4 p.m. at The Bently Reserve, 301 Battery 
St., S.F. Tickets are $25-$30; visit gayvanityfair.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


the Immortal Dark Side. Mon., Feb. 10, noon, $7-$20. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, 
www.commonwealthclub.org. 

The Neurobiology of Mind & Behavior: The California 
Academy of Sciences presents Antonio Damasio from 
USC’s Brain and Creativity Institute as he discusses 
recent advances in neuroscience in conversation 
with KQED’s Amy Standen. Tue., Feb. 11, 7:30 p.m., 
$27. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, 
www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Odd Salon: Enlightenment: Odd Salon's cocktail-hour 
lecturers — including Tre Balchowsky, Annetta 
Black, Chris Carrico, Ryan Galiotto, Jade Hoffman, 
Christopher D. Wallis, and Amy Widdowson — invite 
you to “learn something weird” about the Age of 
Enlightenment and beyond. Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., 
$15, oddsalon.com. DNA Lounge, 375 ith St., S.F., 
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626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 
and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $15-$18, 664-9500, www.wcl.org. Multiple 
San Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F. 


THEATER 


All Aunt Hagar’s Children: Word for Word presents 
a staged reading of the title story from Edward 
P. Jones’ book. Mon., Feb. 10, 7 p.m., $15. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
S.F., 292-1200, www.jccsf.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
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www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Bill and Lenny: West Coast premiere of a new theatrical 
comedy about two young actors — “Bill” Shatner 
and “Lenny” Nimoy — who are about to boldly go 
where their careers had never gone before. Feb. 
7-8, 8 p.m., $10, strangerx.com. A.C.T. Costume Shop 
Theater, 1117 Market, S.F., 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 

Dick's Last Stand: Artist and actress Donelle Woolford 
presents her re-enactment of a long-lost Richard 
Pryor comedy routine. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., free. CCA 
Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts, 360 Kansas, 
S.F., 355-9670, www.wattis.org. 

Factory Parts Il: Showcase of works-in-progress 
presented by foolsFURY. Fri., Feb. 7, 8 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 
8,5 & 8 p.m., $15, foolsfury.org. NOHspace, 2840 
Mariposa, S.F., 621-0507, www.theatreofyugen.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Geezer: Geoff Hoyle’s solo tour-de-force transforms 
normally heavy themes — like aging, decline, and 
death — into comedy. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 
p.m. Continues through March 1, $25-$50. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Gidion’s Knot: Bay Area premiere of the new Johnna 
Adams play that casts a dramatic eye on school 
bullies and their parents. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through March 2, $32-$60. Aurora Theatre 
Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, 
www.auroratheatre.org. 

Hir: Playwright Taylor Mac (The Lily's Revenge) contin- 
ues his interest in issues of sex and sexuality with 
his latest work, in which a character creates a third 
gender: the “hir” of the title. Through Feb. 9; Through 
Feb. 16; Through Feb. 23, $20-$55, magictheatre. 
org/. Magic Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & 
Buchanan, S.F., 441-8822, www.magictheatre.org. 

The House That Will Not Stand: Berkeley Rep 
and Yale Rep co-produce the world premiere of 
Marcus Gardley's story about free women of color 
in pre-Civil War New Orleans. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 16, $29-$59. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Indian Summer: Charles Johnson's new comedy-drama 
set in the Jim Crow Deep South. Starting Feb. 6, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
March 1, $15-$50, wehavemet.org. Exit Stage Left, 
156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.sffringe.org. 

Jerusalem: Jez Butterworth’s drama unfolds over 
three epic hours, with Brian Dykstra starring as an 
aging British squatter who struggles to hold on to 
his own small corner of a rapidly encroaching world. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 8, 
$20-$100. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, S.F., 
677-9596, www.sfplayhouse.org. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through March 15, 
$15-$100, margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Man in a Case: Mikhail Baryshnikov stars in this Big 
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Literature 


SON OF A GUN 


WED 2/12 


Dance 


[LOVE YOU, AND 
YOU, AND YOU 


He loves her. He loves her, too. She 
loves him. He doesn't love her. 
Love is when you leave everything 
else behind. Love is meaningless 
and arbitrary, a whim, a trick, a 
spell cast. From Helena’s declara- 
tion, “Love looks not with the eyes, 
but with the mind,” to the fairy 
Puck’s disgusted conclusion, 
“Lord, what fools these mortals 
be!” Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night's Dream offers the range of 
love’s happy endings, whether 
tried and true or helped along with 
alittle love juice. Last seen only a 
year ago as guests of the San Fran- 
cisco Ballet, Hamburg Ballet re- 
turns for a limited engagement to 
present artistic director and chore- 
ographer John Neumeier’s 1977 
adaptation of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Using both Felix Mendels- 
sohn’s romantic score and the dis- 
sonant contemporary music of 
Gyorgy Ligeti, the production 
promises properly clothed Athe- 
nians and weird fairies shimmer- 
ing with iridescent scales. 

San Francisco Ballet presents 
Hamburg Ballet in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at 7:30 p.m. and 
continues through Feb. 13 at the 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 
Van Ness, S.E. Tickets are $36- 
$327; sfballet.org. Irene Hsiao 


Dance Theater production that adapts two Anton 
Chekhov stories into a mix of movement and drama. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 16, $45- 
$125, bigdancetheater.org. Berkeley Repertory’'s 
Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 


An alumnus of the Wallace Stegner Fellowship program in fiction writing at 
Stanford, Justin St. Germain has a debut memoir, Son ofa Gun, which was 
released to widespread critical acclaim this past August. The New York Times 
Book Review called it “Spectacular ... a parable of our time and our nation... if 
the brilliance of Son of a Gun lies in its restraint, its importance lies in the gen- 
erosity of the author’s insights.” The book was also an Oprah.com Book of the 
Week and one of Amazon’s Best Books of 2013. It’s about the mysterious 
murder of St. Germain’s mother, which happened when the author was 20 
years old, and his search, years later, to make sense of her life and death. St. 
Germain is the Joseph M. Russo Chair in Creative Writing at the University of 
New Mexico. This reading begins the spring season of the University of San 


Francisco's Lone Mountain Readings. 


Lone Mountain: Justin St. Germain starts at 7:45 p.m. at USF Lower 
Campus, Xavier Hall, Fromm Hall, S.F Free; call 422-6066 or visit usfca.edu. 


Evan Karp 
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Ninth Annual Global Age Project: ATC presents free 
staged readings of the prize-winning works from 
this year’s Global Age Project playwriting festival: 
#therevolution by Kristoffer Diaz (Feb. 10), Tech- 
nicolor Life by Jami Brandli (Feb. 17), Sagittarius 
Ponderosa by M.J. Kaufman (Feb. 24), and Welcome 
Home by Stephen Brown (March 3). Starting Feb. 10, 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through March 3, free/ 
donation. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

Noises Off: Revival of Michael Frayn’s behind-the-stage- 
curtain theatrical farce. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 8, $26-$38. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
22, $20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Pain and the Itch: Dale Albright directs the Bay 
Area premiere of this 2004 social satire by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright Bruce Norris (Clybourne 
Park). Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 16, $15-$35. The Custom 
Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough St., S.F., 798-2682, 
www.custommade.org. 

Pardon My Interruption: West Coast premiere of Joy 
Cutler’s comedy in which a male soldier inhabits 
the body of his young teenage daughter — both 
played by actress Marissa Keltie. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 8, $15-$40, 
pardonmyinvasion.brownpapertickets.com. The 
Phoenix Theatre, 414 Mason, S.F., 989-0023, www. 
phoenixtheatresf.org. 

The Paris Letter: George Maguire directs the Bay 
Area premiere of this Jon Robin Baitz drama about 
a closeted Wall Street investment banker. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 23, $25-$45. New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, www.nctcsf.org. 

The Pornographer’s Daughter: Liberty Bradford 
Mitchell recalls growing up with the Mitchell Broth- 
ers’ pornographic dynasty, and the circumstances 
surrounding her father Artie’s death, in her new 
solo show. Wednesdays-Sundays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 16, $32, pdtheplay.com. Z Below, 470 
Florida St., San Francisco. 

R. Buckminster Fuller: The History (and Mystery) of 
the Universe: Ron Campbell stars as inspirational 
visionary “Bucky” Fuller in this cerebral multimedia 
production. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 23, $29-$74. San Jose Repertory Theatre, 101 
Paseo de San Antonio, San Jose, 408-367-7255, 
www.sjrep.com. 

The Scion: Brian Copeland's solo show explores the 
roles of class, privilege, and government regulation 
in modern society — but does it with a knack for 
injecting humor into even the most serious topics. 
Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Con- 
tinues through March 1, $15-S60. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia St., S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Shit & Champagne: D'Arcy Drollinger presents ‘‘a 
Whitesploitation comedy with dance” featuring Mat- 
thew Martin, Rotimi Agbabiaka, Steven LeMay, Nancy 
French, and Seton Brown. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 8, $20, shitandchampagne. 
eventbrite.com. Rebel, 1760 Market, S.F., 431-4202. 

Silent Sky: TheatreWorks stages Lauren Gunderson's 
drama inspired by the life of early 20th century 
astronomer Henrietta Leavitt. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 9, $19-$73, theatreworks. 
org. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 
500 Castro, Mountain View, 650-903-6000, www. 
ci.mtnview.ca.us/mvcpa/mvcpa.html. 

The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar Theatre's 
new “immersive” theatrical production in which 
attendees can move freely among multiple rooms 
while a large troupe of actors and musicians recreate 
dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era club/casino. 
In keeping with the speakeasy theme, the perfor- 
mance location is kept undisclosed until the day of 
the show. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues 
through March 15, $60-$90+, thespeakeasysf.com. 
Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, www. 
boxcartheatre.org. 

Ubu Roi: Cutting Ball Theater's Rob Melrose, the Bay 
Area's most prolific translator of experimental 
classics, updates Alfred Jarry’s vile and grotesque 
original script by setting it in an affluent American 
kitchen. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 23, $10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on 
Taylor, 277 Taylor, S.F., 673-3847, www.sffringe.org. 
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Anti-Valentine’s Day merriment with the Lesbian/ 
Gay Chorus of San Francisco. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m.; 
Mon., Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m., $10, Igcsf.org. Martuni's, 
4 Valencia, S.F., 241-0205, martunis.ypguides.net. 


Feb. 14-15, 7 p.m., 
$100+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 788-8866, 
www.hornblower.com. 


SF IndieFest invites you to sing along with the best/ 
worst hair-metal music videos of the 1980s. Fri., Feb. 
14,9 p.m., sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 


Feb. 14-15, 
7:30 p.m., $160+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 
788-8866, www.hornblower.com. 


With Claudia Villela & Harvey 
Wainapel (playing Stan Getz's Getz/Gilberto). Fri., 
Feb. 14, 7 & 8:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin St., S.F., 866-920-5299, www.sfjazz.org. 


Tue., Feb. 11, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$35. Dean Lesher 
Regional Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic, Walnut Creek, 925- 
943-7469, www.dirca.org. 


Feb. 15-16, 11:30 a.m., 
$74+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 
788-8866, www.hornblower.com. 


The New York Times’ Modern Love 
columnist goes even deeper into his favorite topic 
in his book Love I/luminated: Exploring Life's Most 
Mystifying Subject (with the Help of 50,000 Strang- 
ers). Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 


Chain yourself to a loved one with fuzzy 
handcuffs — or, if you're single, just go solo — at this 
Valentine's Day fun run. Sat., Feb. 15, 10 a.m., $20- 
$25, picnicdash.com. The Sports Basement, 610 Old 
Mason, S.F., 437-0100, www.sportsbasement.com/ 
SS_web_Presidio.asp. 


Now that weddings aren't just for straight 
people anymore, this ultra-luxe expo presents 
gowns, outfits, cakes, flowers, and other accou- 
trements for LGBT lovebirds. Sun., Feb. 9, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m., $25-$30, gayvanityfair.com. Bently Reserve, 
301 Battery, S.F., 294-2226, www.bentlyreserve.com. 


Improv comedians meet cute with 
audience members as Jill Bourque and her team 
of actors make up skits based on the audience's 
real-life dating stories. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $40-$55, 
howwefirstmet.com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, www.marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 


Hosted 
by the Jane Austen Society of North America. Sun., 
Feb. 16, 3:30 p.m., $10-$15, jasnanorcal.org. San 
Francisco Community Music Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 
647-6015, www.sfcmc.org. 


Starring Jessica Fisher, 
Christopher M. Nelson, and G. Scott Lacy. Fri., Feb. 


14, 8 p.m., $25-$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 
562 Sutter, S.F., 433-4434. 


A 
wham-bam-thank-you-ma’am 5K fun run for individ- 
uals and couples alike. Sun., Feb. 9, 9 p.m., $30-$40, 
valentinesdaydash.com. Golden Gate Park, Music 
Concourse Bandshell, 50 Tea Garden, S.F., 386-1923. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 
9:30 p.m., $12-$15. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, 
S.F., 673-8000, www.boomboomblues.com. 


Valentine's Day 
concert with Supermule. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $16-$18, 
shelbyashpresents.com. Freight & Salvage Coffee 
House, 2020 Addison, Berkeley, 510-548-7603, www. 
freightandsalvage.org. 


In honor 
of Charlie Brown's eternal crush on the Little Red- 
Haired Girl, redheads of all ages (and genders) get 
free museum admission on February 14. Fri., Feb. 
14, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Charles M. Schulz Museum, 2301 

Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-4452, www. 
schulzmuseum.org. 


With live 
music by Pride & Joy. Fri., Feb. 
14, 8:30 p.m., $134+. Hornblower 
Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 788-8866, 
www.hornblower.com. 


A night of gay love stories and erotica 
featuring readings by Lewis DeSimone, Felice 
Picano, and Rob Rosen. Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market, S.F., 864-6777, 
www.booksinc.net. 


Ticket includes a table 
for two, bottle of champagne, and music by DJ Dave 
Gillis. Feb. 14-15, 7 p.m.-1a.m., $100. Harry Denton’s 
Starlight Room, 450 Powell, S.F., 395-8595, www. 
harrydenton.com. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 
5-7 p.m., $40. San Francisco Botanical Garden, 
Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www.sfbo- 
tanicalgarden.org. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m., $20. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www. 
sfbotanicalgarden.org. 


Hosted by Tommy P. Fri., Feb. 14, 
7 p.m. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, S.F., 831-5620, 
www.bazaarcafe.com. 


Three-hour cruise aboard 
the Derek M. Baylis. Fri., Feb. 14, 4 p.m., $180. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend, S.F. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 
9 p.m., $12. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, 
www.rickshawstop.com. 


Comedy skits by BATS 
Improv for people in (or out of) love. Fri., Feb. 14, 
8 p.m., $17-$20. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 
474-6776. 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 

















ARTS & CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 


, 


> » 





* 
purchase. 
Some oxciusor oppty 
Yolrl tiwough 7-14-14 


www.goodvibes.com 


7TH ANNUAL 


reservations: 


~menu to be announced~ 
$100/person 


2377 SHATTUCK AVE. BERKELEY 


VD Tm 
Goop VapRATIONS® ‘ 


HAVE A HEART? 


COME IN ON \VALENTINE’S [ JAY, FRIDAY, FEB 14TH 
HEART TATTOOS $25 FACH 


WITH THIS COUPON ¢ CASH ONLY 
ALL PROFITS WILL BE [JONATED TO 


AIDS LIFE CYCLE 


FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 


LA NOTE 


RESTAURANT PROVENCAL 


two seatings available: 6pm & 8:30pm 


Present this ad to 
receive 20% Off* 
your in-store 


LOIN ES SOM NL OLO)\ Cs 2-01) Oe On Cc D-WMNL OLOINEYS-WY | 
IV, (ONY Saco LO) OD Gy = CO) 
1408 HAIGHT STREET 415.864.6667 





25 





Vy 
er) 


“= = 


FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 


LONESOME STAGES 





By Lily Janiak 


Instead of shelves of toys, 
she had racks of G-strings to wade 
through. In place of cartoons, she 
stumbled upon no-holds-barred erot- 
ica, and no one in her father’s revolv- 
ing coterie of exhibitionists, drug 
addicts, and “horn dick daddies” both- 
ered to turn it off. 

“She doesn’t know what she’s 
watching,” they said. 

But for Liberty Bradford Mitch- 
ell, whose autobiographical solo 
show The Pornographer’s Daughter 
just opened at Z Below, childhood 
wasn't extraordinary merely because 
she grew up backstage at Nob Hill’s 
notorious Mitchell Brothers O’Far- 
rell Theatre, which, in addition to 
serving as a major porno theater 
and strip club, produced one of the 
first legit feature-length porn films, 
Behind the Green Door. Then, one 
Mitchell brother murdered the other 
(who was the actress’s father, Artie 
Mitchell), and then, Mitchell, at the 
ripe old age of 20, was called upon as 
a witness, and her testimony, against 
her intent, helped lighten her uncle’s 
sentence to six years, of which he 
served just three. 

If this tale seems ripe for the 
milking, it’s telling that Mitchell 
keeps it at a mere 80 minutes. She 
sweeps through decades, boiling 
each revelation down to a compact 
zinger. Many succeed; her mother’s 
blue-blooded East Coast clan, leery 
of tainting the family’s Mayflower 
stock with California hippies, is “an 
envoy of Puritan emissaries.” But 
other times, she resorts to truism, 
like that her family “definitely puts 
the ‘fun’ in ‘dysfunction.” 

Whether delivering cliché or 
punch line or tightly packaged 
emotional moment, Mitchell is 
detached, quasi-ironic even, which 
makes her storytelling feel reluctant 
and prevents full identification with 
her characters. It doesn’t help that 
her text isn’t very theatrical; she of- 
ten narrates in third person and in 
the past instead of living a moment 
in the present, as if she’s reading 
from her dishy memoir, or worse, its 
press release. 

While many of the clips and pho- 
tos she projects provide too-good- 
not-to-be-true documentation of 
her story (including a priceless shot 
of her cutting loose onstage with a 
drag queen at one of the first AVN 
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Awards), others look like cheesy clip 
art, and the live cover band she uses, 
the Fluffers, is poorly integrated into 
the show, supplying little more than 
sound effects and filler music that 
might as well have been prerecorded. 

But even these significant 
framing problems can’t much dent 
the piece’s entertainment value; 
Mitchell’s story is just too good. And 
through all the one-liners, a deeper 
story does begin to emerge: that of 
a young woman shaking off the yoke 
of two male relatives, one misguided, 
the other genuinely dangerous, and 
coming into her own. 

One wonders how good her story 
could be if she gave it the time, and 
depth, it deserved. 
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A few blocks away, at The Marsh, 
Marga Gomez's new solo show, Love- 
birds, begins on an opposite tack, asa 
series of impressions. The seasoned 
Marsh performer — this is her 10th 
solo show — begins the piece asa 
street photographer who works 

only in Polaroids, or as she calls them 
in her delightful New York accent, 
“roids.” 

Gomez structures the show as a 
series of snapshots that “Polaroid 
Phillie” took as de facto documen- 
tarian (and thus, she says, social 
worker) of a particular corner of the 
lesbian scene in Greenwich Village in 
the ’70s. The images, which Gomez 
fishes out from acid-free boxes that 
pile the stage, center on the Bonnie 
& Clyde’s discotheque and its pairs 
of lovebirds, as Phillie calls them. 

Gomez, who is also a professional 
stand-up comedian, endows char- 
acters who could have been broad 
comic stereotypes with richly imag- 
ined and finely honed voices. Turkey, 
a butch lesbian-cum-big palooka, 
feels the need to introduce herself 
as “Turkey, like a bird,” as if there 
were another kind. Orestes, a night- 
club manager, feels he can get away 
with saying things like, “I have to 
have you as my mujer. I know your 
husband’s right there,” so long as he 
follows with, “I’m joking! I’m joking!” 

Embodying these disparate 
voices with aplomb, Gomez is a con- 
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Marga Gomez snaps 
moments in lesbian 
history in The Lovebirds. 


summate performer who reads her 
audience with whip-smart prowess. 
Timing the deployment of a punch 
line for maximum impact, she 
seems to be monitoring the ebb and 
flow of her spectators’ anticipation 
down to the microsecond. Yet the 
informal ease she radiates on stage 
masks this refined technique. She 
performs as if in a bar with friends, 
recounting an anecdote whose 
skillful telling you can only fully 
appreciate later. 

Toward the end of the show, Go- 
mez takes an unfortunate turn into 
nonfiction. It turns out that she (at 
least as a character in the play) went 
on a date with one of the show’s 
main characters, Barbara, a gung-ho 
women’s studies major who changes 
her name to Dahlia and then back 
again. The twist reveals the pro- 
ceedings heretofore as mere angsty, 
sentimental ruminations of an unre- 
quited lover — a cheap raison d'etre 
for a play that makes such a compel- 
ling case for snapshot as drama. 


The Pornographer’s Daughter 
Through Feb. 16 at Z Below, 

470 Florida St., S.F. Tickets are $32; 
visit zspace.org. 


Lovebirds 


Through Mar. 15 at The Marsh, 1062 
Valencia St., S.F. Tickets are $15-$50; 
call 282-3055 or visit themarsh.org. 
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By Lou Fancher 
Two shadowy, seductive 


short stories by Russian author Anton 
Chekhov are the heartbeat of Manina 
Case, the arresting production running 
at Berkeley Repertory Theatre through 
Feb. 16. 

Adapted and directed by Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.-based Big Dance Theater's 
Annie-B Parson and Paul Lazar, the 
show features one of the world’s 
greatest dancers: Mikhail Barysh- 
nikov. The Latvia native sprang from 
the Kirov Ballet’s studios in 1974 and 
went on to rock the world as a New 
York City Ballet principal, director of 
American Ballet Theatre and White 
Oak Dance Project, and star of televi- 
sion, film, and theater. 

Baryshnikov — whose very ap- 
pearance makes attendance worth- 
while — is only one of the show’s 
jewels. The richness of Chekhov’s 
stripped down tales, set in a multime- 
dia-saturated show, provides fertile 
ground for a skilled, fearless cast and 
onstage crew. 

The title story unfolds for most 
of the 75-minute, no-intermission 
production. Belikov (Baryshnikov) 
is a teacher of Greek who terrorizes 
colleagues by being present. Socially 
and privately rigid, he locks himself 
into his closet-like home, the walls of 
which are studded with the antiquat- 
ed books and television screens, to 
protect the gaping hole in his heart. 
When the frothy Barbara (Tymberly 
Canale) cycles in to fill the opening, 
a transformation occurs. Belikov 
becomes a man in love, prone to 
springing airborne in defiance of his 
customary gravity and taking exuber- 
ant rides on settees. The arrival of an 
anonymous, cruel caricature drawing 
of Belikov, mocking his love, drives 
Belikov from Barbara and back to his 
curtain-shrouded bed. The case lid 
slams shut: His bed becomes a crypt. 

The play’s most heart-wrench- 
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ing, beautiful moment occurs here: 
lighting designer Jennifer Tipton’s 
stark illumination combining with 
costume designer Oana Botez’s black, 
see-through umbrellas and a haunting 
dirge sung by the cast. 

In About Love, the play’s essential 
endcap, Baryshnikov is a raconteur, 
telling of love forfeited for propriety’s 
sake. He and a married woman deny 
themselves each other — until a 
last-minute collapse into a brief em- 
brace on a departing train. The man 
flees from his own appetites, again 
locking himself in and losing love’s 
opportunity. 

If the characters can’t find their 
hearts’ desire, the audience can: 
There’s much to love in the multi- 
media exploits and veteran cast. The 
sound collage created by Tei Blow and 
performed by music director Chris Gi- 
armo is a gorgeous, textured serenade. 
Giarmo and the cast prove voices and 
bodies are as variable as his accordion 
(fold, punch, wheeze, polka). There’s 
no denying the physical genius of 
Baryshnikov’s twisted coat-dressing 
and backwards catapult down a stair- 
case, or the way lifting two hands 
from a table becomes imprisonment 
and the incline of a chin is a declara- 
tion of war. His partner, Canale, is a 
silky, sublime mover. And Parson's 
finesse as director balances the giddy 
humor of plaid-shirted hunters and 
projected Polaroids with the narrative 
push of romantic sensibilities. 

Ironically, the double-barreled 
tragedy sends the audience from the 
theater curiously energized. Uplifted 
by the masterful performers, Chek- 
hov’s manifesto becomes a nearly 
cheery missive: Go, find love, grab it, 
and never let it go. 


Man in a Case 

Through Feb. 16 at Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2015 Addison St., Berkeley. 
Tickets are $60-$135. Call (510) 647- 
2949 or visit berkeleyrep.org. 
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AP ARUAL a> THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


The Oldest Profession 
Gets Professional 








My taxi pulled into the W 
Hotel on Hollywood Boulevard, which 
is conveniently located in between 
Jayne Mansfield and Doris Day on the 
Walk of Fame. I was headed to my very 
first awards show: the 12th annual 
XBiz Awards. Just like my high school 
prom, I had been contemplating what 
to wear for weeks and I was going 
somewhere in a limo with a group of 
people I didn’t know very well. I sud- 
denly had a flash of anxiety left over 
from adolescence. 

I knew I'd be sweating awkwardly 
all weekend. 

The XBiz awards honor excellence 
in the creation and marketing of 
adult entertainment. Basically, I 
was going to the Oscars of Sex. XBiz 
gives away 150 different awards 
in categories across the industry, 
from adult film to websites to sex 
toys. ’ma sex worker. I do porn 
occasionally as part of my 
career, but that’s not the 
main thing that I do for 
a living. I see clients 
in person and Iam 
compensated for 
the time I spend 
with them. There 
are many words for 
it, but I like to say that 
I’m a companion. 

A website that I advertise 
my services on was nominated 
for an award, and invited me to 
be part of its entourage at the event. 
This nomination was special because 
it marked the first time private 
companionship would share the 
stage with more mainstream forms 
of adult entertainment. As with 
many small business owners, sex 
workers often augment their income 
through multiple revenue streams. 
Long gone are the Jenna Jameson 
days of big porn-studio contracts 
and the fast track to fame; adult 
entertainers must now stay compet- 
itive and relevant in a rapidly chang- 
ing economy, where a diversity of 
services is key. Plenty of porn per- 
formers also offer webcam sessions, 
custom videos, and private enter- 
tainment, yet there is no category at 
the XBiz awards for Dominatrix of 
the Year or Best New Escort. 

I met up with my fellow compan- 
ions: a sweet Southern belle with 
perfectly soft breasts the size of my 
face; a petite blond firecracker from 
Florida, a statuesque dominatrix 
who owns her own dungeon; and my 
hipster tattooed food blogger best 
friend — an eclectic bunch. Not all 
of us in the group had been to this 
type of event before, and I was a lit- 
tle unsure of what to do. 


or 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC 










= 


S 
% 


I hadn’t expected to be nervous, 
but as soon as we hit the red carpet 
and the cameras started rolling, I 
instantly forgot every modeling skill 
I'd learned over the years. I froze, 
but managed to link arms with the 
girls next to me; one squeezed my 
hand in reassurance. I started smil- 
ing hard like I was posing for the 
most important yearbook photo of 
my life. 

At our table later, while the 
awards for Best Girl/Girl Scene and 
Luxury Toy of the Year were doled 
out, my new friends and I talked 
Disney princesses, superhero fetish- 
es, and weird clients. We cheered 
when we heard a name one of us 
recognized. We laughed, complained, 
and gossiped (a little). As private 
entertainers, we don’t often have the 

same opportunities to bond with 
co-workers because many of us 
work alone. Though most of us 
were meeting for the first 
time, we felt an instant 
camaraderie. It was 
easier to be open 
about our work 
because we were 
all together. We 
didn’t win a trophy 
that night, but, as they 
say in the trades, it was 
an honor just to be recog- 
nized. A cliché, sure, but in this 

case the nomination indicated a 
change in the industry. 

At breakfast the next morning, 
the Southern belle told me in her 
sweet drawl, “I come from the type 
of town where you don't even want 
to say youre a stripper without 
somebody throwing a Bible at you or 
something happening to your car.” 

She went on to say that getting 
the opportunity to represent a 
company that was nominated for 
an award felt empowering. I have to 
agree with her. 

The porn industry has changed so 
much, driven like everything else by 
rapidly evolving technologies. The 
advent of tube sites and the rise in 
content piracy has perhaps forever 
changed how people consume adult 
content. Private companionship 
has been around much longer than 
porn, and that it was made public at 
the awards show suggests that the 
mainstream industry is beginning to 
recognize that at the end of the day 
we re all selling sex. 

The main takeaway from the 
Xbiz awards for me was: If a piece of 
silicone can get a trophy for getting 
people off, I want one too. 





TheWhoreCast@Gmail.com 
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RISE OF THE LONE GENIUS 


Freak Shows 


Community college saved my 
life. | barely graduated high school, and 
at about 22, I decided to go to junior col- 
lege and try to get an AA degree so | 
could transfer to a good school. It 
worked. But immersing myself in the ex- 
perience was awesome. As Chris Rock 
says, ‘it’s called ‘community college’ be- 
cause everyone in the community can go 
there.” I sat behind a Vietnam War vet 
with an eyepatch who talked about 
Charlie, and a philosophical retiree who 
thought that fluoride and liberalism was 
the scourge of man. Then there was the 
twentysomething oddball who used 
whatever opportunity he could to whip 
out his bagpipes. Have you ever grilled 
hot dogs at an end-of-semester party to 
the tune of “Scotland The Brave?” I have. 

Community creator Dan Harmon 
knows all about this bouillabaisse of 
humanity. And he has spun it into 
one of the best shows on TV, at least 
for three seasons. The premise of the 
show is a study group at the fictitious 
Greendale Community College, but 
the show soon transformed into meta 
craziness that NBC frankly had a hard 
time wrapping 
its head around. 
Harmon was 
famously fired 
after the third 
season. Then, af- 
ter ratings dipped 
considerably, he 
was hired back, 
something that 
never happens in 
television — es- 
pecially after the 
creator described 
watching the 
fourth season as akin to being forced 
to watch your girlfriend blow a bunch 
of dudes, or your family being raped. 

His comments were incendiary, | 
suppose, but the girlfriend metaphor 
seems a bit apt. To wit: The fourth 
season of Community — often re- 
ferred to as the “zombie season,” since 
characters looked the same but were 
given less to work with — was sad to 
watch. It was like NBC was keeping 
around its boring girlfriend for some 
routine sex and perhaps the occasion- 
al ham sammich, all the while waiting 
for something better to come around. 
Yet it wasn’t ready to dump the 
show completely. And when nothing 
changed, they brought back Harmon. 

So now the new season of Commu- 
nity, its fifth and the first one with the 
reinstated Harmon, has begun. It’s 
good. I missed these guys. But the fact 
that it’s good speaks to what I will call 
The Long Tail of Television. 

The concept of “The Long Tail” was 
popularized by Wired writer Chris An- 
derson, who used the statistical term 
to describe how online retailers could 
thrive in the new marketplace. If you 
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are the only one selling glow-in-the- 
dark dildos online, then everyone who 
searches “Day-Glo monster schlong” 
will land on your site. All you need 

is 10 people a day looking for such 
things. Meanwhile, in some lonely sex 
shop off Route 9, glowing sex toys sit 
and gather dust, waiting for the magic 
moment that one of those 100,000 
people in the whole world of 7 billion 
looking for one might wander in. 

I submit that Dan Harmon is the 
Day-Glo dildo of network TV. And 
here’s why. 

Community started out slowly 
and gradually built an audience. NBC 
always seemed on the brink of can- 
celing it, but too many diehard fans 
complained and petitioned, and the 
network realized that the show was 
creating a large background buzz. 
Even though ratings might not be 
where networks want them, there is 
more value beyond numbers. 

HBO has figured this out about 
Game of Thrones, the most highly-pi- 
rated show on TV: According to NPR, 
the network figures that more people 
watching the show, illegally or not, 
will mean more money for them in 
DVD sales, word of mouth, etc. There 

is and always 
will be a finite 
amount of people 
who will actually 
pay to watch their 
service, and they 
know this. 
Somehow 
NBC figured out 
that allowing one 
person’s vision 
of a TV show, 
however strange, 
would connect 
with enough in- 
telligent, similarly wired people in a 
given audience to build momentum. 
Harmon’s other show right now is 
a cartoon on Adult Swim called Rick 
and Morty, a kooky show about a boy 
and his mad scientist grandpa that is 
already beating powerhouse Archer 
in the same demographic. Like the 
dotcom-geek who made it rich and 
turned his billion-dollar startup office 
into a playground, Harmon has been 
given total freedom to go apeshit on 
the show, and the stoner audience has 
responded in high numbers. 

This was further proven on Break- 
ing Bad: Vince Gilligan was seemingly 
given free rein to do whatever he 
wanted, free from committee vote 
and influence. As more and more 
shows created by single visions (Or- 
ange Is the New Black, for example) 
win Emmys and Golden Globes, the 
major networks seem to be finally 
getting it. The lowest common de- 
nominator with the highest ratings no 
longer seems to be ruling the roost. 
And it’s about time. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 
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WINNER BEST ACTRESS 


PAULINA GARCIA 
BERLIN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 


Ehe New Uork Times 
“GLORIA IS 
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Los Anacles Times 


“A NEAR-PERFECT FILM.” 
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Chris Pratt's . 
Lego self looks a 
remarkably like 

Chris Pratt. 


The Lego Movie 
Rated PG. Opens Friday 
at the Balboa, the AMC Van Ness, 
and the Century 9. 
Phil Lord and Christopher Miller’s The 
Lego Movie is exactly what its title 
promises, a kid-pleasing movie com- 
prised of CGI renditions of the titular 
interlocking plastic bricks. The story is 
a self-aware riff on hero's journey and 
prophecy tropes: Emmet Brickowski 
(Parks and Recreation’s Chris Pratt, who 
could make the National Union Cata- 
log funny) is an ordinary guy in a Lego 
city who discovers that he’s destined to 
Save The World, along the way meeting 
characters already owned by parent 
company Time Warner (Will Arnett as 
Batman) and newly proprietary (Alison 
Brie as Uni-Kitty). The picture looks 
good, it has some yuks, and there are 
even early hints of an Idiocracy-style 
satire of a lowbrow culture — the most 
popular show on TV, Where Are My 
Pants?, is a PG version of Ow! My Balls! 
— but the overlong Lego Movie col- 
lapses in the third act, finally becoming 
an overt commercial for the toys while 
getting existential in a way that unfa- 
vorably parallels the Toy Story movies. 
Nor does it help that the screenwriters 
work out their daddy issues — what is 
this, 2013? — and the movie ends ona 
distastefully sexist joke. (Girls ruin ev- 
erything!) Still, Chris Pratt gets to say, 
“Abraham Lincoln, you bring your 
space-chair right back here!” Classic 
Pratt. Sherilyn Connelly 


Gloria 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
Fairly early on in Sebastian Lelio’s as- 
sured and absorbing film, we may catch 
a detail nicely observed but not over- 
stressed: that the movie's late-middle- 
aged protagonist can’t bend quite as far 
as her younger yoga classmates, yet 
seems to exude a certain resiliency 
nonetheless. As excellently played by 
Paulina Garcia, her face often framed 
by big and significant-seeming Toot- 
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sie-style glasses, this Gloria gamely 
goes about the business of claiming her 
due from life. Obviously no longer a 
youngster but still very much a seeker 
of passion and purpose, she also makes 
rounds at faintly pitiable Santiago sin- 
gles bars, eventually delving into the 
vicissitudes of falling for and coping 
with a suitor who doesn’t suit her (Ser- 
gio Hernandez). Lelio’s non-restric- 
tively comedic scenario, scripted by 
him and Gonzalo Maza, makes a great 
space for Garcia's wholesale refusal of 
self-pity, which in turn prompts real 
dramatic resonance. This was Chile’s 
bid for the foreign-language Oscar, but 
it didn’t make the nomination cut, per- 
haps for failing to resolve itself as judg- 
mental of or sentimental about its 
heroine. The idea that a lonely divorcee 
could also be a person of complexity 
and dignity does still seem threatening 
to some American movie deci- 
sion-makers, but of course they’re get- 
ting older and lonelier too. Jonathan 
Kiefer 


The Monuments Men 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Rousing history lessons don’t come 
more cartoonish than The Monuments 
Men, a thoroughly stilted, atonal and 
all-around one-dimensional Ocean's 
Eleven-style saga about the experts who 
joined the army during WWII to save 
the world’s art classics from the Nazis. 
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Lurching awkwardly between flat 
comedy and over-the-top bathos, all 
of it delivered with a self-satisfac- 
tion that’s also found in its leading 
man’s cocky grin, writer/director/ 
star George Clooney’s film finds 
professor Frank Stokes (Clooney) 
rescuing Rembrandts, Cézannes, 
the Ghent Altarpiece, and the Ma- 
donna of Bruges, among countless 
other priceless works, from SS vil- 
lains. He does this with the aid of a 
ragtag team comprised of Bill Mur- 
ray, John Goodman, Jean Dujardin, 
Hugh Bonneville, Bob Balaban and 
Matt Damon — an illustrious cast 
whose characters possess not a sin- 
gle defining personality trait, save 
for their unimpeachable nobility 
and unwavering wittiness under 
fire. These ciphers embark on an ad- 
venture whose dim I-stepped-on-a- 
mine gags neuter its horrors-of-war 
solemnity, and vice versa. Despite 
repeatedly identifying the action’s 
time period and location, The Monu- 
ments Men routinely forgets to eluci- 
date what its featureless characters 
are specifically doing, while it has 
Clooney’s preternaturally poised 
hero incessantly expound upon art’s 
— and the mission's — vital Impor- 
tance. Equal parts superficially and 
structurally sloppy, it’s a cheap 
knock-off of a genuinely inspiring 


real-life tale. Nick bias 





The Lost 
Spoof 


Much like Mad Magazine or 
“Weird Al” Yankovic songs, the exclam- 
atorily titled films of the directing team 
of David Zucker, Jim Abrahams, and 
Jerry Zucker were a comedy primer for 
my generation. We often knew the 
spoof by heart long before we ever saw 
the original; that was the case with 
ZAZ’s first and most beloved film, 
1980's Airplane!, and to a lesser extent 
their 1982 Police Squad! series and the 
eventual Naked Gun films. And it cer- 
tainly holds true for me with 1984's 
Top Secret!, in which American 
rocker Nick Rivers (pitch-perfect new- 
comer Val Kilmer) battles Nazis in East 
Germany. Where Airplane! was a plot- 
driven spoof of the recent disaster 
movie genre and so familiar to its audi- 
ence, Top Secret! veers all over the map, 
primarily spoofing World War II films 
and Elvis movies, which were ridicu- 
lously outdated in the 1980s. 

Also having the misfortune to 
open opposite Ghostbusters, Top Se- 
cret! only grossed twice its $9 million 
budget. Airplane!, by comparison, 
grossed 28 times its $3 milion bud- 
get, so Top Secret! didn’t come close 
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to meeting financial expectations. 
But as an 11-year-old who saw it in 
the theater, it exceeded my personal 
expectations. Top Secret! easily ups 
Airplane!’s jokes-per-minute pace, 
and to this day when I hear early 
Beach Boys, I feel like they’re parody- 
ing Nick Rivers’ “Skeet Surfin’,” not 
the other way around. 

In their DVD commentary, the 
jocular ZAZ don’t hide the fact that 
the picture was a painful experience 
they'd just as soon forget. It should 
be interesting to see if, faced with 
the always-ebullient moderator Paul 
Scheer and a Castro full of Top Secret! 
fans (expect at least one “This is 
more people than saw it combined in 
1984!” joke), Zucker, Abrahams, and 
Zucker are willing to concede that 
their towheaded stepchild is worthy 
of the love the rest of us feel for it. 

SF Sketchfest presents the Top 
Secret! 30th Anniversary Screening 
& Q&A with Directors on Saturday, 
Feb. 8, at 1 p.m. at the Castro Theatre, 
429 Castro St., S.E Tickets are $20. 
sfsketchfest.com. SC 
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OPENING 


Oscar-Nominated Documentary Shorts To ascribe 


a general theme to the Academy's chosen con- 
tenders for superlative short-form documentary, 
let’s borrow a line from prelapsarian Woody 
Allen: “‘Human beings, wow.” Just a few degrees 
away from some wry Christopher Guest leg-pull, 
Jeffrey Karoff's commendably sincere Cavedigger 
profiles a self-taught New Mexico sculptor of 
underground architectural artworks. Says one 
friend/client, ‘‘When he has a shovel in his hand, 
he's like a coke addict with piles of coke.” Quite. 
Other, more sober-minded films in this batch seek 
wisdom from re-examining violent confrontations. 
Respectfully gathering participants’ astonished 
camcorder footage and solemn recollections, Sara 
Ishaq’s Karama Has No Walls chronicles Yemeni 
protesters joining the Arab Spring and incurring 
chaotic and deadly violence. Bay Area filmmaker 
Jason Cohen's Facing Fear smartly probes the 
happenstance reunion between a gay man, now 
a manager at the Museum of Tolerance, and the 
former neo-Nazi punk who beat him unconscious 
in an L.A. alley decades ago. Malcolm Clarke and 
Nicholas Reed's The Lady in Number 6: Music Saved 
My Life, a forgivably gauzy portrait of the world’s 
oldest living Holocaust survivor, opens on her 
gnarled hands at the piano, bouncing through Bach 
with elegance and genuine feeling. As a girl, the 
now 110-year-old Alice Herz-Sommer once played 
the piano for her mother's friend Franz Kafka; 
today she cites the “intellectual atmosphere” 
of one’s upbringing as crucially important and 
considers her life experience uniquely enriching. 
Taken together — along with the riveting additional 
nominee Prison Terminal: The Last Days of Private 
Jack Hall, about a dying elderly prison lifer and his 
fellow-inmate hospice workers, and premiering on 
HBO March 31 — these docs do make clear what a 
peculiar little species ours is after all. (JK) 


Stranger by the Lake 2014 is shaping up to be a swell 


year for fans of explicit, foreign-language gay sex, 
as Alain Guiraudie’s Stranger by the Lake vaults 
right over the man-on-man pole recently erected 
by Antonio Hens’ The Last Match. Handsome young 
Franck (Pierre Deladonchamps) spends his summer 
days cruising for hot anonymous action on the 
nude beach of a certain French lake. He meets the 
schlubby Henri (Patrick D'Assumc¢ao), who's great 
for conversation, and the hunky Michel (Christophe 
Paou, a dead ringer for 1972 Mark Spitz), who's 
great for everything else. Unfortunately, as Franck 
witnesses, Michel also has a tendency to kill his 
lovers... but if a hot piece of ass is also a murderer, 
does that really have to be a dealbreaker? In its 
methodical, languidly paced examination of a 
furtive aspect of gay life in a single setting, the 
picture is reminiscent of Jacques Nolot’s similarly 
observational Porn Theater, but with near-constant 
nudity and far more explicit sex. There are no close- 
ups of penetration, but we do get a handjobbed 
money shot, and those who find such things too 
ooky will miss out on a great film about gay men 
getting killed while cruising that manages to be 
both sexy and not homophobic. In other words, 
Stranger by the Lake is no Cruising. (SC) 


ONGOING 


Oscar Nominated Short Films 2014: Animation 


Hooray for cartoons! While there’s a lot wrong 
with the Academy Awards — the glaring lack of an 
award for stunt performers, for example — at least 
they've always had a category for Best Cartoon, 
even if they got all self-conscious and changed it 
from “Cartoon” to the more respectable-sounding 
“Animated Film” in the 1970s. Among the standouts 
of this year’s cartoons are Lauren MacMullan and 
Dorothy McKim's Get a Horse!, the semi-obligatory 
Disney offering and the first Mickey Mouse theatri- 
cal short since 1995. Continuing the studio's recent 
obsession with its glory days (cf. the Oscar-snubbed 
Saving Mr. Banks), Mickey steps off the screen of 
a faithfully-re-created 1928-style short into the 
real/CGI world, paying homage to Buster Keaton's 
Sherlock, Jr. in the process. Meanwhile, Laurent 
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Witz and Alexandre Espigares’ Mr. Hublot takes 
Jacques Tati’s fears of a mechanized world to its 
logical extreme, as a clockwork man in a clockwork 
world opens his heart to a clockwork dog. Max Lang 
and Jan Lachauer’s Room on the Broom's tale of 
a witch on a joyride with an increasing number of 
animal pals is mostly distinguished by Simon Pegg's 
exuberant narration, while Pixar's under-nominated 
The Blue Umbrella is a startlingly photorealistic 
story about lovestruck umbrellas in a rainy city, 


aided by a beautiful Jon Brion score. (SC) 

Oscar Nominated Short Films 2014: Live-Ac- 
tion Observable trends in this year’s batch of 
Oscar-nominated narrative shorts include child 
endangerment, as usual, tending away from 
comedy, as usual, and being from countries other 
than the United States, which helps mitigate these 
familiar sentimental irritations. Also, weird to say 
it, but several of them are just too damn long. The 
shortest of the bunch also is the sweetest: From 
Finland, Do | Have to Take Care of Everything? 
cutely encourages a pushy young gal to wrangle 
her husband and kids through a big messy hurry 
for seven minutes, showing up fellow nominees 
whose vamping indulgences stretch them out to 
the awkward not-quite-feature length of around 
half an hour. Just Before Losing Everything, a 
French film about a woman taking her kids with 
her to work for refuge from an abusive husband, is 
decidedly less rushed. A hospital janitor befriends 
a dying boy in the tender-hearted Danish drama 
Helium, none of whose technically unimpeach- 
able elements manage, alas, to be lighter than 
air. In That Wasn't Me, as harrowing events spur 
rapport between a Spanish social worker and an 
African child soldier, the filmmakers nicely expand 
their story's psychological scope, but also seem 
unfortunately distracted by similarly expanding 
their budget for action scenes. As extracted 
into 13 minutes from a David Mitchell novel, only 
The Voorman Problem, with Martin Freeman as a 
jailhouse shrink and Tom Hollander as an inmate 
with an eerily evidence-supported god complex, 
leaves us wanting more. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Boom: The Sound of 
Eviction: Though originally released in 2001, this 
documentary by ILWU member Mark Liiv — about the 
original late-"90s dot-com bubble — should still ring 
frighteningly true today. Following the film, local 
community members, labor leaders, tenants, and 
activists discuss methods of fighting back against 
evictions and gentrification. Fri., Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m. 
$7. boomthemovie.org. 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 
824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

The Castro Theatre. SF Sketchfest Tribute to Alan 
Arkin: Kevin Pollak moderates a 35th anniversary 
screening of The In-Laws. Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m. $25. 
sfsketchfest.com. Cabin Boy 20th Anniversary: With 
Chris Elliott, Adam Resnick, and Peaches Christ. 
Co-presented by SF Sketchfest and Midnight Mass. 
Fri., Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m. $20. sfsketchfest.com. Top 
Secret 30th Anniversary: With Jim Abrahams, David 
Zucker, Jerry Zucker, and Paul Scheer. Presented by 
SF Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 1p.m. $20. sfsketchfest. 
com. The Benson Movie Interruption: Comedian 
Doug Benson and guests spark up to get sparkly for 
a viewing of Twilight: New Moon. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sat., Feb. 8, 4:20 p.m. $20. sfsketchfest. 
com. Revenge of the Nerds 30th Anniversary: With 
Curtis Armstrong, Timothy Busfield, Robert Carra- 
dine, Andrew Cassese, Julia Montgomery, Larry B. 
Scott, and Brian Tochi. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Sat., Feb. 8, 8:30 p.m. $30. sfsketchfest.com. 
Veteran Documentary Corps: Premieres of seven 
documentary shorts that explore the experiences 
of American war veterans. Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m. 
$10-$50 (free for veterans and SFSU students). 
veterandocs.org. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621- 
6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Past (Le Passé): A new dramatic 
mystery from Oscar-winning Iranian director 
Asghar Farhadi (A Separation). Daily. The Room: 
Tommy Wiseau's cinematic bomb is every bit as bad 
as it's cracked up to be. You'll crack up as well at 
this riotous midnight screening with lots of Rocky 
Horror-style audience participation. Second Sat- 


urday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
Market/SanFrancisco/SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Cobb's Comedy Club. Shakes the Clown Live: With 
Bobcat Goldthwait, Julie Brown, Tom Kenny, 
Florence Henderson, and more. Presented by SF 
Sketchfest. Sun., Feb. 9, 4 p.m. $25. sfsketchfest. 
com. 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Voyage to 
the Planet of Prehistoric Women: Hosts Jim Four- 
niadis, Sherilyn Connelly, and Cole Stratton go 
old-old-old-old-school for this special SF Sketchfest 
edition of Bad Movie Night. Sun., Feb. 9, 8 p.m. 
$15. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, www. 
darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. 12 Years a Slave: 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, and Brad Pitt star in director Steve 
McQueen's powerful drama set in antebellum Amer- 
ica. Daily. Nebraska: Bruce Dern and Will Forte star 
in a Midwestern road movie shot in black-and-white 
by director Alexander Payne (The Descendants, 
Sideways). Daily. The Oscar Nominated Short Films 
2014: Best Animated Short, Best Live Action Short, 
and more. Through Feb. 13. theoscarshorts.shorts. 
tv. Dallas Buyers Club: daily. Philomena: Irish dram- 
edy starring Dame Judi Dench and Steve Coogan 
and directed by Stephen Frears. Daily. Inside Llewyn 
Davis: Oscar Isaac occupies the title role in this 
Coen Brothers film about a Greenwich Village folkie 
set in the early ‘60s. Daily. Gloria: Paulina Garcia 
has won wide acclaim for her lead performance 
in this character study of a middle-aged Chilean 
woman who lives life on her own terms. Starting 
Feb. 7. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 
film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Invisible Woman, The Great 
Beauty, Blue Jasmine, The Last Match (La Partida), 
daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Rickshaw Stop. Footloose 30th Anniversary Dance- 
Along/Sing-Along: With Henri Mazza from the 
Alamo Drafthouse. Presented by SF Sketchfest. 
Wed., Feb. 5, 8 p.m. $12. sfsketchfest.com. 155 Fell, 
San Francisco, 861-2011, www.rickshawstop.com. 

Roxie Theater. 12 O'Clock Boys: Documentary about 
teenage dirt bikers in Baltimore. Through Feb. 6. 
Whoop Dreams: Work-in-progress test screening 
of a new documentary about Juggalos. Wed., 
Feb. 5, 7 p.m. vimeo.com/whoopdreams. 16th SF 
IndieFest: They're calling this year’s San Francisco 
Independent Film Festival their “Sweet 16,” but 
SF IndieFest is more grown up than that teenage 
designation might imply. With its wide variety of 
art-house dramas, apocalyptic comedies, animated 
features, thrillers, theme parties, sing-alongs, and 
other tangential events, the 2014 IndieFest has a 
lot to offer film fans — even those who are well past 
having parentally imposed curfews. Most screenings 
take place at the Roxie, with some extra shows at 
the Brava Theater Center (2781 24th St., SF) and 
New Parkway Theater (474 24th St., Oakland). Feb. 
6-20. sfindie.com. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 
monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
www.temescalartscenter.org. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Disney Goes to 
the Opera: Historian Ross Care discusses the use 
of classical music in early Disney films, with a 
focus on the 1946 animated short The Whale Who 
Wanted to Sing at the Met. Sat., Feb. 8, 11 a.m. & 
3 p.m. $15-$20. 104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
345-6800, www.waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. ASKEW Film & 
Performance Festival: Femina Potens presents 
its second festival of experimental film, radical 
dance, and performance art, combining movies 
and movement in three nights of countercultural 
showcases. Feb. 6-8, 7 p.m. $8-$10. ybca.org/ 
femina-potens. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 978- 
2787, www.ybca.org. 
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ORGANICH — 
BREWERY » SAN FRANCISCA 


SPANISH CUISINE 
FARM FRESH TAPAS & PAELLAS 
ARTISAN COCKTAILS 
SPANISH & CALIFORNIA WINES 
IDEAL FOR LARGE PARTIES 
LIVE FLAMENCO SUNDAYS, NO COVER 


THIRSTYBEAR.COM 
661 HOWARD ST « SAN FRANCISCO + 415.974.0905 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 








252-1515 
1737 Haight 
668-5577 
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“MUSHROOM PORRIDGE SOUNDS LIKE A DREARY LUNCH, BUT IT’S ONE OF THE SEXIEST DISHES ON THE MENU.” 





By Anna Roth 


Alta CA is probably going to 
take some punches from the anti-gen- 
trification hordes, those blockers of 
Google buses and decriers of rising 
rents. After all, the latest venture from 
lauded chef Daniel Patterson is right in 
the thick of it in mid-Market, kit- 
ty-corner from the Twitter building 
and directly across from the luxurious, 
super-high-tech NEMA apartments, 
which start at $2,300 per month fora 
studio. But the restaurant, named af- 
ter a 19th-century newspaper as well 
as a former moniker of California, 
shouldn't be written off as a symbol of 
where the city’s going wrong. It’s a 
beautiful example of a dressed-up bis- 
tro, but more importantly, it’s turning 
out some really good food. 

Unlike the high-concept (and, to 
some, overly fussy) dishes at some 
of Patterson's other ventures like 
Haven and Coi, Alta’s menu focuses 
on comfort food with a lot of tech- 
nique behind it — it’s closer to Nopa 
and Zuni in its DNA. And with hours 
that run from lunch to late-night 
(the kitchen is open until 1 a.m. ev- 
ery night), the restaurant is destined 
to become a Civic Center institution 
for power lunches, romantic dinners, 
and late-night burgers at the bar. 

Its flexibility is partially due to 
the thrift-store-chic room, which 
straddles the line between classy 
and casual. There are high ceilings, 
big windows looking onto Market, 
salvaged paintings on the walls, a 
big angular bar in the middle, anda 
semi-open kitchen separated from 
the dining room by handsome floor- 
to-ceiling shelves stocked with bar- 
rel-aged cocktails, pickles, and books 
(cookbooks intermingling with 
items like Pushkin and A History of 
Seafaring). One night a soundtrack 
of alt-rock standards from the likes 
of Wilco and Beck played in the 
background, not at head-splitting 
volume but just enough to make 
their presence known. 

The food is an extension of the 
restaurant's design — comfortable 
and laid-back, but highly structured 
and sophisticated if you look closely. 
Mushroom porridge sounds like a 
dreary lunch from a hippie cafe, but 
the team at Alta makes it into one 
of the sexiest dishes on the menu: 
It’s more like a risotto than gruel, 
all creamy and woodsy, like a great 
bowl of mushroom and barley soup. 
The shaved radish spheres sitting 
on top look like flying saucers, and 
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the squiggly hen-of-the-wood mush- 
rooms add a visual as well as textural 
counterpoint. It’s a simple, lovely 
dish that I found myself dreaming 
about long after lunch was over. 

And I fell in love with the burger, 
an instant classic that will no doubt 
find its place onto the city’s best-of 
lists. Executive chef Yoni Levy told 
me that his goal was to make “a 
straightforward, delicious burger,” 
and on that count he passed with 
honors. Its house-made seeded bun 
isn’t too thick, the meat has a pink 
center, and the cheddar cheese min- 
gles with sauce and beef juices to 
create that delightful, finger-soaking 
slurry that all great burgers have. On 
the side are crisp bread-and-butter 
pickles and addictive house-made 
potato chips. It will no doubt be 
compared to the burgers at Zuni and 
Nopa, but of the three, this is the 
most elementally burger-y of them. 

Similarly impressive were the 
bar bites. Deviled eggs are the snack 
du jour in San Francisco right now, 
but the version at Alta was one of 
the best I’ve had in years. Like the 
burger, there was nothing fancy 
about them — they were gussied 
up, not with caviar or toasted qui- 
noa, but with dill pickles and potato 
chips — but the smooth filling was 
spot-on, and the accents cut through 
the creaminess just enough. And 
then there were the beef tendon 
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puffs, chicharrones taken to a savory 
extreme, which came to the table 
fresh from the deep-fryer, emitting 
a refined snap-crackle-pop. Each 

bite was light but intensely beefy, 
and left behind a soft, clean vinegar 
aftertaste. 

Even dishes that weren't tran- 
scendent were flawless takes on 
the familiar. A dish of pork trotter, 
slow-cooked egg, roasted Brussels 
sprouts, and whole-grain mustard 
turned out to be a fun spin ona 
warm lardon salad from France — 
in the place of bacon was the crisp, 
meaty roasted pork, and instead of 
croutons, the sprouts provided the 
crunch. Oxtail and chickpea fritters 
showed the same playfulness. Al- 
ternating blocks of fried beef and 
seasoned chickpeas were plated atop 
an aioli and scattered with pickled 
red onions — a fine-dining riff on a 
falafel or shawarma sandwich. 

Did I have quibbles? Not many. 
The much-lauded soft-serve ice 
cream, aka the majority of the 
dessert menu, was fine, as far as 
soft-serve goes, but even toppings 
like house-made malt balls and 
marshmallows for “rocky road” failed 
to make it more than just a dish of 
ice cream (though this is not a major 
complaint). And though I had great 
service on an evening visit, lunch 
was a tad slow; a friend had to duck 
out early after an hour-and-a-half to 


Mushroom porridge at 
mid=-Market’s new AltaCA.- 
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make a meeting. 

With most of the dishes in the 
mid-teens, and some climbing into 
the twenties, Alta’s a bit out of my 
regular price range, but I could see 
myself stopping in late for a cocktail 
and a bar snack, burger, or house- 
cured pastrami sandwich. The drinks 
are on par with some of the better 
mixology programs in the city —a 
carrot-ginger drink tasted like a 
Moscow mule on a juice cleanse, and 
the barrel-aged Boulevardier was 
as smooth and mellow as one could 
hope. But the paradoxically named 
Reviver, made with gin, orange ver- 
mouth, and a challenging Midwest- 
ern spirit called Malort, was a little 
too complex, more of a thinker than 
an easy-drinker. The rest of the place 
is just as thought out, but thankfully 
much easier to digest. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 


AltaCA 


1420 Market, 590-2585, altaca.co. 
Hours: Mon-Fri11 a.m.-2 a.m., Sat- 
Sun 5 p.m.-2 a.m. 


Hen of the Wood Mushroom $19 
Hamburger $16 

Beef tendon puffs $6 

Deviled eggs $5 

Smoked pork trotter $21 
Chickpea & oxtail fritters $16 
Cocktails $12-$14 
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Your Comprehensive 
Guide to Beer Week 


By Jason Henry 


A couple of years ago, the California 


barley) from the chaff. In an act of 
pure altruism, we've jumped on the 
booze grenade and compiled a tar- 
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Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
wun ~WWwW.kingofchinesedumpling.com ini 


ONE AA .OADyANG 
2288 Mission at 19th 415-252-9560 
1003 Market at 6th 415-864-6773 
3211 Mission at Valencia 415-550-1414 








Senate declared February “Craft Beer 
Month.” Our livers, shuddering in fear, 
took solace in the fact that February is 


geted list of worthy events: 
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If you like to pucker up, check out one of 





the shortest month and promptly de- 
clared the other 11 months “Post-Beer 
Week Trauma Intensive Therapy 
Time.” (Naturally, we didn’t listen to 
our livers, and spent the rest of the 
year training in anticipation of the Bay 
Area’s most glorious month. As the 
T-shirt saying goes, “the liver is evil 
and must be punished.”) 

SF Beer Week grew out of a smat- 
tering of local annual beer events, 
including the Toronado Barleywine 
Festival and Magnolia and 21st 
Amendment Breweries’ Strong Beer 
Month. The current incarnation of 
Beer Week has become a massive 
undertaking, so much so that the 
“week” takes 10 days to complete. 
With hundreds of events stacked 
throughout the Bay Area, it can be 
difficult to separate the wheat (read: 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 
recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


CDXX: Bayview’s new bistro has a New American 
slant to the menu and a wide range of burgers 
with fancy toppings ($11-$17). But its real claim to 
fame is its Croughnut, a knockoff of Manhattan's 
famed Cronut. 5800 Third St., 652-5450, cdxx.co. 

Estela’s Sandwiches: Another beloved business re- 
turns to Haight and Fillmore after it was destroyed 
by fire two-and-a-half years ago. Expect lots of 
sandwiches (including several veggie options), 
fresh juices, smoothies, baked goods, and other 
treats. 250 Fillmore, 864-1850. 

Lolo: The Mission's popular Mexican restaurant 
has moved to a colorful new spot on Valencia, 
all the better to showcase its Jalisco-focused 
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the many events focused on sour beers. 
Brewed with wild yeast and bacteria 
(trust us, lactobacillus and pediococcus 
taste better than they sound), these 
beers feature a quenching acidity, and 
are often barrel-aged with all manner of 
fruit and other unique additions. Grab 
the BART to Berkeley to check out the 
annual Sour Sunday event (Feb. 9, 
11:30 a.m.-5 p.m.) featuring the week’s 
largest selection of funky brews. Triple 
Rock will serve international sours from 
the likes of Cantillon and Drie Fon- 
teinen, while Jupiter will pour domestic 
wild ales from local outfits such as Rus- 
sian River and Drake’s Brewing. Or, 
check out United Sours of America at 
Monk’s Kettle (Feb. 8,11 a.m.-2 a.m.), 
where all 24 taps will flow with domestic 
sours from 20 breweries such as Cas- 
cade, Prairie, and The Rare Barrel. >> p32 


cuisine, including Dungeness crab croquetas and 
panko-encrusted avocado tacos. A new cocktail 
list is all about the mezcal. 974 Valencia, 643- 
5656, lolosf.com. 

Mazza Luna: This Lebanese extension of Hayes 
Valley's Mazzat serves up shawarma and other 
Mediterranean specialties in a stylish, gray-hued 
cafe. 810 Van Ness, 829-2730, mazzaluna.com. 

Manos Nouveau: The theme is upscale Latin, the 
cuisine’s focus is the flavors of Mexico and Peru, 
and the menu has three kinds of ceviche along 
with entrees like duck breast in squash sauce and 
grilled ribeye over pan-seared Brussels sprouts. 
3115 22nd St., 638-6109, manosnouveau.com. 

Super Duper Burger: The seventh location of this 
popular burger chain has opened in the FiDi near 
the Embarcadero. Expect the usual menu of Niman 
Ranch burgers, free-range chicken sandwiches, 
Straus milkshakes, and local beer and wine. 98 
Mission, 974-1200, superdupersf.com. 





JUR Ch 
TUUR All 


SFMEDIACO.COM/ROCHTHEBOA 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC | FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 | 33 


It 


Un, 











KING OF NO@DLES 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


iMatseetslammeslareaniee 
Media Company is 
seeking Bay Area 
artists to help us 
Tan) elaed’smrsmatclarelael 
of our newsracks. 
We’ll provide 15 


boxes and a small 
stipend to the 

15 most talented 
artists to remake 
as they see fit. 


ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY 
FEBRUARY I3TH 2014 





FREE DELIVERY IN THE AREA! 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm (*S30 min order) 


——————————— Je taste you can tnust 
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BEST EXOTIC FOOD DELIVERY WINNER 2015 


307 HAYES ST. 
415 874-9661 | 10:30am-11pm 


730 LARKIN ST. 
415 931-6917 | 11am-Midnight 


PUERTO ALL 


HAPPY HOUR 


410.290.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 


UM eae: 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 


lalaza 


LATIN BISTRO 


BREAKFAST LUNCH De 


Happy Hour Daily 5-7om 
Select beer, wine, and small plates half off! » 
Happier Hour every Wednesday featuring 
fy 4 or alo (=to Mm foloremsareldial aaal=lale! 
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415.525.4921 


WWwW.CAFELATAZA.COM SUN 7AM-3PM 
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If you like your brews from a barrel, 
reserve a ticket to attend The Jug 
Shop’s Barrel-Aged Beer Festival 
(Feb. 15, 7:45-10:45 p.m.), where 
more than 160 oak-aged beers will be 
available for sampling (no, 160 is not 
a typo). Another good pick is Drake's 
Barrel-Aged Beer Night at 
Churchill (Feb. 13, 6 p.m.), where 
brewers will chat about and pour 
barrel-aged creations while the 
bartenders sling spirits pairings. 


If you want to learn a thing or two, 
head to the TED Talks-inspired Beer 
Talks event (Feb. 8, 2:30-5:30 p.m.) 
to hear guest speakers from Fifty 
Fifty Brewing, Almanac Beer Co., 
Crooked Stave, and more speak about 
the design, process, and community 
aspects of brewing. Naturally, a host 
of fine beers will also be served. Or, 
see Master Cicerone Rich Higgins 
lead an interactive seminar in food 
and beer pairing at 18 Reasons (Feb. 
15, 3:30-5:30 p.m.). Remember, 
“knowing is half the battle.” Not sure 
about the other half, but sampling a 
bunch of beers usually seems to work. 


If your default expression is “bitter 
beer face,’ satisfy your inner hop-head 
at The Bistro’s 13th Annual Double 
IPA Festival (Feb. 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.), 
with more than 50 double IPAs and 30 
Triple IPAs on tap. Because Triple 
IPAs are a thing now. Another great 
option is City Beer Store’s Hop To It! 
Tasting (Feb. 15, 1-4 p.m.) which 
showcases brews from the 2-Hop Col- 
laboration project, wherein storied 
brewers such as Alpine, Beachwood 
BBQ, and Kern River created new 
beers highlighting two hop varieties. 
Wax poetic about hop varietals while 
throwing around words like “dank,” 
“resinous,” and “expressive.” 


If you like to mix beer and booze, 
attend a beer cocktail event, where 
mixologists will artfully blend spirits 
and brews. Don’t expect sake dropped 
into an Asahi or Bailey’s dubiously 
blending with a Guinness, as these 
bartenders take their craft seriously. 
Enjoy the SFBW Beer Cocktail 
Series at Alembic, where each day of 
SF Beer Week brings a new beery 
cocktail to the menu for one day only. 
Expect beer-infused foams, syrups, 
and other heady creations. Fora 
nightcap on the last evening of Beer 
Week, head to 15 Romolo for the 4th 
Annual Booze & Brew Brawl (Feb. 
16, 6-10 p.m.), where six competitors 
from the Bay Area’s best cocktail 
joints will vie for your liver’s undying 
affection. All of the cocktails will 
feature beer from Pacific Brewing 
Laboratory. 


Most importantly, SF Beer Week 
is an important (and potent) re- 
minder that we have a flourishing 
brewing scene right in our backyard. 
Drink local! 





Arnel PIZZA 


SINCE 1975 


Open Fri & Sat 


W NER TILL 2AM 


mee $2.75 /SLICE 


NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 





Wow availabie for select shows! 
THE PERFECT 
DATE NIGHT 


Dinner & Show 


Prepye 
will 
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SAW FRAACISCO 





World-Class Live Music 
+ Micheli Rated Japanese Cuisine 


1550 FUAMORE ST. 415-655-5600 
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Savoring 
$100 Worth 
of Pappy 
Van Winkle 


I walked into Hard Water, 
near the Ferry Building, on a quiet 
night. It looks like what youd get if you 
crossed an old-time distillery witha 
New Wave seafood restaurant. I sat 
down at the horseshoe bar with the 
marble top. A bartender, Neil, handed 
me three menus. 

What kind of bar needs three 
menus? 

One was the dinner menu. One 
was the cocktail menu. And one was a 
list of the 250-odd kinds of bourbon 
it keeps on hand. Should you like that 
sort of thing. 

Hard Water is dominat- 
ed by five wall-length 
shelves of bourbon 
bottles stretching up 
to the ceiling. Like 
an antique library, 
it requires a ladder 
to reach the items 
on the top. The last 
time I was here, a 
visitor from Chicago 
who’s an amateur 
bourbon enthusiast 
took a picture to send 
to his friends back 
home, and patted me on 
the back. “If I lived here,” he 
said, “I would live here.” 

I understood. I developed my love 
of whiskey on a trip to Scotland. I 
walked into an Edinburgh pub and 
asked for a single-malt scotch. 

“Sure,” said the barter. “What do 
you want?” 

“What do you recommend?” 

He gave me a look. “We have 140 
kinds. You have to do better.” 

Something clicked in my head: 140 
kinds meant that I could sit at this 
bar for two weeks, trying 10 different 
scotches a day, and leave entirely cer- 
tain about what my preferences were. 

Some people like Disneyland, some 
of us go ... another direction. 

Which is to say that Iam a scotch 
man, not a bourbon man, a distinc- 
tion so subtle that lawyers in cigar 
clubs the world over are still arguing 
about who gets to nod smugly to 
whom. 

But good whiskey is good whiskey, 
and I didn’t need any of Hard Water's 
three menus. I knew what I'd come 
for. 

“Neil,” I said solemnly (I'd never 
met him before, but men bond quickly 
in whiskey bars), “is the Van Winkle 
Flight worth it?” 

I know that, as a rule, if youaska 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





ASTILLAT ION 


Pack | Eee 
BENJAMIN 
WACHS 
seams don’t show. 


waiter whether or not to order a $100 
item, they will say yes. It’s in their in- 
terest. But goddammit, this was Neil 
I was talking to: We'd been through 
so much. 

“Yeah,” he said. “I think so.” 

“Then let’s do it.” 

For those not part of the club: To 
be called “bourbon,” a whiskey must 
be made in Kentucky, meaning there 
are a large but still limited number of 
distilleries producing the real thing. 
Pappy Van Winkle is considered one 
of the finest bourbons of all ... and it’s 
almost impossible to get. Last year a 
bottle of the 20-year was sold at auc- 
tion for $1,190. 

Hard Water’s Van Winkle flight 
consists of five 1-ounce pours from 
five different bottles of Pappy: the 
10-year, the 12-year, the 13-year rye, 
the 15-year, and the 20-year. That’s 
$20 an ounce. When you throw in tax 
and tip, this was the first time I’ve lost 
money reviewing bars for the Weekly. 

I sat back, sipped mindfully, took 
notes, and wondered about Hard Wa- 
ter and its three menus. In addition 

to haute Southern cuisine, 
the place has a raw bar, for 
God’s sake, all packaged 
in a sleek, metallic 
urban hot spot. Yet 
somehow it makes 
it seem natural, like 
a DJ who mashes 
songs from in- 
compatible styles 
together as if they 
were composed for 
one another. There 
should be rough 
edges at Hard Water, 
but there are none. The 


It took me over an hour 

to get through 5 ounces of 
booze. Neil and I compared notes 
with every bottle. Every time some- 
one orders this flight, Neil insists on 
knowing which year was the favorite. 
Our unanimous verdict, reached in- 
dependently: It’s all truly exceptional 
bourbon, but the 15-year Pappy is the 
king. Perfect but still dangerous. 

Hard Water is a testament to San 
Francisco’s skill at appropriation, to 
the care with which we mix and match 
aspects of cultures that have nothing 
in common except how cool we think 
they are — how tenderly and carefully 
we ll insert ourselves into traditional 
practices that were never for us, devel- 
oped by people who deeply value the 
kind of ties we severed to come here 
and be citizens of a global culture. 

Sometimes monoculture means 
Disneyland — and sometimes it 
means fine Kentucky bourbon chas- 
ing down New Brunswick oysters at a 
restaurant by the bay. Is it worth what 
we ve lost? I don’t know, but we might 
as well enjoy it while it’s here. 


Hard Water 
Pier 3, 392-3021, hardwaterbar.com. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA 
415-970-8815 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC 
415-776-0106 


WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 


Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 
From 8am 











_————————— 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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That Cutsine 


DINE-IN « TAKE OUT ¢ DELIVERY 
Open Till tam Everyday! 


SUNSET 
2123 Irving St 
415-753-3347 

Try Our Secret Menu 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 
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Sip on some craft beer history and 
brewing Innovation one flight at a (time, 


+ Bee el el 
- — 
Ry Serra Yemads 


TORPEDO ROOM 
2033 Fourth Street, Berkeley 
(580) 647-3439 
WWW.SIERRANEVADA.COM 
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Make-Out Room 
-~, 


WEDNESDAY 2/05 AT 8PM, FREE! 


FRIGO-BAR! INT'L DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2 SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
SPECIAL GUEST DJ KA-BOOM 
CUMBIA/THAI FUNK/AFRO-BEAT/RAI 


ELECTRO-REGGAE/AFRO-FUNK/ASIAN-PSYCH & MORE! 


THURSDAY 2/06 AT 9PM, FREE! 
DJ FOODCOURT AND HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 


FRIDAY 2/07 AT 7PM, NO COVER! 
1ST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 


COOL AS FUCK! 
W/ DJS RAUL, KEVIN, LIAM, & BRIAN 
INDIE/ROCK/POP/BRIT 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


LOOSE JOINTS 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 2/08 AT 6:30PM, $5-10 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 
JEFF VANDERMEER » LUCY CORIN 
MARIAN SZCZEPANSKI + LISA EVANS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 2/09 AT 7:30PM, $8 
MEMORIES ¢ FINE STEPS 
SILVER SHADOWS 
MONDAY 2/10 AT 9:30PM, FREE! 


420 MINUTES 
MTV CLASSIC VIDS ALL NIGHT LONG! 


W/ VJS FRIAN BAKEFIELD & KK 
TUESDAY 2/11 AT GPM, FREE! 
DJ TONEARM: AMPLIFIED SOUL! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 
LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 2/12 AT 6PM, NO COVER! 


CREPUSCULE 
DJ 2LOOSE & DR. DUMDUM 
PLUS DJ LIL SMARTY PANTS 
POST PUNK, NEW WAVE, CINEMATIOUE 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! FREE! FREE! 
DJS CLUTCH & SIKK LAFFTER PRESENT: 


MUSICAL CHAIR DANCE PARTY! 


THURSDAY 2/13 AT 7PM, $8 
GOLDEN VOID « CY DUNE 
PONTIAK 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 


SOUL: IT'S THE REAL THING! 
WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Hammett says 

~ herelates to the 
ghouls and the 
demons. 


Monsters ot Rock 


Kirk Hammett’s Fear FestEvil pairs the Metallica guitarist's love of scary 
movies with the brutal music of his day job. 


By Ian S. Port 
If you couldn’t already tell by 


some of the ghoulish faces painted on 
his favorite axes, Metallica guitarist 
Kirk Hammett is a serious horror fan. 
His San Francisco home houses the 
world’s second-largest collection of 
horror memorabilia, including rare 
posters for classic films such as Nosfer- 
atu and The Mummy, as well as life- 
sized replicas of famous monsters 
from The Creature From the Black La- 
goon and other flicks. He showed off 
his horror collection — and tales of 
the herculean efforts required to 
amass it — in the 2012 book Too Much 
Horror Business. But this weekend, 
Hammett will put it on display to the 
general public at the first-ever Fear 
FestEvil, a combination horror con- 
vention and heavy metal festival at the 
Regency Ballroom. Along with hor- 
ror-world stars, Hammett has invited 
Bay Area metal bands like Exodus 
(which he played in before joining Me- 
tallica) and Death Angel to perform on 
the Regency Ballroom’s stage, where 
he'lljoin them during their encores. 
Ahead of the fest, we talked to Ham- 
mett about his love of horror and what 
to expect when metal greats gather in 
S.F. this week. 


SF Weekly: How are you, Kirk? 
Kirk Hammett: Good man, I 
just went out surfing at Ocean Beach 
and it was so motherfucking cold. 
The waves were beautiful, but when 
I jumped in I could tell the water 


was maybe 50, 51 degrees. But other 
than that it was fantastic. 


Where did the idea for the 
Fear FestEvil come from? Was it 
related to your book, Too Much 
Horror Business? 

There definitely is a connection. 

I put out Too Much Horror Business 

in 2012. So [then] Metallica did the 
Orion festival, our music festival in 
Chicago and Atlantic City. To person- 
alize the festival, we came up with 
the concept of having lifestyle tents. I 
basically turned my tent into a crypt, 
and just filled it with a bunch of stuff 
from my collection, and called it 
Kirk’s Crypt. It was also a vehicle for 
me to sell my book. I had so much 
fun doing it, and the feedback I got 
from my fans was so overwhelmingly 
positive, that we decided to do it 
again last year for Orion festival. 

It was a little bit bigger, a little bit 
better — it was just so much fun. 
The feedback was just so cool that I 
decided, heck, I don’t need the Orion 
festival to do this, I can do this on my 
own, I can do this in San Francisco. 


Seems like the Regency, with 
its history and atmosphere, 
would be the perfect place. 

Bro, the fourth floor has a Ma- 
sonic temple on it, and that floor’s 
supposedly haunted, and that’s 
where I’m going to be displaying my 
collection. There’s a big stage there 
where we're going to hold the panels, 
and there’s these scrims behind the 
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stage — scrims are backdrops basi- 
cally — but 33 of them. They were 
made in, I don’t know, the 1890s or 
something — painted on linen, and 
they’re amazing-looking. Over the 
course of the convention we're going 
to be switching out those scrims. 

My vision for the convention is 
to make it a complete experience 
— something that you can actually 
interact with, rather than going to 
San Diego Comic-Con, where you 
get bombarded by vendors and the 
whole consumerism aspect. What 
we re doing here is we're trying to 
create an atmosphere, an ambience, 
that’s going to encourage interaction. 
We're going to have tattoo artists on- 
site tattooing. We're going to have 
a taxidermist doing a display anda 
demonstration. We're going to have 
various producers, directors, actors, 
and actresses doing panels and sign- 
ings. At some point or another, each 
band will sit down and do a signing. 
We're going to have various costume 
contests and model contests, which 
is going to be a lot of fun. The music 
part of it is going to be great: Exodus 
and Carcass the first night, Death 
Angel [and] Orchid second night. I’m 
really excited to get up onstage and 
play with Exodus and Death Angel. 


Has there been anything like 
this before? 

Not in the Bay Area. [We’re try- 
ing to] give emphasis on the horror 
genre as a whole, and the culture of 
that. Then, in the evening time, it 





turns into heavy-metal horror. And 
one ticket will get you into the con- 
vention and into the musical part of 
it, too. ’m hoping that it’ll be enough 
of a success this year so that we can 
have it next year as well, and hope- 
fully have it move to other places. 
But we'll see how realistic that is. 

You're actually going to see [the] vi- 
sion that’s in my sick little head come 
out in this convention. I’m going to be 
there from the beginning to the very 
last minutes of it, and interacting and 
participating as much as I can. I’m 
going to be doing a panel as well, may- 
be a couple panels. Just because my 
name is attached to it doesn’t mean 
that I’m going to be untouchable. I’m 
not going to be hiding anywhere. 


You're performing with Ex- 
odus and Death Angel during 
their encores. But with all of 
the bands, plus Slash, Anthrax's 
Scott lan, and Doyle [of Misfits 
fame] around, is there a possi- 
bility that you might all get on- 
stage for an all-star jam? 

We're trying to be as flexible as we 
can with the whole musical portion 
of it. So if the opportunity comes, 
and if the situation is right and ev- 
eryone feels comfortable and into it, 
yeah, by all means. What I don’t like 
about conventions and that sort of 
thing is the rigid aspect of the sched- 
ule. ’m a real spontaneous person, 
and I’m trying to work in as much 
spontaneity as I can into this conven- 
tion. And hopefully some very cool 
spontaneous musical thing will come 
up. Who knows? I would like it. 


As a longtime fan, can you 
explain the attraction of horror 
films? Do you still find them 
scary? What does horror culture 
do for you? 

I’ve been attracted to horror mov- 
ies ever since I was a young child. 
Back then I just loved getting scared. 
It was a very exciting thing for me to 
sit there and check out cool-looking 
monsters and get scared. As an adult 
I can be more philosophical about 
it, and say it puts me in touch with 
my own mortality and all that other 
bullshit, but bottom line is, I still get 
a thrill from watching horror mov- 
ies, and that thrill is the same thrill 
I had when I was a kid. It never died. 
Maybe I just still have yet to fucking 
grow up, I don’t know. But for me 
a good horror movie is like a good 
heavy metal song. It has its different 
dynamics, it has its peaks, it has its 
valleys, has its quiet bits, has its loud 
bits. I’ve always felt like a bit of an 
outcast, and a bit of a misfit, and 
maybe I can relate to a lot of the pro- 
tagonists in a lot of these films. 


Kirk von Hammett’s Fear FestEvil 
With Exodus, Death Angel, Carcass, 
Orchid, and more. Noon Friday and 
11a.m. Saturday, Feb. 7-8, at the 
Regency Ballroom. $37.50-$175; 
fearfestevil.com. 
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JAMIE 
CULLUM 


Frida 
June 13 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


KARMIN 


BRYCE VINE 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $21.50 


THE GROUCH 
& ELIGH 


MADCHILD - PIGEON JOHN 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $23.00 


ALO 


ORGONE (FRI) 
RAINBOW GIRLS (SAT) 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 238 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


CHILDREN OF 
BODOM 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 1 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


DALE 
EARNHARDT 
JR. JR. 


CHAD VALLEY 


ticketmaster.com 


0& fF 
" THE GET DOWN J 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE ; : M | 2 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 4 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $32.50 


SKINNY 


PUPPY 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 


| DI@{O) SOEs) s (OME Peele) 


EV f 


tole 4] ad is) | oO 4 FS 


FRIDAY, MARCH 7 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $33.50 


ANI 
DIFRANCO 


TOSHI REAGON 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $37.00 
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RON KEEL 


SUNDAY, MARCH 9 
1 DYOXO) Se) = (OAs lO) 


THURSDAY, MARCH 13 


DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $26.50 
FRIDAY, MARCH 14 


SATURDAY, MARCH 15 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $26.50 


RAILROAD 
EARTH 


UES, Ct; Cit) 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZLE 

Mi Here's how you judge a DJ: by the 
blends between songs, by their interac- 
tion with the dancefloor, by their track se- 
lection, by their sonic tweaks, and by how 
well they put each song in the context of 
a larger narrative. Few manage to do all 





that well, but Mike Servito, performing 
at an East Bay underground, did it all and 
more. He makes other great DJs look bad. 





@ If you haven't heard Holly Herndon's 
“Chorus,” stop what you're doing and find 
it: The track begins with a clipped arsenal 
of modulated hiccups and exclamations, 
then unfolds into a sort of verse, then 
explodes into a stunningly melodic cho- 
rus. Herndon, a Ph.D. student in computer 
music at Stanford, is bridging the worlds 
of commercial dance music and the elec- 
tronic avant-garde, and doing it very well. 





i We rounded up the best music quotes 
of the week: Zooey Deschanel on how 
Prince came to appear on New Girl, 

what the future has in store for Justin 
Bieber (although we hope not), Andrew 
W.K.'s views on gender identity, and a 
hilariously stodgy description of Beyoncé 
dancing at the Grammys. Read them on 
our blog! 


PIZZICE 

No shocks, no fuck-ups, no blackouts, 
no middle fingers, and definitely no sil- 
ver-plated lady nipples. Bruno Mars put 
on a family-friendly Super Bowl halftime 
show that no one on earth could be upset 
by. The levels of safety involved though 
make us kind of hope Miley Cyrus lands 
the gig next year, just to get some spice 
back. 








@ It's always hard for a band to survive 
the loss of its lead singer and frontman, 
and the new version of lauded British 
grunge revivalists Yuck did a solid job at 
the Independent. But they needed to put 
a lot more feeling and energy into their 
performance. They could've taken a les- 
son from the fiery punk of opener Grmin. 





Mi During an epic week in which Justin 
Bieber was arrested not once, but twice 
— in two countries - we found another 
Bieber scandal: a report saying he wants 
to open a high-end tattoo shop with his 
father. Looks like the Beebs needs anoth- 
er subculture to appropriate. 


For full versions of the above stories and 
much more about S.F. music, check out All 
Shook Down, our music blog, at 
www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY | 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 





4PM 'til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS/S$3 DRAFTS/S$2 PBR/S$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 5 2014 FREE 
(FOLK/ INDIE/ ROCK) 


Feat: 


Featuring some of the Bay Area’s most 
original and complelling live performers 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6 2014 $5 
(MOTOWN/ R&B/ SOUL) 


Plus: 
Don’t miss this funky show! 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7 2014 $10 
FREE BEFORE 9:00PM 
(BOOGALOO, SOUL, FUNK) 
(GOING LATE-NIGHT 9:30 PM TILL 2:30AM+) 


Plus: 
An evening of ass shakin’, body movin’, jazzy 
funky soul-greasy dance-charged boogaloo. 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 8 2014 $10 (ADV) 
(REGGAE, CUMBIA, HIP-HOP, SALSA, ROCK, WORLD) 


With: 
Plus: 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9 2014 FREE 


(ROTC) 
With: 
Plus: 
Locally-sourced organic Hip-Hop for 
the people, by the people 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11 2014 FREE 
(SOUL, R&B) 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 12 2014 $5 
(FOLK, BLUES, R&B, FUNK, ROCK N’ ROLL) 


With: 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14 2014 $12 (ADV) 
(FUNK, ROCK) 


Feat: 


(OF ‘P FUNK ALLSTARS’) 
With: 

RonKat’s unique showmanship and 
singularly energized music style brings a 
powerful sound and a funk to his show that 
is incomparable. Make ‘Em Dance! 


BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS: 
APRIL 24 THRU 29 @ THE BLUE NILE ON FRENCHMEN ST 


? 
** BOOGALOOIN’ ** 
AT * JAZZ FEST 2014 * 
IN NEW ORLEANS 
6 NIGHTS OF KICK-AZZ FUNKY LIVE MUSIC 
SHOWS! GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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Techno's 
Trippy Roots 


By Derek Opperman 


Beneath the hyper-futuristic 
circuitry of techno lie roots borrowed 
from the repetitive sonic experimen- 
tation of Germany’s kosmische 
movement. Better known in the 
English-speaking world as “Krautrock,” 
it was a wildly creative period between 
the late 60s and mid ’80s that birthed 
a generation of synthesizer-obsessed 
artists — like Kraftwerk, Manuel 
Gottsching, and Tangerine Dream — 
whose vision still affects dance music 
today. It’s often a subtle influence, but 
not in the case of Blondes (real names: 
Sam Haar and Zach Steinman), a 
Brooklyn duo whose aesthetic blends 
modern dancefloor appeal with the 
tripped-out sound palettes and song 
structures of Krautrock. 

Their interest in the style extends 
back to their early days together 
at Oberlin College. The first few 
releases, beginning in 2010, were 
highly indebted to Krautrock, with a 
particular emphasis on the melodic 
tidal flow of Gottsching’s landmark, 
hourlong 1984 work, “E2-E4.” 
Tracks like “Lover” and “Business” 
approached a similar degree of psy- 
chedelia, with swirling synthesizer 
washes and noodling lines that 
seemed to appear and disappear 
endlessly. Part of this is due to the 
way Haar and Steinman make mu- 
sic: They play live and invent their 


goal, it will just frustrate the hell 
out of you,” Haar told Dazed mag- 
azine. “It’s better to let the process 
just do it.” 

On Swisher, their latest record, 
Blondes take a similar approach, 
but their explorations have brought 
them to the dancefloor in a round- 
about way. The music is still ethe- 
real, but their tracks now feature a 
percussive edge indebted to techno. 
On “Bora Bora,” they let the drums 
play alone, with military snare rolls 
and ricocheting delay carried by an 
insistent kick drum. “Poland” goes 
darker, with ’80s horror movie ar- 
peggiations and hi-hat hiss. Even 
“Elise,” the song that most recalls 
the melodic intensity of their earlier 
work, includes an upfront rhythm 
with a crunchy pulse. But the Krau- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Lights Down Low presents Scuba at 
Mezzanine, 9 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6. $20; 
mezzaninesf.com 

Though once known for his sinister take on 
U.K. dubstep, Scuba has since moved on. 
Based in Berlin, he’s let the influence of the 
German capital bleed into blown-out 
dancefloor anthems like “Hardbody” and 
“The Hope.” They evoke MDMA-induced se- 
rotonin overload by combining techno fu- 
turism with the energetic spirit of rave 
music's early years. 


Deep Inside at Club OMG!, 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 7. Free; clubomgsf.com 

They say house is a feeling. Well, now it’s a 
feeling you can feel for free. Deep Inside is a 
new, no-cover weekly party at Club OMG! that 
focuses on all strains of soulful and steady 
dance music with a mix between the Latin 
rhythms of ‘90s New York and the more re- 
strained nuance of what's currently hitting it 
big on underground European dancefloors. 


trock influences haven’t been lost. 
Their music still feels free-form, like 
sonic sculptures that you can get up 
and dance to. 

Nowhere does this become more 
apparent than when they perform 
live. Much like their studio process, 
Blondes improvise their material 
from a full spread of hardware. Ex- 
pect a blend of cosmic atmospherics 
and streamlined low-end when 
the duo headlines As You Like It’s 
latest bash this Friday, alongside 
quirky Mexican tech-house spinner 
Rebolledo and Swedish deep-house 
phenomenon Axel Boman. 


As You Like It with Blondes, 
Rebolledo, and Axel Boman 

9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7, at Public Works. 
$10-$15; publicsf.com 


around the classic “four-on-the-floor” disco 
rhythm. Breakbeat, however, is different. 
It's a loose sound that encompasses those 
forms of electronic dance music whose per- 
cussion is jerked-out and funky, like ‘80s 
electro and ‘90s rave (which sampled and 
looped drum “breaks” from old funk re- 
cords). There are not many parties which 
trade in this style, which is something that 
Faultline, anew monthly in Oakland, is try- 
ing to rectify. 


Isis with Kele Okereke at Public Works 
9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. $15; 
publicsf.com 

Though he's mostly known as the lead 
singer of indie rock outfit Bloc Party, Kele 
Okereke is also an accomplished dance 
music producer. With the release of last 
year’s Heartbreaker EP on Crosstown Reb- 
els, he's pivoted into the slick and glossy 
world of contemporary tech-house; the EPs 
titular lead-single is an uptempo banger 


THE 


SPORTS BAR 


kKweaekaAKK Kk 
FULL COVERAGE: 
NFL/ NBA/ NHL 

WINTER OLYMPICS 
COLLEGE HOOPS 


zkweueK KK kK 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F4-7PM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 9 
13TH ANNUAL 
SF SKETCHFEST! 


THURSDAY 2/6 


THROWING SHADE PODCAST 


FRIDAY 2/7 - SATURDAY 2/8 
EMILY HELLER & MIKE LAWRENCE 


FRIDAY 2/7 - SATURDAY 2/8 
MATT KIRSHEN & APARNA NANCHERLA 








SATURDAY 2/8 
THE K OHLE aoe LIVE WITH KURT BRAUNOHLER 


URDAY 2/8 
PROBABLY. SCIENCE PODCAST 


SATURDAY 2/8 
THE IMAGINARY RADIO PROGRAM 


SUNDAY 2/9 
IMPROV4HUMANS WITH MATT BESSER 


SUNDAY 2/9 
VAGUE STORIES PODCAST WITH GREG BEHRENDT 


WEDNESDAY ge aE SATURDAY 2/15 
ENTINE’S DAY! 
AS SEEN ON COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN! 


r | DWAYNE PERKINS 


CARLA CLAYY, LYDIA POPOVICH 


WEDNESDAY 2/19 - SATURDAY 2/22 [mmm 
LIVE ALBUM RECORDING! < 
SHENG WANG 
JOHNNY BEEHNER, JOEY DEVINE 


saa! 2/27 - SATURDAY 3/1 
FROM MADTV & RIDE ALONG! 


e BRYAN CALLEN 
THURSDAY 3/6 - SATURDAY 3/8 


EMMY-WINNING WRITER /PRODUCER 
FOR THE SIMPSONS! 


DANA GOULD 


KEVIN O'SHEA, DAN GABRIEL 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF @ TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ¢ PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM @ ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
188 OVER® 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECTTO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
US ON 


FACEBOOK! 


JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 9 


13TH ANNUAL 
SF SKETCHFEST! 
THE SAN FRANCISCO 

COMEDY FESTIVAL 


THURSDAY 2/6 
HARMONTOWN PODCAST 


it N Oe A 
GILBERT GOTTFRIED WITH 
DAVID ANGELO & MATT LIEB 


SATURDAY 278 
SET LIST 


SATURDAY 2/78 
BRING THE ROCK 


SUDAN a A 
SHAKES THE CLOWN 


a 


© 


comedr 


VALENTINE’S DAY! 
FRIDAY 2/14 - SUNDAY 2/16 . 
a 
TOM PAPA ¥ 
From The Come to 
Papa Podcast! 


FRIDAY 2/21 - SUNDAY 2/23 
DEON COLE 


From Conan & Deon 
Cole’s Black Box! 


THURSDAY 2/27 - SATURDAY 3/1 
DAVID ALAN 
GRIER 


From In Living Color 
and Peeples! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 
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forged from Fender Rhodes stabs and de- 
tuned soul vocals. Expect him to play in 
that vein when he headlines this month's 
edition of Isis. 


work in the moment, rather than 
carefully planning each individual 
part beforehand. “I think if you start 
out with an idea with an end result 


Faultline at Lounge 3411, 9 p.m. Friday, 
Feb 7. Free; lounge3411.com 
Much of modern dance music is based 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


citi 
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—- ALBUM RELEASE PARTY! 
LOCURA 
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won FEB 10 
USTINES 
MY GOODNESS 


WED, FEB 12 
ntefey ti:te)4 J 


THU, FEB 13 
PARTIALLY SEATED SHOW 


ALICE SMITH 


FRI FEB 14 & SAL, FEB IS 

TWO NIGHTS! 

THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME 
SOLWAVE (2.14) 


TUE, MAR 4 


RICHARD DORFIMEISTER 
& RUPERT HUBER PRESINT 


TOSCA LIVE 
MYRON AND E { 2.15) THU. MAR & 
SUM, FEB 23 PARTIALLY SEATED 

H ANMIVERSA AGNES OBEL 


Two GALLANTS FRL MAR? 


TUE, FEB 3 GARDENS & VILLA 
WATERSTRIDER 


SAL MAR 8 
DUMPSTAPHUNK 


Ri, MAR 14 & SAT, MAR 15 

IWO NIGHTS! 

KARL DENSON’S 
TINY UNIVERSE 
QUINN DEVEAUK 

AND THE LUE BEAT REVIEW (3.14) 
COM BRIO (3.15) 


SUM, MAR 16 
PARTIALLY SEATED 
NILS FRAHM 
DOUGLAS DARE 













REBELUTI ON 


Pel, FEB ZB & SAT, MAR | 
TWO NIGHTS! MOPSE POP 2014 


REAL ESTATE 
THE SHILOHS, 

DREAM BOYS (2.28) 
DOMINANT LEGS (3.1| 





MON, MAR 3 


THE WILD FEATHERS 
SAINTS OF VALOR, 
JAMESTOWN REVIVAL 
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Skrillex 101 


a. 


By Ian S. Port 


That sound you're hearing is 
not an earthquake. If San Francisco 
seems a little more cacophonous than 
usual this week, or if you wake up in the 
middle of the night hearing what you 
swear are dinosaur farts, fear not. That’s 
just Skrillex, the 26-year-old dubstep 
superstar known for hyperactive, bow- 
el-shaking electronic music, who hap- 
pens to be performing at a different 
local venue every night this week. All of 
Skrillex’s shows are beyond sold out, but 
if you wanna know what the racket is 
about — or why your 22-year-old co- 
workers have been visibly hungover ev- 
ery morning this week — here’s a handy 
guide to all things Skrillex. 


So, Skrillex is a thing, huh? 

’Fraid so. His real name is Sonny 
Moore, and he spent part of his child- 
hood in San Francisco, where he was 
into skateboarding and hyper-aggres- 
sive rock music. Nowadays, like every- 
one in the music industry, he lives in 
L.A., and he’s incredibly popular with 
people who walk around shirtless at 
dance music festival across the world. 
(He’s also won six Grammys.) Skrillex 
put on multi-day parties in New York 
and L.A. two years ago, and this week 
he’s gracing our fine city with a week- 
long takeover. 


Wait, he played rock music? 
Yeah. As a teenager, Moore fronted 
a successful post-hardcore band called 
From First To Last, which sounded 
vaguely what would happen if you 
put an emo singer at the helm of a 
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metal band. They also had haircuts 
that involved sharp angles and plenty 
of black dye. But it was an EP of in- 
dustrial electronic bangers, posted for 
free on Myspace, that led to the Skrill 
we know today. 


So now he plays dubstep, or 
whatever you call it? 

Dubstep, or brostep, or dino-fart- 
wave, or music for people who drink 
lots of Red Bull — whatever you wan- 
na call it, Moore is at the forefront of 
a recent sound in dance music that 
melds huge, farty bass breakdowns 
with moments of glassy calm, and 
shoots it all through with laser-like 
sirens and odd vocal samples, thus 
ensuring that something new is con- 
stantly happening. He’s not easy to 
pigeonhole, though: While his early 
stuff had a grating, metallic bent, 
more recent tracks have shown lots of 
Jamaican dub influence. 


Sounds like music for the ADD 
generation. Is it any good? 

It can be. Electronic music purists 
complain about his lack of fidelity 
to the dubstep’s U.K. roots, and the 
olds may compare a Skrillex track 
like “Bangarang” to the sound of a 
malfunctioning trash compactor. But 
since when do the purists and the 
olds know anything? Skrillex’s tracks 
supply an irrepressible energy and a 
constant barrage of new textures over 
infectious beats. The best of them are 
crowd-pleasing, impeccably arranged, 
and utterly futuristic. They are not 
exactly subtle, but if Voltron ever 
held a dance party, he’d definitely 
play “Breakn’ A Sweat.” 


It sounds like you're telling me 
he’s good? 

He is very capable at what he does, 
which is generating hyper-stimulating 
sounds from a laptop that will make 
you (or at least some younger, more 
energetic, more drugged-out version 


Sonny Moore, 


. ee ee a party boy. 





of you) want to dance and basically 
lose your mind. It’s not Leonard Co- 
hen, but it has its time and place. 


What's the deal with all his 
collaborations? 

Skrillex, like many artists, gets 
off on working with other people. He 
made a hit with rapper A$AP Rocky 
called “Wild for the Night,” has a 
side partnership with Boys Noize 
that goes by Dog Blood, and has a 
new project called Jack U with Diplo 
that’s premiering at Miami's Ultra 
Music Festival in March. “T love col- 
laborating,” he told Rolling Stone late 
last year. “You discover more things 
about yourself when you work with 
other people, and your limits, your 
boundaries, grow.” 


So is this guy, with his 
half-shaven head and his hyper- 
active music, like, a hedonist par 
excellence? 

Sort of. Profiles of Skrillex describe 
him as subsisting on a steady flow of 
Red Bull, vodka, and cigarettes. But 
one profile noted that he hadn't tried 
Ecstasy or LSD, and feared the hang- 
over of cocaine. He is often described 
as a ball of energy and a compulsive 
performer — the kind of guy, who on 
his one night off during a packed tour, 
will put together a last-minute party 
just so he can DJ. 


Okay, now | wanna hear this 
Skrillex business. What should | 
listen to? 

Put on his 2012 Bangarang EP, 
turn the volume all the way up, and 
get someone to turn the lights in the 
room on and off very quickly. His live 
show will be like this times 11,376. 


Skrillex 
performs Monday, Feb. 3, through 
Feb. 8 at various venues at various 

times. Advance tickets sold out; 
skrillex.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


THEATER 


OAKLAND 
PT TRLECILAVH AVE.« LOOCATITIA HALT ALOK PRIM THE 19 ST LAP 
om BROKEN BELLS 
SA a SATURDAY 
| . APRIL 19TH 


ON SALE FRIDAY 


. ‘ 
7 Pt aT A ae 
vl aA 


oy ms 


NGAI MICH rodriqay gabriel 


| | ON SALE ig 

WITH SPELL GUSTS vo a a s 

NU ' y. ~4 1% Y 

THE ALTERNATE ROUTES Sm eg =< y 4 $FRID ATIVE: 
MAY 3 


zs om hs 
tripf@r concerts FRIDAY! 
ye) | 


H ‘ae 
NAN er SALE 
adh Be 2 a Bee 
ceen Ber. Ben was ees = 
HUNTED “ 
f MiICKETS AVAILABLE AT THEFOXOAKLAND.COM, APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM > 


esas 
“ ewT 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE FILM EAT MUSIC FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 Al 





= 
668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) LISTINGS 


41 558-8375 Club listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space restrictions. To 

. have a listing added, contact Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (225 Bush St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,CA 94104). To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. Deadline 
is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major shows and special events. 
Call individual clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


guest DJ RACHEL AIELLO, CLUBS 


Residents 
SKY MADDEN & KERRI LEBON 


watch with us: —— ___ open dail 
i 4 THUR Afro-Tropi-Electric-Samba-Funk WEDNESDAY 2/5 Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING HAPPY OLUD} AFROLICIOUS cisco. The Pack A.D., 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
9:30PM | DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco. My Bod 
Mis eae UML NOON 7PM. er GE ee Siaje edit cole arenes aie 
10:30em| PLEASUREMAKER ROCK 


Visit our website $8-$10 
d i WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM jam’? 4" & SENOR OZ and a 
@DANNYCOYLES FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK ' : 
guest DJ CONGO SANCHEZ 


(Thievery Corporation) 
plus resident percussionists 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY iN THE UNIVERSE Handsome Hawk Valentine presents 


THE i featuring 
THE BOOZE BOMBS 


(Germany), 

COLE WALKER & 
HIS RHYTHM SECTION, 
HUNNY BUNNY AND HER 


HOT TODDIES 
and DJ SLIM JENKINS 


Bersa Discos presents 


Special Guests 


APE DRUMS (Houston, Tx) 


ORO11 & DEEJAY THEORY 


(Bersa Discos) 


DUB MISSION 


presents the best in dub, roots 
reggae & dancehall with 


DJ SEP, J BOOGIE 


(Dubtronic Science) & guests 


WE'RE JUST ASKING FORIT1 ~—S=«C<CUINGGE: 


REQUEST YOUR FAVORITE BONNIE -.i ti, 
-quesrvour FavonirE LJ) BROTHER fo 


BANG BANG 
ARTISTS & BOOTIE WILL DARKNESS OWL PAWS 
DO ITS BESTTO MASH IT UP! with: A BOY NAMED ART and POPGANG DJS Dancing in the Sun 





71PM: LIVE MASHUP BAND: Thar THURS [NiCe ode aeHuleesrlilicea il 


STR MRED Eee y 7d Prthiedetem | POOLSIDE 


With Vito & Duzzi, Tropicool, and DJ Dials. 9 p.m. Saturday, 
DJs: MEIKEE MAGNETIC Feb. 8, at Mezzanine. $18.50; mezzaninesf.com. 
MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: & MIXTRESS SHIZAAM 
If the name “Poolside” doesn’t already imply super-chill intentions, the L.A. 


A PLUS D 7 DA DA DAZZLE ROOM: R — of J es eerie hee ree ee van a pinkie iam 
. isco” to describe their brand of laid-back, bright-and-sunny beat music. 
MIDNIGHT AERIAL SHOW: CIRQUE BU C LICHE Yeah, it’s like disco, but for the poolside: positive vibes, icy drinks, and Cali- 
ARIYANA LAFEY DJs: AIRSUN & CHUCKY BROWN fornia sunshine undergirded with gentle, four-on-the-floor beats and 


glassy synthesizers. Compared to night-time disco, the tempos are slower, 
8 ATU a 1 AY \ c B R i} A RY 8 rt SAT NITE SOUL PARTY the beats a little milder, and the songs unfold a little more lazily. S.F. deni- 
SUN 2/16 DUB MISSION: ROOMMATE, zens may recognize Paradise from his long-running, hugely successful Blow 
: DJ SEP, DJ BESET Up parties; though he’s based in L.A. now, Paradise is bringing his current 
DN A se se L. — — MON 2/17 = ZILI MISIK project back to the Bay Area for a one-off Blow Up event this weekend. 

OPP TENNOURS - $18 SEPORE JOPM - GOOTIESAOON Poolside will only be DJing, but it should still be an appropriate nighttime 

SEP TE LINE! 615 ADVANCE TIE @ OAALOUNEE CIN i i i - 

‘Bet |e = Snes DERE: WARMED Ein Wh WH PERRY Win PERE ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT engagement for the California winter of endless blue-sky days. Ian S. Port 
47 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
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Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Man 
Forever, Life Coach, Brian Chase, Death Cheetah, 
8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. St. 
Lucia, Sir Sly, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Cool Ghouls, 
That Ghost, Midnight Sons, 8:30 p.m., $5. 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 2/5 


The Fresh Beat Band: 6:30 p.m., $29.50-$39.50. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Lionel 
Bringuier & pianist Héléne Grimaud, 8 p.m., 
$15-$152. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

White Denim: W/ Clear Plastic Masks, 8 p.m., 
$22-$32 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Zappa Plays Zappa: Performing Roxy & Elsewhere, 
8 p.m., $42.50-$85. The Regency Ballroom, 
1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 2/6 


Berkeley Symphony: 8 p.m. UC Berkeley, Zeller- 
bach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Kacey Johansing: W/ Mara Hruby, Emily Mouldy, 
Sparkbox (Megan Keely & Kelly McFarling), 
8 p.m., $16. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Kronos: Under 30 / #5 World Premiere: W/ 
Kronos Quartet (performing Mary Kouyoum- 
djian's Bombs of Beirut), Friction Quartet, 8 
p.m., $20-$25. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Lionel 
Bringuier & pianist Héléne Grimaud, 2 p.m., 
$15-$152. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

Skrillex: W/ Samo Sound Boy, DJ Dials, 8 p.m., 
$35-$40. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San 
Francisco. 

Young the Giant: W/ Cayucas, Tapioca & The Flea, 
8 p.m., $29.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 


FRIDAY 2/7 


Hillbilly Robot: An Urban Americana Music 
Event: W/ Front Country, Laurie Lewis & The 
Right Hands, The Trespassers, 9 p.m., $15. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Kirk Von Hammett’s Fear FestEvil: W/ Exodus, 
Carcass, guest panelists, vendors, more, 4 
p.m., $70-$200. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Kronos: Under 30 / #5 World Premiere: W/ Kro- 
nos Quartet (performing Mary Kouyoumdjian’s 
Bombs of Beirut), Mobius Trio, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 
Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, San Francisco. 

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra: C.P.E. Bach 
& Haydn - Berlin & Vienna: 8 p.m., $25-$97. 
SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Lionel 
Bringuier & pianist Héléne Grimaud, 8 p.m., 
$15-$152. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

Skrillex: W/ Jack Beats, GTA, Sleazemore, 8 
p.m., sold out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 
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DANCE TEMPLE & SFNIGHT.COM : TEMPLE SATURDAYS SPECIAL RED WHITE & SEXY 
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PO.ST/TEMPLERSVP 

SATURDAY 2/8 Ob Oo 

Elevate Oakland's First Annual Benefit Con- 
cert: W/ Michael Franti & Friends, Judith 
Hill, Goapele, Ozomatli, Orianthi, Sheila E, 8 
p.m., $75-$125. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

The Great Grate Whoopee!: An Art & Music 
Benefit for North Beach Citizens & Sweet 
Relief: W/ Dead Musician Super Jam, Chum, 
Molasses, Ancestree, DJs, charity art show, 
more, 6 p.m., $40-$100. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Kirk Von Hammett's Fear FestEvil: W/ Death 
Angel, Orchid, Death Division, guest panelists, 
vendors, more, 3 p.m., $70-$200. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Kronos: Under 30 / #5 World Premiere: W/ Kro- 
nos Quartet (performing Mary Kouyoumdjian's 
Bombs of Beirut), The Living Earth Show, 8 
p.m., $20-$25. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, 
San Francisco. 

The John Santos Sextet with Ernesto Oviedo: 
7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin 
St., San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Chinese New Year Concert: 4 
p.m., $30-$74. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Marcus Shelby Orchestra: Harriet Tubman 
& The Blues: Family matinee, 11 a.m., $5- 
$15. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin St., San 
Francisco. 

Skrillex: W/ ASAP Rocky, Alvin Risk, Tokimonsta, 
7:30 p.m., sold out. Bill Graham Civic Audito- 
rium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 
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"SPECIAL GUESTS: ~ A 5aY) 


= DRIVE- BY TRUCKERS 
= SHOVELS & ‘ROPE 


SUNDAY 2/9 


Black History Month Concert: W/ Tony Saunders 
& Infinity Productions, 2 p.m., $10-$20. Bayview 
Opera House, 4705 Third St., San Francisco. 

Eroica Trio: 3 p.m., $37-$49. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Kronos: Under 30 / #5 World Premiere: W/ 
Kronos Quartet (performing Mary Kouyoum- 
djian's Bombs of Beirut), Amy X Neuburg, 8 
p.m., $20-$25. Z Space Studio, 450 Florida, 
San Francisco. 

Noe Valley Chamber Music 2014 Gala Celebra- 
tion: NVCM benefit concert with Robin Suther- 
land, Christopher Basso, Scott Foglesong, 
Keisuke Nakagoshi, and Nicholas Pavkovic, 4 
p.m., $50-$60. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


~ 
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SPECIAL GUEST 


PORTUGAL. 
THE MAN 


SATURDAY APRIL 26 


BL: ckets available at APEConcerts. com and Ticketmaster. com 


TUESDAY, FEB. 11 


California Symphony: Be My Valentine - The 
Greatest Love Story Ever Told: 7:30 p.m., 
$15-$35. Dean Lesher Regional Center for the 
Arts, 1601 Civic, Walnut Creek. 

Demi Lovato: W/ Little Mix, Fifth Harmony, 7 p.m., 
$28-$82.25 advance. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa 
Clara St., San Jose. 
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Burger + Fries + Beer* 


*$elect Draft Beers Only Mon. to Fri. 11 to3 


VN OEGREL CHIEFSKS 


LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 
Sunday, Feb. 9th - 1:30pm 


True to expectation, Book of Souls: Folio a 
is a full-length album densely packed with 
musical skyscrapers. Over a decade in the S 
making, it’s Secret Chiefs 3’s most 
elaborate work yet. 
Also catch them later that night in 
Oakland at Duende for an intimate 
concert of John Zorn’s “Masada” 
music, from the album Xaphan, and 
on Feb. 15th at The Chapel! 


r ie es Bookof Souls: Folio a 
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SALEENDS 
18/13 


1855 HAIGHT STREET + SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » BERKELEY ° (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 


PARKING I$ EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 





Ad FEBRUARY 5-11, 2014 


Str ” Scone 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks," 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Replicant,” 
w/ Emotional, Zanna Nera, Sophie Ginou, plus 
DJs Rachel Aiello, Sky Madden, and Kerri Lebon, 
9 p.m., $5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,” 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Skrillex, Etnik, 
Seven Lions, 9 p.m., sold out. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Special 
Blend,” w/ resident DJs LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, 
9 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Action Bronson, 
Trash Talk, 9 p.m., $25. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Hump Day Happy Hour,” w/ Ren the Vinyl Archae- 
ologist, 6:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 


Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Warbler, 
Strange Ideas, Puffalo Phil & The C&W Band, 8 
p.m., $6. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Jeanie & 
Chuck's Bluegrass Country Jam, First Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Mitch 
Woods & His Rocket 88s, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 





Vancouver Snarl 


THE PACK A.D. 


8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, at Brick and Mortar Music Hall. 
$10-$12; www.brickandmortarmusic.com 

While they haven't achieved the same level of mainstream recognition as fellow Vancouver rock duo Japandroids, 
snarling garage-punk tandem the Pack A.D. may soon graduate from its longtime status as underground favorites. 
Guitarist/singer Becky Black and drummer Maya Miller first started plying their bare-bones blend of fuzzed-out riff 
rock and bluesy howl eight years ago. Early efforts stuck to the raucous path blazed by the White Stripes and the Black 
Keys, but by 2011's Unpersons, the pair had refined a unique approach to swaggering, tuneful blues-punk. New album 
Do Not Engage reunites the duo with renowned producer and former Dirtbomb Jim Diamond for a thoroughly 
ear-pleasing effort that doesn’t sacrifice an iota of their trademark guitar grit. Dave Pehling 
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Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 
p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Mads Tolling Quartet featuring Kim Nalley, 8 p.m., 
$19-§23. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O'Brien, First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. ‘‘Bachatal- 
icious,” w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m., $5-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Frigo-Bar,” First Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
Cafe Latino Americano, 8 p.m., $12. 


REGGAE 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Passafire, Ballyhoo!, Pacific Dub, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 


COUNTRY 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Swinging 
Doors, 9 p.m., $12. 


THURSDAY 2/6 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Pat Thomas, 
The Cairo Gang, Tomorrows Tulips, Joseph Chil- 
dress, 8 p.m., $10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Hounds Below, Blisses B, Growwler, 9 p.m., $10. 
Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Nasty 
Christmas, Can of Beans, Courtney & The Crushers, 

8:30 p.m., $5. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Whitethorn 
Singers, Little Person, Lissy, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slim's: 333 ith St., San Francisco. Breakaway Patriot, 
Midnight Cinema, Pushing the Sun, They Went 
Ghost, 8 p.m., $13. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. White 
Murder, Musk, Quaaludes, Bad Daddies, 9 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. Oneohtrix 
Point Never, Holly Herndon, Shawn Reynaldo, 
Marco de la Vega, DJ Will, Chad Salty, 10 p.m., 
$17.50-$20 advance. 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Throwback 
Thursdays,” ‘80s night with DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., 
$6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “X0," w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Modular,” w/ 
Supernova, Pedro Arbulu, MFYRS, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Manor West: 750 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Twerk- 
team Thursdays,” w/ DJ Solarz & Marcus Lee, 10 
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p.m., $20. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Low,” w/ Scuba, DJ Hell, Richie Panic, Sleazemore, 
Kozee, 9 p.m., $17-$20. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,” 
w/ Moullinex, DJs Aaron Axelsen & Omar, 10 p.m., 
$13-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Awakening,” 
w/ John Dahlback, 9 p.m., $15-$50 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ No 
Regular Play, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

W San Francisco: 181 Third St., San Francisco. First 
Thursday with DJ Van Cliffe, 8:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP (required). 


HIP-HOP 


Eastside West: 3154 Fillmore, San Francisco. “Throw- 
back Thursdays,” w/ DJ Madison, 9 p.m., free. 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,” 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 

Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Misisipi Mike 
& The Midnight Gamblers, First Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. The Kentucky 
Twisters, 8 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Secret Town, 
M. Lockwood Porter, Jimbo Scott & The Hot Mess, 
8 p.m., $8. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Shannon Céili Band, First Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Blush! Wine Bar: 476 Castro, San Francisco. Doug 
Martin's Avatar Ensemble, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Jimmy Grant Quartet, First Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, First and 
Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Sara & Swingtime, 
7p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 
Henry Butler, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 
p.m., $30. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Stompy Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Marcus Shelby Orchestra featuring the Dynamic 
Miss Faye Carol, 8 p.m., $20-$23. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Pa'Lante!,"” w/ Juan G, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Fanfare Zambaleta, Mission Delirium, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
“Jueves Flamencos,” 8 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Grady 
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CLAUDE VONSTROKE - SAMO SOUND BOY 
FEBRUARY 6 © THURSDAY! DJ DIALS (SOUNDPIECES) 
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PAT MIET NY, 
UNITY GROUP? , 


FEBRUARY 28 


BATTLE OF THE SEASONS 


HOSTED BY MICHELLE VISAGE 
FEATURING: SHARON NEEDLES * ALASKA THUNDERFUCK * PANDORA BOXX 
IVY WINTERS * MANILA LUZON * CARMEN CARRERA * WILLAM * DETOX 


THIS WEEKEND! 
FEBRUARY 9 O60) Se 
MANOWAR 


FEBRUARY 20 


DR. DOG 
SAINT RICH * MOSES SUMNEY 


MARCH 1 


BRING ME THE HORIZON 
OF MICE & MEN « ISSUES « LETLIVE 


MARCH 21 


THE SING-OFF LIVE 
MARCH 27 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


FALLING IN REVERSE 
ESCAPE THE FATE 
CHELSEA GRIN ¢ SURVIVE THIS! 


FEBRUARY 13 


AMON AMARTH 
ENSLAVED * SKELETONWITCH 


FEBRUARY 14 


THE MUSICAL BOX 
PLAYS FOXTROT BY GENESIS 


FEBRUARY 23 


AUDION LIVE: 


KYARY PAMYU PAMYU SUBVERTICUL 
FEBRUARY 15 FEBRUARY 26 


1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER * THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 


WARFIELD ~, THEWARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 





@THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF 
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Champion, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $22. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Chris Ford, 
First Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
Christopher Luna’s Jatyantara-parinamah, Dylan 
Neely, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
West Grand Boulevard, Mama Foxxy, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Brava Theater Center: 2781 24th St., San Francisco. SF 
IndieFest Opening Night Bash, w/ Vokab Kompany, 
Gene Washington & The Ironsides, 9 p.m., $10. 
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Find true tales and 
creative Adventures. 


FRIDAY 2/7 


ROCK 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: The 
Galloping Sea, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m.., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Venus 
Beltran, El Terrible, | Am Animal, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. War Poets, 
Lance Burden, Star Anna, Neokane, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Lucius, You Won't, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Electric 
Magpie, Cigarette Bums, Criminal Hygiene, Sad 
Tires, 8:30 p.m., $5-$7. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Memorials, Blood Party, Wildlife Indoors, Ever So 


Brought 


to you by 
the JCCSF. 
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Android, 8 p.m., $10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Fortunate Youth, 
Hirie, Dewey & The Peoples, Midnite Raid, 8 
p.m., $16. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Global Affront, Point of 
View, Mad Judy, Communist Kayte, Ally’s Anatomy, 
7 p.m., $7. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
House of Floyd, 8 & 10 p.m., $18-$35. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. “All 
S.F. Everything,” w/ The M Machine, WhiteNoize, 
Tenderlions, Manics, Niteppl, more, 10 p.m., $17.50 
advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Oxia, 
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Dax, Martin Aquino, John Kaberna, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. ‘Soul Krush,” 
w/ KINGMCK, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar," w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Strangelove: 
9-Year Anniversary," w/ DJs Tomas Diablo, Joe 
Radio, Andy T, Daniel Skellington, Sage, Netik, 
Fact.50, Unit 77, and Mz. Samantha, 9:30 p.m., $7 
($3 before 10 p.m.). 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Bluetech, 
Christopher Willits, Manitous, Swoonz, Michelan- 
gelo, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “The Animal Party: 
Mythical Love,” w/ Traviswild, Lisbona, The Maurice, 
9 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 


ANNUAL TASTING EVENT 








Skhk 
ak A 
“Join us at 
MARCH 8, 2014 


Tickets on sale now! 
drink2014.strangertickets.com 


1PM-2 PM & 


2 PM-o PM 


SFDRINK4 


BENEFITING THE SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM AT THE MINT 


Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Dirty Rotten Dance Party,” w/ Kap10 Harris, Shane 
King, guests, First Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Future 
Fridays,” w/ Twrk, ElCoolJ, Tech Minds, Tchphnx, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. Lee Coombs, Syd 
Gris, Ethan Miller, Kimba, 9 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “‘As You Like 
It,” w/ Rebolledo, Blondes, Axel Boman, Conor, 
Mossmoss (in the main room), 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Digitalism (DJ 
set), 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Haceteria,” 
w/ Heatsick, Jason P, Smac, Tristes Tropiques, and 
Nihar, 10 p.m., $10. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. DJ Enfo, DJ E20, 
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BFMJ, DJ Tone, DJ Von, 10 p.m., free. 
Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Blitz,” w/ Charity 
Strike, Key Method, Genesis, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


EZ5: 682 Commercial, San Francisco. ‘“Decompres- 
sion,” Fridays, 5-9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. Soulection Paradise 
Tour 2014, w/ Esta, The Whooligan, GoldenChyld, 
Vinroc, Dubstantial, PRZNR., 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “... This One Is for 
Dilla," w/ DJs House Shoes, Shortkut, Mr. E, and 
Haylow, 9 p.m., free before midnight with RSVP. 

Red Devil Lounge: 1695 Polk, San Francisco. KRS-One, 
Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist, 8 p.m., $25. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. The 
Shelby Foot Three, 7 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. The Dead 
Westerns, The Human Condition, The Parmesans, 
9:30 p.m., $7. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don 
Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, First Friday of every 
month, 5:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Jon 
Raskin 60th Birthday Concert, w/ Rova Saxophone 
Quartet, The Fab Lab, The Long Table Project, 8 
p.m., $10-$15. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Palace Hotel: 2 New Montgomery, San Francisco. 
The Klipptones, 8 p.m., free. 


Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Amendola vs. Blades, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. Henry 
Butler, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $35. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Lagos Roots, Cha-Ching, 9 p.m., $9-$12. 
Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(free entry to patio). 

New Dehli Restaurant: 160 Ellis, San Francisco. Vin- 
tage Glam Bollywood Style Party, 6 p.m., $65-$95. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Grady 
Champion, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Bitter 
Diamonds, Bob Spector, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Joe Goode Annex: 401 Alabama, San Francisco. 
Pamela Z & Christina McPhee’s Carbon Song Cycle, 
Feb. 7-8, 8 p.m., $12-$25. 
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AVAILABLE RIGHT NOW! WE'RE SERIOUS! GO! NOW! ENTER TO WIN! 
WIN TIX TO: SF BEER WEEK'S SOLD OUT OPENING GALA! / FANTASIA LIVE W/ SF SYMPHONY / SFW'S 4TH ANNUAL DRINK EVENT 








SFIWEEKLY.COM/PROMOTIONS 


GENERAL & SUPER FAN BADGES ON SALE NOW! 
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FEBRUARY 2>-MARCH 2, 2014 


DR. BOG - REAL ESTATE - MARK KOZELEK 


(OF SUN KIL MOON & RED BOUSE PAINTERS) 





BOS WOWL) - AUDION LIVE : SUBVERTICUL 
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1999 Bryant Street 
San Francisce, CA 94110 
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For the Children 


ELEVATE OAKLAND 


With Michael Franti and Friends, Judith Hill, Ozomatli, Goapele, and more. 8 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at the Fox Oakland. $40-$500; elevateoaklland.org 


Elevate Oakland’s first benefit concert this week will pack soul (Michael Franti and Friends, Judith Hill, Goapele), spice 
(Ozomatli), and pure rock (Orianthi). Franti — still in the midst of filming an autobiographical documentary about his song 
“11:59” — will be bringing his upbeat light-reggae balladry to the headlining slot. Australian singer and guitar-shredder Ori- 
anthi released her latest country and blues concoction Heaven In This Hell to high ratings last March, and L.A. singer-song- 
writer Judith Hill received an Academy Award nomination for her part in the background-singer documentary 20 Feet From 
Stardom. One can only hope that Franti, Hill, and Goapele’s soul front will peacefully collide with the frenetic Alice-Coo- 
per-energy of Ozomatli’s newest release, Place in the Sun. The whole night is a benefit to support arts and music in Oakland 
schools, presented by legendary East Bay percussionist and singer Sheila E. Raymond Robles 


FRIDAY 2/7 - LOFT 
AFROLICIOUS SOUNDSYSTEM 
WITH LIVE PERCUSSION 


a 


SATURDAY 2/1 - MAIN ROOM 
~*"ah CEE HOT PRESENTS 


JOHN TALABOT 


MONDAY 2/10 
BOLD ITALIC: TECH PANEL 


FRIDAY 2/14 


SUNDAY 2/16 
JERK CHURCH: THE DOGHOUSE FIRE BENEFIT 


FRIDAY 2/21 - MAIN ROOM 
GARAGE MAHAL TALIB KWELI: RECORD RELEASE PARTY 


SATURDAY 2/15 - LOFT FRIDAY 2/21 - LOFT 
LCD SOUNDSYSTEM VS. TALKING HEADS REMIXED DANIEL BORTZ 
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DRINKS FOOD+ MUSIC — 
FRI 2 9PM $18 ADV / $24 DOOR 
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LUKA 
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THE FALL RISK 


JEFF'S BIRTHDAY BASH! 
W/JENNYKERR 


SUN PAPAR CEN Tab ee) 


ELEN] MANDELL 
& VIKESH KAPOOR 
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26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT 
EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 
SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS 


SELECTION 


SICQCL 5 


CLOTHING 
SUPERSTORE 


2366 MISSION ST. 
(BIWN. 19TH & 20TH) 


419.824.7729 


www.zootsuitstore.com 








SATURDAY 2/8 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Kicker, 
Assbackwards, Reckless, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Shearwater, Jesca Hoop, Cazadero, 9:30 p.m., $12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Here Come the 
Saviours, The Cold & Lovely, Face Tat, 9 p.m., $8. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Tony Molina, 
Life Stinks, Violent Change, Swiftumz, 9 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. SpiralArms, 
Zed, The Devil in California, Gypsy Flight, 8:30 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Mad Caddies, 
illScarlett, United Defiance, 9 p.m., $18. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Before 
the Brave, Rio Rio, Girls in Suede, 1955, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. ““Kon- 
nekted,” w/ Stefan Biniak, J. Remy, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Gossip: 
Cure Night,” w/ DJs Damon, Shon, Low-Life, Daniel 
Skellington, and Panic, 9 p.m., $5-$8 (free before 


Shee Sarckside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH - 9PM - $8 
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY STH - 4PM - FREE 
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UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street - 415-252-1330 
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9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ A+D, DJ Dada, Brother Darkness, A Boy Named 
Art, Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress ShiZaam, Airsun, 
Chucky Brown, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Tormenta 
Tropical," w/ Ape Drums, 2 Deep, Oroll, DeeJay 
Theory, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Dose,” w/ 
Cosmic Selector, Jeff Taisch, Dutch, Zach Moore, 
Billy Casazza, Vitamindevo, Mystr Hatchet, Sonny 
Daze (afterhours starts 2 a.m. Sunday morning). 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
“Love Generation,” w/ Steve Smooth, 10 p.m., 
$20-$30. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Blow Up For- 
ever,” w/ Poolside (DJ set), Vito & Duzzi, Tropicool, 
DJ Dials, 9 p.m., $15. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Salted,” w/ DJ 
Spinna, Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, 10 p.m., $10-$15 
advance. 

Monarch: 101 6th St., San Francisco. Angels of Bass, 
Ana Sia, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. USF 
Don-A-Roo After Party, w/ Caked Up, Bixel Boys (on 
the upstairs stage), 10 p.m., $15-$20. 

OMG: 43 6th St., San Francisco. “Fixup,” Second Satur- 
day of every month, 10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m). 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Isis,” w/ Kele 
Okereke; Hi, Today; Brittany B (in the OddJob Loft), 
9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Cockblock,” 
w/ DJ Koslov & Ms. Jackson, 10 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Benny Benassi, 
Dvbbs, Tall Sasha, 9 p.m., $20-$55 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Frolic,” w/ 
DJs Nightkat, Ikkuma, Blue, and NeonBunny, 8 
p.m., $8 ($4 in costume). 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. “Batcave S.F.,” w/ Inferno 
of Joy, plus DJs Necromos, Lori Lust, and Burning 
Skies, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. James Egbert, 
Kid Alien, Philt3r, Rich Era, Airavata, Random, 
Sausee, 10 p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. The Disco Fries, 
Wallace, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna St., San Francisco. “Back 
to the ‘90s, Second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. DJ Touré (with Casual, London, Dolla Will, 
Emakulant, and Word Up), Mars Today (with Say- 
knowledge, Cait La Dee, Alex Lee, Shamila Ivory, 
and Lilan Kane), DJ Sake One, 9 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Second 
Saturdays," w/ resident DJ Matt Cali, Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writers in the Round with Alex Jimenez, Starr 
Saunders, and Scarth Locke, 7 p.m.., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia St., San Francisco. Marc 
Broussard, Jenn Grinels, Andy Suzuki, 9 p.m., 
$25-$30. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Annie 
Lin, Cynthia Lin & The Blue Moon All Stars, Terry 
Matsuoka, Catherine Nguyen, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Daniel 
Seidel, 9 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Rock 
Soup Ramblers, 9:30 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Duncan Sheik, 8 & 10 p.m., $21-$34. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Bill 
“Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. Gina 
Harris & Torbie Phillips, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 
Henry Butler, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 7 & 8:30 
p.m., $40. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Brenda Reed, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. La 
Gente, Sol Tevél, DJ Kush Arora, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Jerry 
Rivera, 8 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
LoCura, Ziek McCarter, 9 p.m., $14-$16. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Non Stop 
Bhangra,” w/ Panjabi MC, J-Boogie, Mandeep Sethi, 
DJ Jimmy Love, DJ Rav-E, Dholrhythms dance 
troupe, more (in the main room), 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Karen 
Lovely, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Eldon Brown, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Joe Goode Annex: 401 Alabama, San Francisco. 
Pamela Z & Christina McPhee’s Carbon Song Cycle, 
Feb. 7-8, 8 p.m., $12-$25. 


SUNDAY 2/9 


San Francisco's 
Original Gentlemen’s Club 


MAUR ASN 0)) oe 


Friday February 14th 
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HO)? FO)A ONT DG 
Valentines*Day Special 
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Bottle of Champagne - Roses - Chocolates 


4 } 


¥ 


Couples Free Admission before 9pm w/ RSVP 
Couples Drink & Dance Specials All Night 


Make reservations online at WWW.Condors!.com 


560 Broadway at Columbus @ 415.781.8222 m #condorsf @condorsf 
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SOMA 
Window Service ® Delivery ® Pick Up 
171 Stillman St. 
415-974-1303 


Potrero Hill 
Dine-In ¢ Pick Up 
300 Conneticut St. 
415-641-1440 


West Portal 
Counter Service @ Delivery @ Pick Up 


170 West Portal Ave. 
415-242-4628 


ORDER ONLINE 
www.GoatHill.com 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


WHAT SHOULD 
HILDA THE GOAT 
SAY NEXT? 
@GoatHillPizza 


Goat Hill Pizza 


San Francisco Sourdough Pizza since 1975 


ceeeeees GET TICKETS AT yOShiS.COm «-+-e-e-- 
SAN FRANCISCO royzH-@ ec havel 


Wed, Feb 5 = 2x GRAMMY®-winning violinist Wed, Feb 5 


Mv ADS TOLL| NG ll ARTE] Music showcase hosted by QUI510 & The Revival Band 
font KIMNALLEY  eagcaabouamaleeezaLn 2 


Thu, Feb 6 - SOLD OUT 
Thu, Feb 6 - Black History Celebration 


MARCUS SHELBY ORCHESTAA MuuGtals esa ta 


in Mi nin : Gundriver 
feat. The Dynamic Miss Faye Carol Opening act: Gundrive 
Fri-Sat, Feb '7-8 
Fri, Feb 7 


HOUSE OF FLOYD saa tw 


of Subject 
The Music of Pink Floyd 


DWELE 


Sun, Feb 9 
GRAMMY® & 2x Tony winner 


JOHN ABERCROMBIE QUARTET 
DUNCAN SHEIK 


feat. Marc Copeland, Drew Gress & Joey Baron 
Sun, Feb 9 


»| Serbian blues guitarist/singer 


ANA POPOVIC 


Tue, Feb 11 
Featuring 15 of the Bay Area’s finest musicians! 


THE TOMMY IGOE GIG BAND 
wi vocalist TONY LINDSAY (cf Santana) 


Wed, Feb 12 
Country singer-songwriter & 
Guit-Steel master 


JUNIOR BROWN 


Thu, Feb 13 
Vanguard Recording artist as heard on 
hit shows “Reign” and “Hart of Dixie” 


LEE DeWYZE 


Fri-Sat, Feb 14-15 
“Soul Queen of New Orleans” 


Valentine’s Weekend w/ 


ES 


Fri, Feb 14 - 10:30pm (doors) in The Lounge, 21+ 


T.E.N. performs Jimi Hendrix 
feat. Thomas Pridgen, Eric McFadden & 
Norwood Fisher 
1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


Mon, Feb 10 


ALBANY HIGH JAZZ AND R&B ENSEMBLES 


Tue, Feb 11 - GRAMMY©-award winning saxophonist 


CHARLES NEVILLE 


w/ Gent Treadly 


Wed, Feb 12 = Eclectic multi-instrumentalist 


DAVID LINDLEY 


Thu, Feb 13 
The ever-evolving saxophonist 


ERIC DARIUS 


Fri, Feb 14 - [st Collectionrelease party 
A Valentine’s Day Concert with 
JAZZ IN PNK 
Special 3-course prix fixe menu 
Sat, Feb 15 


LOOSE ENDS 


featuring Jane Eugene 


Sun, Feb 16 


ROY ROGERS & THE DRK 


with Special Guest Carlos Reyes 
510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland ¢ Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 
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For tickets & current show info: 


YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 


™~O PPe 73 
ie | 


Ooani a 


~ 3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 
Mon- Fri 11AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun SAM-2AM 





THU 2/6 

MOOLICIOUS CREPES & 
DANCE KARAOKE THURSDAYS 
WITH DJ PURPLE 


FRI 2/7 

HAGETERIA 

WITH HEATSICK 

SAT 2/8 

VINYL IS NOT DEAD 
WITH DJ M.STEVENS AND XTA.1 
SUN 2/9 

VIBES 


FEAT. JO DEF //RUFF DRAFT 
+ RESIDENTS (FREE ALL NIGHT) 


TUES 2/11 

OKCUPID SINGLES EVENT 
30+ YRS OLD (WWW.OKCUPID.COM) 
& TACO TUESDAYS 





415-558-8521 


sLATE-SF.C 
RSVP@SLATE- SF. COM - 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
- One block from Bart - 
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ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Secret 
Chiefs 3, 1:30 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. The Sour Notes, The Tropics, Up- 


stairs Downstairs, Dreadnought, 7:30 p.m., $5- 


$8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Incan 
Abraham, The Alternates, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Septacy, Known 
to Collapse, Even Gods Can Die, 8 p.m., $5-$7. 


SALOON 





(415) 989-7666 © 12PM - NN 


STAN ERHART 


WED 2/05 
THU 2/06 CHRIS FORD (4PM - 8PM) 
EUGENE HUGGINS (9:30PM - 1:30AM 
FRI 2/07 LISA KINDRED (4PM - 8PM) 
LONNIE'S EGGS (9-30PM - 1:30AM) 
SAT 2/08 DAVE WORKMAN (4PM - 8PM) 


BARRY “THE FISH” MELTON BAND (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SUN 2/09 KING PERKOFF (4PM - 8PM) 
THE DOOR SLAMMERS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 2/10 PETER LNDMAN (4PM - 8PM) 
THE BACHELORS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 
LUCKY STRIKE 


TUE 2/11 


1232 Grant Avenue 


between Columbus and Vallejo 
in the scenic heart of North Beach 








DANCE 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub 
Mission," w/ MC Champian & Roots Hi Fi, DJ Sep, 
J-Boogie, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The 
Rhythm Room,” w/ Deron Delgado, Brian Salazar, 
Mario Dubbz, Christian Intrigue, J.J. Shay, Joe 
Lanzon, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ 
Calyx, Teebee, Jamal, Lukeino, 10 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


4 POOL TABLES ¢ BEER PONG 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


poled Aes or—le 


ST a gtr AVE | 1G CANON = 
415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


Aawomy uAgoy 







JOB" 


FiekrP US 
CELBRATE 


, \ 
FEBRUARY 7 16 2094 


FEBRUARY 12™ 


5-8°" AT NOVELA, 
NOVELA 62 mission sx 


ey LEUKEMIAG 
BENEFITTING: LYMPHOMA 


SOCIETY 
fighting blood cancers 


SPONSORED BY: PINE. STHERT 
. — 


S.4N FRANC IEC O 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





HUNGRY FOR LEVE 


Free Admission 6-9pm 


$20 Couples Admission All Night 
2 for | Couples Dances 





v 


$8 Frozen Drink Specials S 


Blue Panties & Red Heels 






Champagne Specials’ 
Beau Joie Rose...$200 
Beau Joie Brut...S150 






246 Broadway / North Beach 415.362.7763 
WWW.NUNGTYISE.COM s#hungryist @huagryist 
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Delorean, Until the Ribbon Breaks, 8 p.m., $18-$20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Otis: 25 Maiden, San Francisco. “What's the Werd?,” 
w/ resident DJs Nick Williams, Kevin Knapp, Maxwell 
Dub, and guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Sunset Arcade,” 
18+ dance party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Ukuladies 





& Gentleman, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Marla Fibish, Erin Shrader, and Richard 
Mandel, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Bill 
“Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 5 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin St., San Francisco. 
Henry Butler, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 5:30 & 
7 p.m., $30. 


Let that special person 
know you care ina 


on February 14! 
For only $2.50 per line, 
you can let your 
sweetheart know 
how you feel! 


uM 


It’s easy...email the information requested in the coupon to 
valentinegreeting@sfexaminer.com, or clip and mail to the address 
below, and be sure to add ATTENTION: Valentine Greeting Examiner 





Don’t Delay - Submit your Love Greeting now! 
Use one box per letter, and allow one box between words. Please use only the 
first name and last initial of your sweetheart(s). A minimum of 3 lines is required. 
Prepayment is required - we accept all major credit cards or paypal. 


Deadline is February 11th 


Name 
Street Address 
Major Credit Card 


Home Phone (Required) 


City  — 
Exp. 


Work Phone 


Ads cannot be processed without a telephone number! For more information, please call (415) 359-2686 


SAN FRANCISCO MEDIA CO. 






‘Examiner BAY-GUARDIAN 


A 


San Francisco Media Co. | 225 Bush Street, 17th floor San Francisco, Ca 94104 
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Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Amanda King, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Salsa Sundays,” 
Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

Old First Presbyterian Church: 1751 Sacramento, San 
Francisco. Wooden Fish Ensemble, 4 p.m., $5-$17. 


REGGAE 


Slim's: 333 ith St., San Francisco. Morgan Heritage, 
The Simpkin Project, 9 p.m., $26. 


BLUES 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 


4 
NO 


MONARCH 


WED FEB 5 
COUCHSURFING.COM MEETUP 


ANTHONY MANSFIELD 
SNEAK-E PETE 
FRI FEB 7 
OPEL PRESENTS 


LEE COMBS 
SYD GRIS 
ETHAN MILLER / KIMBA 


SAT FEB 8 


ANGELS OF BASS 
ANA SIA 
JESS / TAMO 
VIAJAY / LMCG 


SUN FEB 9 
da) OJ LU DAN 


DAO & PWNY 
ELI WILKIE 
JIMMY B 
NICK LAMB 
(FREE BEFORE 10:00PM) 
MON FEB 10 
MANIC MONDAYS 


DJ MEI-LWUN + 
FRIENDS 


(NO COVER) 


TUES FEB 11 
SOUNDPIECES 


HYPHA 


ON HELL 
RYURY 
(BASS / ELECTRONIC BEAT SHOWCASE) 


MONARCHSF.COM 
AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30PM - 7:30PM 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8:00PM - 2:00AM 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


101 6TH ST. SF 


ARTS & CULTURE FILM EAT 


Nat Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Ana Popovic, 7 p.m., $24-$28. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Joe Gold- 
mark & The Seducers, Second Sunday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. “Twang 
Sunday All-Girl Country Showdown," w/ Laura 
Benitez & The Heartache, The Bootcuts, 4 p.m., 
free. 


MEZZANINE 


IESSIE STREET 


THU FEBRUARY 6 - SPM 


FR FEBRUARY 7 - 9PM 
FUTURE FRIDAYS 


SARs 


SAT FEBRUARY 8 - SPIV| 
POOLSIDE (DJ SET) 


7 


SUN FEBRUARY 9 - /PM 
SKETCHFEST PRINCESS 


FRI FEBRUARY 14 - 9PM 
DIRTYBIRD PLAYERS 


' . 
< ~ its View 
peur 
The 


> DASIS PARTY 

2) HOUSE OF MEZZANINE men 
> THE TWELYES 

2) WORSE POP COM TRUISE 
J.) NOISE POP BEARDYMAN 
1.) J B006 

> POUR TET 

1.16 GUI BORRATO 

|.) HOUSE OF MEZZANINE MK 
/.” REBIRTH BRASS BAND 
/) GUNG & RIRED BANGZ 

J) 0) SNEAKY SOUND SYSTEM 
> FLIGHT FACILITIES 


VE CLENINESE COW 1 415.625.6880 i 24 





MONDAY 2/10 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Bit 
Brigade, Mega Ran, Crashfaster, Danimal Cannon, 
Gnarboots, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Waters, 9 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Augustines, My Goodness, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, 
Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Toshio Hi- 
rano, Second Monday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco. Terry 
Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/donation. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Nora Maki, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
“Breaking the Sound,” w/ Aram Shelton & Philip 
White, Jessie Marino, Blood Wedding, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$15. 


TUESDAY 2/11 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Dave Davison, The Great Work, The Soonest, 9 
p.m., $10-$12. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. A Million 
Billion Dying Suns, What Fun Life Was, Lemme 
Adams, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Hospitality, 
Air Waves, Matt Kivel, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Kid Congo Powers 
& The Pink Monkey Birds, Wax Idols, Dancer, DJ 
Omar, 8 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Buffalo 
Tooth, The Blast, 8 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ 
resident DJ Atish, Second Tuesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7 ($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 
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TST A NEW COLUMN ABOUT WEIRD AND SCRAPPY ROCK 


Confusion Intended 


Snarling, sneering, and scratching our heads with 


local rock underdogs. 


People tend to resent 
bands they don’t understand. 
Without identifiable reference 
points to privilege our self-image 
as informed aesthetes, or some in- 
stantly recognizable stylistic nods, 
blazing originality or willful diffi- 
culty usually turns us off. Savvy 
bands often exploit this fact with 
familiar starting points that take 
unexpected turns. Listeners re- 
spond in kind with descriptions 
that peg one glaring influence, 
then offer an image to specify the 
band’s relation to the main influ- 
ence. Like 

“chintzy synths tonight. 


clamor both incites hostility 
and thrives on it. Blood flows, 
knives clink, the whole bit, but 
Abramovic’s third qualification 
is problematic. Vocalist Rob 
Vertigo claims that his intensely 
physical performance is helped 
by hating onlookers. With carnal 
glare, compulsive twitches of the 
upper lip, and sudden lunges to- 
wards the crowd, he’s believable, 
but Vertigo summons that rage 
on command. With neither the- 
ater’s pure symbolism nor per- 
formance art’s dubious claims 

of emotional 

legitimacy, 


evoke Harry the rock gig’s 
Nilsson in his H l } ) t- N severe phys- 


bathrobe,” from 

the last track 

premiere I read 

on the Internet. with... 


ical gestures 
and moody 
contrivances 
are unique. 


San Francis- , Musk plays 


co’s Breakarts, 
however, are 
just inscrutable. 
They're so threatening that I’m 
tempted to deride Breakarts 
for confounding me. Overheard 
post-set conversations are typi- 
cally perplexed or hostile. Their 
bass guitar, drum set, and vocal 
mic evoke performances you've 
seen, but the sounds emitted 
from them don’t. Nor does Brea- 
karts’ live presence. They refuse 
to engage the audience in con- 
ventional ways. They look shifty, 
like beasts confined, but such 
judgments are projections of my 
own discomfort with a band that 
refuses to wink and let me in on 
the concept. Such a shockingly 
unfamiliar live band warrants 
investigation, so get confused 
yourself with Breakarts, Sat- 
urn Cats, and Fleece at the 
Knockout on Thursday, Feb. 6. 
Performance artist Marina 
Abramovic said in an interview 
that, for her craft, “the knife 
is real, the blood is real, and 
the emotions are real,” while 
in theater they are fake. This 
reminds us of Musk, a local 
rock foursome whose scabrous 


Hotel Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. “Saké & 
Sound,” w/ Brian Salazar & DJ SteelE, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘‘Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 
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with White 

Murder, Quaa- 

ludes, and Bad 
Daddies on Thursday, Feb. 6, 
at Thee Parkside. 

If likening rock gigs to per- 
formance art breaks down under 
close inspection, can record 
stores be galleries? Oakland 
record shops 1-2-3-4 Go! and 
Econo Jam both open art 
shows on Friday Feb. 7. 1-2-3-4 
Go! launches the release of Perv, 
a comic zine created by East Bay 
musician and visual artist Serena 
Noline. In it, Noline sets perver- 
sion as the guiding principle of 
her intimate experiences, and 
brings every frank memory to 
the page with a confident and ar- 
resting illustration style. Mean- 
while, Michael Gaughan’s visual 
and conceptual works often load 
humor, vulgarity, or transgres- 
sion into iconic cultural images. 
His work sells at prestigious 
fairs, but Gaughan’s willingness 
to exhibit in Econo Jam reflects 
an ambivalence towards the art 
establishment. That satirical glee 
illustrates why record clerks ar- 
en't gallery curators, and why we 
think it’s better that way. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Songwriter 
in Residence: Paige Clem, continues through Feb. 25. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Porkchop 
Express, He Who Cannot Be Named, Piss Pissedoff- 
herson, 8 p.m., $8. 
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GARDEN OF EDEN presents 


THURSDA 


EVERY 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 


sac CASH PRIZE 


WINNER TAKE ALL 
JARDEN?Y CDEN “zz 


529 Broadway « North Beach : 415 397 2596 - www.goe-sf.com 
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Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Barry O'Connell & Vinnie Cronin, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom St., San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Mal Sharpe's Big 
Money in Jazz Band, 6 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anya Malkiel, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kyle 
Rowland, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dr. 
Mojo, 9:30 p.m., free. 





__ Lavay Smith at Le Colonial 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
sfSoundSalonSeries, w/ Bonnie Jones & Andrea 
Neumann Duo, Danishta Rivero, 7:49 p.m., $10- 
$15. 
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DILDONICS 


By Dan Savage 


What is the best way to sanitize a latex dildo? At least I 
think it’s a latex dildo. I actually don’t know. Ihada 
yeast infection a few months ago, and before I knew 
what was up, Iused my toy. Now I’m afraid to touch it 
until I know it won't reinfect me! 

Inserting This Chances Harm 


“Tt sounds like ITCH isn’t 100 percent sure what 
their dildo is made of,” said Hannah Jorden, senior 
staff sex educator at Smitten Kitten (smittenkit- 
tenonline.com), a progressive sex toy and gear shop 
based in Minneapolis. Don’t feel bad, ITCH: Most 
people don’t know what their sex toys are made of. 

“Sex toys aren't regulated like food when it 
comes to packaging,” Jorden said. “There’s no 
list of ingredients on the back. It could be latex, 
some other porous rubbery substance, or even a 
nasty, rash-inducing, endocrine-disrupting, can- 
cer-causing mixture of PVC and phthalates.” 

For someone who works in a sex toy shop, 
Jorden sure makes sex toys sound scary — and 
phthalates, a chemical compound found in ev- 
erything from cosmetics to shower curtains to 
sex toys to food packaging, are pretty fucking 
scary. Phthalates block male hormones, harm 
fetal genital development, interfere with adult 
brain function, and may put people at greater 
risk of breast cancer and testicular cancer. But 
the good news is that you don’t have to settle for 
shitty, dangerous, potentially toxic sex toys. 

“The trick,” said Jorden, “is to buy only non- 
porous, nontoxic toys from trustworthy manu- 
facturers and retailers.” 

So maybe your best course of action, ITCH, 
would be to toss that old dildo and buy yourself a 
new one. So what should you look for when you 
go dildo shopping? 

“The best option is medical grade, platinum 
cured silicone,” said Jorden. “Silicone dildos are 
popular because they come in lots of different 
textures and firmnesses, and you can quickly 
sterilize them by putting them in boiling water 
for a few minutes or running them through a 
hot dishwasher cycle. As long as they’re steril- 
ized between uses, silicone dildos can be safely 
shared with different partners, and they can be 
used in different orifices without risk of bacterial 
contamination.” 

Those platinum cured silicone toys are going 
to be pricier, of course, but aren't our orifices 
worth it? And our breasts and balls? And our 
children and their genitals? But if you can’t 
afford silicone, you can put condoms over them 
and continue to use them. 

“It’s not a foolproof approach,” Jorden 
warned, “and it supports companies that make 
low-quality toys. A silicone toy will last a life- 
time. Progressive sex shops, like those that 
are members of the Progressive Pleasure Club 
(progressivepleasureclub.com), can help ITCH 
figure out which toys are safe and which should 
be avoided.” 

Jorden recommended a few trustworthy 
brands: Toys from Fun Factory, Tantus, and 
Vixen Creations are safe, nontoxic, and phthal- 
ate-free. Another option for you, ITCH: the 
stainless steel toys made by NJoy (njoytoys. 
com). They’re pricey, it’s true, but they are as 
indestructible as they are beautiful. 


I'ma 30-year-old straight guy 18 months into a rela- 
tionship with a 30-year-old bisexual woman. We get 
along wonderfully and fuck wonderfully. Have you ever 
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tried to see who can out-rim whom? Fun stuff. We 
want a life together. The snagis that while she’s non- 
traditional in many respects, she also has a certain ded- 
ication to Catholicism and wants us to marry. I'm 
agnostic on God, but the idea of a priest giving me per- 
mission to kiss her is repellent. A secular courthouse 
wedding isn’t much more appealing to me. I suggested 
flipping a coin as a sort of probabilistic compromise. 
She wasn‘ interested. Breaking up over the details of 
your future life together seems like a dumb thing for 
two smart people in love to do, but that’s the outcome 
we're inexorably moving toward. 

Running Into No Go 


If you were my boyfriend, RING, and you told me 
— right after I had defeated you in a rimming con- 
test — that you would marry me if you lost a coin 
toss, but not because marriage mattered to me, | 
would never rim your ass again. Because if my feel- 
ings, however contaminated they were by Catholi- 
cism, mattered less to you than a coin toss, well, 
then your ass would have to learn to eat itself. 
Maybe it will help if you look at it this way: 
You've already lost the coin toss. You fell in love 
with a woman who wants to spend her life with 
you, and you want to spend the rest of yours 
with her. And the woman you want to spend 
the rest of your life rimming wants to marry 
the man she spends her life rimming. Since you 
would be willing to marry her if you lost a coin 
toss, RING, then clearly marriage isn’t some- 
thing you couldn't bring yourself to do. That 
means you're the one who should compromise. 


Imanage a restaurant and I’m perceived as pretty lev- 
elheaded, so employees feel comfortable confiding in 
me. The scenario: A 21-year-old Mexican employee 
came to me and blurted out, “I had sex with a woman. 
Then two months later, Imet her husband at a bar. I 
did NOT know that she was married! She didn’t tell 
me! As it turns out, her husband is a good guy. Now I 
really feel bad and I don’t know what I should do.” This 
young man is avery spiritual guy and really does ap- 
pear shaken. What should I tell him? 

Employee Relations Resource 


You should tell him that some married people 
cheat on their spouses, ERR, and that some mar- 
ried cheaters fuck people who wouldn't fuck ‘em if 
they knew they were married. It’s unfortunate — 
and it’s unnecessary, as there’s no shortage of peo- 
ple, married and single, who will happily fuck 
married people. 

Then you should tell him that some married 
couples have open relationships, some have 
“don’t ask/don’t tell” understandings about out- 
side sex, some married men are into cuckolding, 
and some people “cheat” because they’re married 
to “good guys” or “good gals” who have sexually 
neglected and/or rejected them. Unless he can 
depose this woman and her husband, your em- 
ployee has no way of knowing if this woman’s 
husband was wronged. But if a wrong has been 
committed here — if your employee was party 
to an infidelity — he didn’t knowingly do any- 
thing wrong, ERR, so the wrong isn't his. Nor is 
it his to right. 

He should avoid further contact with this 
woman — unless he gets an explanation from 
her that eases his conscience — and he should 
avoid becoming buds with the husband, however 
good a guy he might be. 


HUMP!, my amateur porn festival, might be 
coming to your city! Check out humptour.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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EMPIRE 
HEALTH 
CLUB 
Open 7 Days a Week 
10am - midnight 

=_oca 


Visa/MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


” Now Hiring Masseuses 
With Permits 


428 O'Farrell St. @ Taylor 
Clem ellic elcome yleertivatae) 


415-441-4133 


Day Spa 
Body Scrub: 


38 


Massage: 


415-668-6299 
2501 CLEMENT ST (AT 26TH AVE) SF 94121 
MON-SUN 10-9 


SERVICES EMPLOYMENT 
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* Pain Relief & Relaxation 
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Professional Masseuses 
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Private Room 

¢Free Steam & Shower 

* Foot Massage 

* Body Massage $39 
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ORIENTAL NATURAL 
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Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage 
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A 


a 


VIP Massage 
well Mm exete WAY (oltre le l=) 
Fresh & Clean Location 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


(415)345-9793 
OPEN 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE CA 94115 





415-658-7886 
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GO GREEN, EARN GREEN 
Green Company has Openings 
Entry Level w/ Advancement 
Opportunity 

Looking for Leaders 

We will Train you 

Earn $875/wk on average + 
Bonus Opportunity 

Call to Schedule an Interview 
San Fran 415-645-6479 

San Bruno 650-238-5404 





THE OCEAN Corp. 10840 Rock- 
ley Road, Houston, Texas 
77099. Train for a new career. 
*Underwater Welder. Commer- 
cial Diver. *NDT/Weld Inspec- 
tor. Job Placement Assistance. 
Financial Aid avail for those 
who qualify 1.800.321.0298 





AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - 
Get trained as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Housing 
and Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 877-492-3059 
(AAN CAN) 






HAST CLASS ESCORTS 


Senior Software Engineer 

(2 openings) - 

Design, develop, modify, debug 
and evaluate highly complex 
server and client side software 
components. Ensure successful 
implementation of the CalCentral 


project at UCB. Bachelor's degree, 
Computer Science or related field; 


employer will accept three years 
of study towards a bachelor’s 
degree in lieu of a bachelor’s 
degree. 


In depth knowledge of: HTML; 
CSS; JavaScript; Creating your 
own JavaScript API; RequireJS 
(AMD - Asynchronous module 
definition); jQuery; jQuery plug- 
ins; PHP; Git; GitHub; SVN; Making 
accessible websites (WCAG 2.0): 
developing web applications; 
Javascript best practices and 
patterns. Job location: Berkeley, 
CA. Send resume and credentials 
to: Denishi Blake - dvblake2000@ 
berkeley.edu at The University of 
California, Berkeley, which is an 
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer. 


a 


HOTEL SECURITY JOBS 
Up to $18/ hr. Six day 
training and FREE job 


placement assistance. 
Many positions available. 
CSI Security -- North 
(415) 391-3596 





PROBLEMS with the IRS or 
State Taxes? Settle for a frac- 
tion of what you owe! Free 
face to face consultations with 
offices in your area. Call 
888-608-3016 





CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. 


Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. We Come to You! Call for 
Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN) 





WANTS TO purchase minerals 
and other oil & gas interests. 
Send details to P.O. Box 13557, 
Denver, Co 80201 





BUY VIAGRA 100MG, CIALIS 
20mg.40 Pills +4 Free, $99.00 
Discreet shipping, Save $500 
now! 1-877-595-1022 





PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match- 
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/In- 
diana (AAN CAN) 


Discreet 
Service 


Ownta & Orteareo 
by CA Licensed MD 


WIN, 
D@CTOR 


We Match Any 
Loxal Competion Price 
PiiaudAaAl yell: 


Growers Fecoremewation 
Avadathe 






[veeer) 
y 


San Jose 


36 S 1st St 
(408)298-6666 _ 





MMJDoctor.com 


San Francisco 
1884 Market St 


(415)554-0171 











BARBARYCO: 


—— COLLECTIVE —— 


992 MISSION x 


sa FRANCISCO 


4135°243:° 4400 


121A WE=-"7 PVE 


FVERYDAY 
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tL 


PREE 


& EDIBLE 


FOR FIRST 
TIME PATIENTS 


‘Barbary , hate regulated by the San Francisco jealth’. ‘i 


\ department. Nifetients must have valid CA ID, a verifiable and current 


physician recommendation, and must be over the age of 18 in order to 
join the collective and/or enter the facility." 
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> et 


1344 - ZOOM 


= 
/CrazyHorseSF 


980 MARKET ST. SE. 
415-771-6259 . Crazyiorse- ‘Skcom 
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WIN 


Avadatle 





San Francisco 
1884 Market St 


(415)554-0171 ® ane 


Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 
www.sanfranbk.com 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
TATTOO & PIERCING 


Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos 
Huge Body Jewelry Selection * Open 7 Days a Week 
Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight *** Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 


(415)864-6667  www.momsbodyshop.com 


BANKRUPTCY-23 YRS EXP. 


Call Attorney James at 415-561-1445 
Available 7 Days/Wk+Evenings 


MM 
——_........ D@CTOR 


We Match Any 
. Local Competiors Price 
WE audAal veil 
¢ 2. _ 


upsDocturcom (ad 


IE (408)298-6666 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 


Free Exam for New Clients 


(415) 776-6122 


or-Talils Mie) meltimerediiliiiiiyiay 
one patient at a time. 


2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
WAT TAN YM a ahvae) ole Mere) an 


rftealless [By 


® HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards) ly 
x me " 


_ _ 


sani Sincere 
"4155796:2254' 


www.Price 





Evaluations.com 





Owneo_ & Ortrareo 
by CA Licensed MD = 






San Ring 


36 S 1st St. 


licensed and eaeeted if the San Francisco ealth 


physician recommendation, and must be over the age of 18 in order to 
join the collective and/or enter the facility." 


_—— - 


intimates. 


Stay refined at all times 
In our most intimate staples. 





Retail Locations: 


Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto— University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 


San Francisco—Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 


Made in USA—Sweatshop Free 
Operated by Dov Charney 


American Apparel 





EXPIRES 2/28/14 
Grieg Ad’ ° per 


twee wy 


m= WE MATCH ALL 
= = LOCAL COMP PRICES 


<= 


**must pring proofof —< 
ae to match to visit _ ~~ 


af Pm 
een 


: : og Limited Time Offer. 


; Valid with presentation of coupon. 
Coupon not accepted for priority appointments. 


2635 Telegraph Ave. #108 
Mon - Sat; |Can -Gon 
510-832-5000 
CuablandMer juameCertber com 


, weenie All ons must have valid CA ID, a verifiable and tN 
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BARBARYCOAST 


—— COLLECTIVE —— 
992 MISSION = 


s£" FRANCISCO 
415°243: 4400 


EVERYDAY 














Sfardab\ 


eH LORslolon 6217 | GRAND OPENING 
2/00 International Blvd, Ste 23, Oakland, 94601 
Cross street 27th St | One block from Fruitvale BART 


Office hours: 9:30am-6pm | Seven days a week 
www.Qakland420Doctor.com 


oe moaossionore 
rmesaron: 


Wellness Counseling 





~ 
“ay, meat - 


¢ Real Doctors - Real Care 
° Professional & Affordable 
¢ Totally Confidential 

* Quality ID Cards 

¢ 24/7 Safe Verification 





Led by 
Hanya Barth, M.D. 
» wWww.GREEN215.com 
~~ 
> 


Oakland | San Francisco | San Jose 


(1200 Howard St @ 8th St) 


135 WH. 4th SL. Selita 208 
Sewe Si oe if ame 
Moni — Sat: 1tam-7pre * Sun 12-5 
468-998-0930 
$.420.com 





